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courage  ministers  particularly  for  part-time  nonsalaried 
service. 

Action:  Adopted  as  amended  (14). 

(Amendment:  the  last  resolved.) 

To  Build  Irvine  Now 
RESOLUTION  6-11 
Overtures  6-29,  6-52—6-86,  6-137 
(CW,  pp.  315,  321—328,  339) 

Whereas,  The  Synod  has  purchased  land  in  Irvine, 
California,  designated  for  use  as  a  site  for  a  synodical 
college  and  has  completed  architectural  drawings  for  the 
proposed  school;  and 

Whereas,  Both  the  1962  and  1965  synodical  conven¬ 
tions  have  committed  the  Synod  to  construction  and 
opening  of  this  college;  and 

Whereas,  The  1967  and  the  1969  conventions  of  the 
Synod  instructed  the  Board  for  Higher  Education  to 
make  a  final  restudy  of  the  whole  matter  of  higher  edu¬ 
cation  on  the  West  Coast,  and  this  complete  study  reaf¬ 
firmed  that  a  new  4-year  school  is  needed;  and  the  best 
possible  place  for  it  is  the  Irvine  site;  and 

Whereas,  This  report  was  also  approved  by  the 
Council  of  Presidents  and  the  Synod’s  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors;  and 

Whereas,  The  Southern  California  District  offers 
a  strong  base  for  the  school  both  in  areas  of  recruitment 
and  finances  and  has  enthusiastically  supported  the 
establishment  of  this  school,  and  has  pledged  financial 
support;  and 

Whereas,  The  Board  for  Higher  Education  study 
recommends  that  California  Concordia  College  of  Oak¬ 
land  be  closed  in  1972,  which,  if  done  without  opening 
the  Irvine  school,  would  leave  this  immense  and  very 
populous  section  of  the  country  and  of  the  Synod  with 
no  synodical  school  at  all;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  construction  of  a  four-year  college 
on  the  Irvine  site  in  California  be  started  immediately 
so  that  minimal  facilities  are  constructed  at  an  initial 
cost  to  the  Synod  of  approximately  $2,000,000,  enabling 
the  school  to  be  opened  in  September  1973;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  continue  to  use  the  facili¬ 
ties  of  California  Concordia  College  until  they  are  no 
longer  needed;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  both  the  Southern  California  and  the 
California  and  Nevada  Districts  be  authorized  and  en¬ 
couraged  to  initiate  a  special  fund-raising  program  to 
assist  in  the  construction  of  the  college;  and  be  it  further 
Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Control  at  Irvine,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  other  electors,  be  authorized  to  call 
a  president  immediately;  and  be  it  finally 
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Resolved,  To  commend  both  the  Southern  California 
and  the  California  and  Nevada  Districts  for  their  united 
efforts  toward  the  establishment  of  a  4-year  college  in 
California. 

Action:  Adopted  as  amended  (7). 

(Permission  was  granted  by  the  assembly  to  submit  the 
Irvine  resolution  even  though  another  matter  from  Commit¬ 
tee  6  was  still  pending.  A  time  limitation  of  one  minute  per 
speaker  for  a  maximum  of  ten  minutes  was  moved  and 
adopted.  The  resolution  was  amended  by  the  insertion  of  the 
second  resolved.  Another  amendment  was  defeated  to  call 
a  president  who  would  serve  the  present  institution  and 
guide  its  development  into  a  4-year  program  at  Irvine.) 

To  Adopt  Board  for  Higher  Education 
Recommendation  re  Oakland 
RESOLUTION  6-12 

Overtures  6-29,  6-52—6-86,  6-137 
(CIV,  pp.  315,  321—328,  339) 

Whereas,  The  Board  for  Higher  Education  after  final 
restudy  of  higher  education  on  the  West  Coast  (Decem¬ 
ber  1970)  recommends  to  close  the  existing  institution 
at  Oakland  in  June  1972;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  for 
Higher  Education  be  adopted,  except  that  the  date  for 
closing  be  postponed  to  June  1973. 

Action:  Withdrawn  by  the  committee  as  a  result  of 
the  adoption  of  an  amendment  to  Res.  6-11  (16). 

To  Decline  to  Establish  a  Board 
of  Examiners 
RESOLUTION  6-13 

Overtures  6-31,  6-32,  6-33  (CIV,  pp.  315— 316) 

Whereas,  Our  current  arrangements  for  the  deter¬ 
mination  of  eligibility  of  pastoral  candidates  for  a  call 
are  considered  satisfactory;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  Overtures  6-31,  6-32,  and  6-33  re¬ 
spectfully  be  declined. 

Action:  Adopted  (17). 

To  Study  Innovative  Educational  Programs 

RESOLUTION  6-14 

Overtures  6-51,  7-08  (CIV,  pp.  321,  369) 

Whereas,  The  concerns  expressed  in  Overtures  6-51 
and  7-08  have  been  carefully  considered  and  are  being 
studied  by  the  Board  for  Higher  Education;  therefore 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  these  overtures  be  referred  to  the 
Board  for  Higher  Education  for  further  study. 

Action:  Adopted  (17). 


To  Refer  Overture  6-25  to  Floor  Committee  5 

RESOLUTION  6-15 
Overture  6-25  (CIV,  p.  314) 

Whereas,  Overture  6-25  deals  with  constitutional 
concerns;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  overture  be  referred  to  the  Floor 
Committee  on  Constitutional  Matters. 

Action:  Withdrawn  by  committee  (16). 

(See  Res.  5-16.) 

To  Refer  Recommendations  of  Synodical 
Schools  to  Board  for  Higher  Education 

RESOLUTION  6-16 
Reports  6-01  —  6-21  (CIV,  pp.  277— 313) 

Whereas,  The  reports  of  the  synodical  schools  reveal 
that  God  is  continuing  to  bless  the  Synod’s  program  of 
higher  education  richly;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  express  its  thanks  to  God 
for  the  blessings  bestowed;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  recognize  the  faithful  service 
rendered  by  members  of  the  boards  of  control,  faculties, 
and  staffs  of  the  synodical  schools;  and  be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  the  recommendations  contained 
therein,  as  well  as  in  the  minority  report  of  the  Board 
of  Control  of  Concordia  Teachers  College,  River  Forest, 
Illinois,  be  considered  for  action  as  quickly  as  possible 
by  the  Board  for  Higher  Education  in  consultation  with 
the  respective  boards  of  control. 

Minority  Report 

The  undersigned,  a  minority  of  the  floor  committee 
appointed  for  Higher  Education,  not  agreeing  completely 
with  the  majority,  desires  to  express  a  view  in  this  case 
as  follows: 

Whereas,  Matters  of  grave  consequence  with  regard 
to  the  operation  of  Concordia  Teachers  College,  River 
Forest,  were  heard  and  examined  by  the  committee;  and 

Whereas,  In  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  concerns 
were  found  to  have  merit  and  in  need  of  immediate  at¬ 
tention  as  heard  through  the  testimony  of  one  half  of 
the  elected  members  of  the  Board  of  Control  of  Concor¬ 
dia  Teachers  College,  River  Forest;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  matter  not  merely  be  considered 
by  the  Board  for  Higher  Education  and  Board  of  Con¬ 
trol,  but  rather  that  the  Board  for  Higher  Education  in 
cooperation  with  the  President  of  the  Synod  take  im¬ 
mediate  steps  to  further  analyze  the  necessary  required 
actions,  and  implement  appropriate  measures. 

Arthur  Kenning 

Action:  After  allowing  a  member  of  the  floor  com¬ 
mittee  to  append  his  minority  report,  the  convention 
adopted  Resolution  6-16  (14). 

(After  permission  to  append  the  minority  report  had  been 
granted  by  a  motion  made,  seconded,  and  carried,  a  motion 
was  made  to  amend  the  resolution  by  substituting  wording 
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of  the  minority  report  for  the  part  of  the  third  resolved  to 
make  it  read:  .  .  be  considered  and  that  the  Board  for 

Higher  Education  in  cooperation  with  the  President  of  the 
Synod  take  immediate  steps  to  further  analyze  the  necessary 
required  actions,  and  implement  appropriate  measures.” 
This  amendment  failed  to  carry  in  a  rather  close  vote.) 

To  Express  Appreciation  for  Work 
of  the  Board  for  Higher  Education 

RESOLUTION  6-17 
Report  6-01  (CW,  pp.  277—284) 

Whereas,  The  report  of  the  Board  for  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  reveals  a  broad  perspective  and  intelligent  study 
and  analysis  of  the  Synod’s  program  of  higher  education; 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  express  appreciation  for 
the  conscientious  service  rendered  again  during  this 
biennium  by  the  members  and  the  staff  of  the  Board  for 
Higher  Education. 

Action:  Adopted  (14). 

To  Receive  Report  of  the  Committee 
on  Colloquies 
RESOLUTION  6-18 
Report  6-02  (CW,  p.284) 

Whereas,  The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Colloquies 
demonstrates  that  a  number  of  pastors  and  teachers  have 
entered  the  professional  ministry  of  the  Word  through 
the  colloquy  procedure;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  receive  this  report  with  gratitude 
and  thanks  to  God. 

Action:  Adopted  (14). 

To  Raise  Faculty  Salaries 
RESOLUTION  6-19 
Overture  6-41  (CW,  p.  319) 

Whereas,  The  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri  Synod 
has  been  and  is  now  blessed  with  outstanding  teachers 
and  professors  in  seminaries,  teachers  colleges,  and  pre¬ 
paratory  schools;  and 

Whereas,  The  future  of  our  beloved  Synod  depends 
in  great  measure  on  the  quality  of  the  instruction  our 
students  receive  at  the  various  campuses;  and 

Whereas,  Salary  scales  are  a  weighty  factor  in  ob¬ 
taining  qualified  men  who  have  had  parish  experience 
for  campus  work;  and 

Whereas,  Salary  scales  for  faculty  personnel  have 
been  inadequate  for  many  years;  and 

Whereas,  Adequate  action  has  not  been  taken  despite 
approved  synodical  resolutions  at  the  New  York  and 
Denver  conventions;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  take  action  at  the  1971 
convention  to  implement  Resolution  6-11,  New  York, 
1967,  and  Resolution  6-12,  Denver,  1969;  and  be  it  also 


Resolved,  That  the  Synod  take  action  to  raise  salary 
schedules  of  the  faculties  to  levels  in  keeping  with  their 
responsibilities  and  positions  by  giving  priority  in  the 
allocation  of  synodical  expenditures. 

Action:  Adopted  (16). 

To  Establish  Theological  Chair  (LCMS) 
at  Lutheran  Theological  Seminary, 
Saskatoon,  Saskatchewan 
RESOLUTION  6-20 
Overture  6-43  (CW,  p.  319) 

Whereas,  There  is  a  definite  advantage  in  training 
Canadian  pastors  in  Canada;  and 

Whereas,  The  Lutheran  Theological  Seminary  in 
Saskatoon,  Saskatchewan,  Canada  (jointly  operated  by 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Canada  and  the 
Lutheran  Church  in  America,  Canada  Section),  wel¬ 
comes  the  placement  of  professors  from  The  Lutheran 
Church  —  Missouri  Synod  on  its  faculty;  and 

Whereas,  The  Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan  District 
has  requested  its  Board  of  Directors  to  petition  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  The  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri 
Synod  to  consider  the  possibility  of  establishing  a  chair 
of  theology  at  Lutheran  Theological  Seminary,  Saska¬ 
toon;  and 

Whereas,  The  plan  has  been  reviewed  by  the  Synod’s 
Commission  on  Theology  and  Church  Relations,  and  the 
Commission  has  found  it  theologically  unobjectionable 
(Report  2-01,  CW,  p.  34) ;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  The  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri 
Synod,  in  convention  at  Milwaukee,  authorize  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  theological  chair  on  the  faculty  of  Lu¬ 
theran  Theological  Seminary,  Saskatoon,  Canada;  and 
be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod’s  Board  for  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  be  encouraged  to  implement  this  resolution  if 
financially  feasible. 

Action:  Adopted  (16). 

(A  motion  to  defer  action  until  the  1973  convention  failed 
by  a  narrow  margin,  385  to  400.) 

To  Require  Field  Service  of  Seminary 
Faculty  Members 

RESOLUTION  6-21 
Overture  6-38  (CW,  p.  317) 

Whereas,  Our  church  has  always  insisted  that  our 
pastors  be  trained  to  serve  all  the  ongoing  needs  of  the 
members  of  our  many  parishes;  and 

Whereas,  The  professors  of  our  seminaries,  in  striving 
to  train  men  to  meet  these  needs  and  to  equip  the  saints, 
give  direction  and  guidance  to  our  seminarians  regard¬ 
ing  church  practice  and  customs  to  meet  a  turbulent 
and  changing  world;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  our  faculty  members  in  all  depart- 
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ments  be  assigned  selected  parishes  or  agencies  in  the 
field  to  update  their  attitudes  and  methods;  and  be  it 
also 

Resolved,  That  this  matter  be  referred  to  the  Board 
for  Higher  Education  with  the  instruction  to  present  to 
the  next  convention  in  1973  a  plan  of  implementation 
for  field  service  of  all  seminary  faculty  members  at 
regular  intervals. 

Action:  Adopted  (16). 

To  Refer  College  and  Seminary  Support 
Program  to  the  Board  for  Higher  Education 
RESOLUTION  6-22 
Overture  6-48  (CW,  p.  320) 

Whereas,  Overture  6-48  expresses  valid  concerns  for 
financial  support  for  synodical  colleges  and  seminaries; 
and 

Whereas,  These  concerns  demand  serious  study,  the 
ramifications  of  which  are  beyond  the  scope  of  the  Floor 
Committee  for  Higher  Education;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  Board 
for  Higher  Education  for  study  during  the  next  bien¬ 
nium. 

Action:  Adopted  (16). 

To  Decline  to  Determine  Manner 
of  Appointment  of  Faculty  Members 

RESOLUTION  6-23 
Overture  6-39  (CW,  p.  317) 

Whereas,  The  concern  expressed  in  Overture  6-39  is 
adequately  covered  in  the  Synod’s  Handbook  (6-53) ; 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  Overture  6-39  respectfully  be  de¬ 
clined. 

Action:  Adopted  (16). 

To  Provide  for  Ecumenical  Exposure 
in  Theological  Education 
RESOLUTION  6-24 
Overture  6-45  (CW,  p.  320) 

Whereas,  Students  in  synodical  colleges  and  semi¬ 
naries  are  at  the  present  time  being  provided  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  exposure  to  ecumenical  theological  educa¬ 
tion;  and 

Whereas,  The  program  may  offer  opportunities  for 
further  implementation;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  for  Higher  Education  be 
encouraged  to  arrange  for  such  implementation  where 
possible. 

Action:  Adopted  (16). 


To  Provide  Student  Aid  for  Minority  Groups 
RESOLUTION  6-25 
Overture  6-47  (CW,  p.  320) 

Whereas,  The  need  for  young  people  for  the  profes¬ 
sional  ministries  of  The  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri 
Synod  in  minority  race  communities  continues  to  grow; 
and 

Whereas,  The  ministries  to  and  with  the  minority 
communities  often  demand,  in  these  days  of  growing 
racial  and  ethnic  solidarity,  that  these  professional  min¬ 
istries  be  of  the  same  racial  and  ethnic  background  of 
the  people  of  God  in  these  communities,  as  recognized 
by  Resolution  9-22  of  the  1969  Denver  convention;  and 

Whereas,  The  financial  resources  of  minority  individ¬ 
uals,  their  families,  and  their  congregations  are  often 
severely  limited;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  The  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri 
Synod  in  this  convention  assembled  instruct  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Synod  to  encourage  all  Districts  and 
their  congregations  to  make  known  publicly  their  desire 
and  readiness  to  make  available  their  student  aid  fund 
to  members  of  minority  groups  who  express  the  desire 
to  enter  the  professional  ministries  of  our  Synod;  and 
be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Synod 
be  encouraged  to  establish  a  student  aid  fund  of  $75,000 
annually  administered  by  the  Board  for  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  for  the  particular  use  of  minority  groups;  and  be 
it  finally 

Resolved,  That  one-third  (¥3)  of  this  fund  be  pro¬ 
vided  the  Board  of  Control  of  Alabama  Lutheran  Acad¬ 
emy  and  College  for  the  use  of  students  at  our  synodical 
school  in  Selma,  Alabama. 

Action:  Adopted  (16). 

(The  assembly  ruled  that  a  proposed  amendment  did  not 
apply  and  was  therefore  out  of  order.  Another  amendment 
to  strike  the  words  “be  encouraged  to”  in  the  second  re¬ 
solved  was  defeated.) 

To  Study  Draft  Exemption  Status 
of  Missouri  Synod  Seminarians  Training 
at  Nonsy nodical  Schools  of  Theology 

RESOLUTION  6-26 
Overture  6-46  (CW,  p.  320) 

Whereas,  The  legal  ramifications  of  obtaining  draft 
exemption  for  theological  students  at  nonsynodical 
schools  are  beyond  the  scope  of  the  Floor  Committee  for 
Higher  Education;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  for  Higher  Education  study 
the  issue,  and  produce  and  publish  guidelines  for  action 
throughout  the  Synod. 

Action:  Adopted  (16). 
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7.  PARISH  SERVICES  AND  YOUTH 

To  Accept  and  Implement  the  Report 
of  the  Commission  for  Services 
to  the  Mentally  Retarded 

RESOLUTION  7-01 
Report  7-03  (CW,  pp.  366—368) 

Whereas,  The  labors  of  the  Commission  for  Services 
to  the  Mentally  Retarded  have  been  blessed  with  signal 
success;  and 

Whereas,  This  field  of  service  continues  to  present 
new  opportunities  and  challenges  to  the  ministry  of  the 
Gospel;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved ,  That  the  convention  accept  with  gratitude 
the  report  of  this  commission  as  it  appears  in  the  Con¬ 
vention  Workbook,  that  it  commend  the  commission  for 
its  leadership,  and  that  it  encourage  the  commission  to 
continue  its  devotion  to  its  increasing  task;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  the  convention  gratefully  acknowl¬ 
edge  the  generous  participation  of  God’s  people  in  the 
His  Too  Crusade  and  appeal  for  their  continued  support; 
and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  convention  support  the  commis¬ 
sion  in  its  efforts  to  carry  forward  an  informational 
program  on  its  work  to  the  District  and  parish  levels; 
and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  convention  encourage  the  colleges 
and  seminaries  of  the  church  to  offer  curricular  oppor¬ 
tunities  in  the  field  of  special  education;  and  be  it  finally 
Resolved,  That  the  convention  urge  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Synod  to  remain  aware  of  developments 
in  the  work  of  the  commission  and  concerned  about  the 
financial  support  of  this  ministry. 

Action:  Adopted  (4). 

To  Accept  the  Report  of  the  Board 
of  Youth  Ministry 
RESOLUTION  7-02 
Report  7-02  (CW,  pp.  363— 366) 

Resolved,  That  the  convention  accept  the  report  of 
the  Board  of  Youth  Ministry,  commending  the  board 
for  the  directions  it  has  set  for  ministry,  and  encour¬ 
aging  it  to  facilitate  the  implementation  of  its  outlined 
priorities  and  to  continue  faithfully  in  the  fulfillment 
of  its  purposes  as  stated  in  the  synodical  Handbook 
(7.61);  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  Districts  and  congregations  of  the 
Synod  also  be  encouraged  to  strengthen  their  efforts 
in  ministry  with  youth,  and  to  cooperate  with  the  Board 
of  Youth  Ministry  in  a  positive  and  dynamic  response 
in  the  power  of  Christ  to  the  concerns  that  youth  have 
expressed. 

Action:  Adopted  (14). 


To  Recognize  and  Encourage 
Youth  Representation  at  Conventions 

RESOLUTION  7-03 
Report  7-02  (CW,  pp.  663— 666) 

Whereas,  The  representation  and  participation  of 
youth  at  conventions  of  The  Lutheran  Church  — Mis¬ 
souri  Synod  is  growing;  and 

Whereas,  This  participation  is  proving  beneficial  not 
only  to  youth,  but  to  the  entire  church;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  convention  express  its  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  the  calibre  of  young  people  who  have  come  to 
this  convention  and  for  the  contribution  they  have  made 
to  our  gathering;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  convention  express  its  gratitude 
to  the  Districts  and  to  the  colleges  and  seminaries  who 
made  it  possible  financially  for  youth  representatives 
to  attend  the  convention  as  well  as  to  participate  in  the 
preconvention  sessions;  and  be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  all  Districts  of  Synod  be  encouraged 
to  make  possible  such  full  participation  of  youth  rep¬ 
resentatives  at  synodical  conventions. 

Action:  Adopted  (12). 

To  Urge  Congregations  to  Extend  Voting 
Privileges  to  All  Members  Who  Are 
18  Years  of  Age 

RESOLUTION  7-04 
Report  7-02  (CW,  p.366) 

Whereas,  The  church  is  seeking  to  include  youth  in 
the  lifestream  of  the  church  at  all  levels  of  activity;  and 

Whereas,  The  conditioning  of  youth  to  greater  re¬ 
sponsibility  at  an  increasingly  early  age  has  led  to  the 
decision  to  reduce  the  voting  age  in  the  United  States 
to  18  years;  and 

Whereas,  Some  congregations  have  already  lowered 
the  voting  age  to  include  more  youthful  members  in 
decision-making  roles  and  have  reported  a  grateful  and 
eager  response  on  the  part  of  youth;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  urge  all  congrega¬ 
tions  of  the  Synod  that  have  not  done  so  to  lower  the 
voting  age  to  18  years  if  and  to  the  extent  possible  under 
applicable  state  law. 

Action:  Adopted  (5). 

To  Adjust  and  Equalize  Salary  Base 
for  Teachers 

RESOLUTION  7-05 

Report  7-01,  Recommendation  7;  Overtures  7-10 — 7-15 
(CW,  pp.  350,  369—371) 

Whereas,  All  members  of  the  teaching  ministry  are 
gifts  of  God  to  the  church  and  as  such  should  receive 
an  appreciative  response  which  includes  appropriate 
salaries;  and 


“We  hove  a  song  to  sing" 


Whereas,  Salaries  of  teachers  are  often  less  than 
their  professional  training,  competence,  and  dedication 
would  suggest;  and 

Whereas,  The  teacher  salary  study  compiled  by  the 
Board  of  Parish  Education  of  The  Lutheran  Church  — 
Missouri  Synod  in  1970  clearly  demonstrates  a  significant 
differential  in  salaries  paid  to  men  and  women;  and 

Whereas,  Civil  policy  discourages  salary  discrimina¬ 
tion  on  the  basis  of  sex;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  joyfully  commend  congre¬ 
gations  which  have  maintained  appropriate  salaries  for 
all  of  their  teachers;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  thank  the  Board  of  Parish 
Education  for  the  1970  teacher  salary  study;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  instruct  District  officials  to 
encourage  congregations  to  implement  recommendations 


of  the  1970  teacher  salary  study  (CW,  pp.  347 — 349); 
and  be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  congregations  be  encouraged  to  give 
serious  consideration  to  equalization  of  the  salary  base 
for  men  and  women  teachers. 

Action:  Adopted  (4). 

To  Implement  Board  of  Parish  Education 
Suggestions 
RESOLUTION  7-06 
Report  7-01  (CW,  pp.  352 — 359) 

Whereas,  The  Board  of  Parish  Education  is  directed 
through  its  departments  to  provide  guidelines  for  con¬ 
gregations  in  their  educational  ministry;  and 

Whereas,  Many  significant  educational  helps  are  em¬ 
bodied  in  the  reports  of  the  five  following  departments: 
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Lutheran  Elementary  and  Secondary  Schools;  Sunday, 
Weekday,  and  Summer  Schools;  Youth  Ministry;  Adult 
Education;  and  Family  Life  Education;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  convention  accept  the  reports  of 
the  five  departments  of  the  Board  of  Parish  Education 

as  included  in  the  Convention  Workbook  (pp.  352 _ 359) ; 

and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  convention  commend  the  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  Board  of  Parish  Education  for  services 
provided  to  the  Synod;  and  be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  congregations  of  the  Synod  be  urged 
to  seek  ways  of  implementing  suggested  actions  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  departmental  reports. 

Action:  Adopted  (5). 

(Committee  added  “be  urged  to”  in  last  resolved.) 

To  Encourage  Young  Adult  Programs 
RESOLUTION  7-07 
Overture  7-22  (CW,  pp.  372—373) 

Whereas,  We  recognize  the  valid  concerns  expressed 
regarding  Lutheran  young  adult  groups;  and 

Whereas,  We  support  the  goals  and  commend  the 
program  outlined  in  Overture  7-22;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  convention  encourage  all  Lu¬ 
theran  young  adult  groups  throughout  the  Synod  to 
open  avenues  of  communication  between  such  youth 
groups  and  with  the  Board  of  Youth  Ministry  to  assist 
in  coordinating  the  development  of  young  adult  groups 
and  programs. 

Action:  Adopted  (5). 

To  Strive  for  More  Equitable  Representation 
on  Synodical  Boards  and  Committees 
RESOLUTION  7-08 
Overture  7-23  (CW,  p.373) 

Whereas,  We  are  sympathetic  to  the  concern  for 
geographical  distribution  on  the  Board  of  Youth  Min¬ 
istry  and  also  on  other  synodical  boards  and  commit¬ 
tees;  and 

Whereas,  We  recognize  the  need  also  to  represent 
on  boards  and  committees  of  the  Synod  the  proportion¬ 
ate  numerical  strength  of  our  membership  in  many 
areas;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  Convention  Nom¬ 
inations  be  requested  to  bear  in  mind  these  concerns 
of  the  Synod. 

Action:  Adopted  (5). 

(See  also  Res.  4-05.) 

To  Continue  Emphasis  on  Christian 
Education  for  All  Age  Levels 
RESOLUTION  7-09 

Report  7-01;  Overture  7-09  (CW,  pp.  349,  369) 

Whereas,  The  Denver  convention  of  1969  asserted  in 


Resolution  7-01  “That  Christian  education,  understood 
as  the  communication  of  God’s  edifying  Word,  is  essen¬ 
tial  to  the  life  of  the  church  and  is  the  primary  process 
and  the  fundamental  activity  of  the  church  in  mission 
and  the  basic  means  for  church  renewal”;  and 

Whereas,  The  same  convention,  in  Resolution  7-03 
urged  every  congregation  “to  develop  a  variety  of 
meaningful  learning  settings  and  experiences  for  all  age 
levels”;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  all  congregations  be  urged  to  con¬ 
tinue  their  efforts  of  expanding  and  improving  their 
programs  of  Christian  education  for  the  dual  purpose 
of  winning  children,  youth,  and  adults  for  Christ,  and 
of  equipping  them  for  God’s  mission;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  all  congregations  be  encouraged  to 
provide  more  time  for  Christian  education  for  children 
and  youth  not  attending  parochial  schools  particularly 
by  conducting  weekday  schools  for  nursery  to  grade  12 
levels;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  all  congregations  be  requested  to  ex¬ 
pand  also  their  adult  education  efforts,  giving  special 
attention  to  both  Sunday  morning  and  weekday  Chris¬ 
tian  growth  possibilities;  and  be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  Synod  instruct  those  whose  responsi¬ 
bilities  are  involved  in  the  areas  identified  in  the  other 
recommendations  of  Overture  7-09  to  give  sympathetic 
consideration  to  the  concerns  expressed. 

Action:  Adopted  (5). 

To  Encourage  Greater  Utilization 
of  Professional  Leadership 
RESOLUTION  7-10 
Report  7-01,  Rec.  2,  3,  4,  5  (CW,  p.  349) 

Whereas,  The  men  and  women  serving  in  the  teach¬ 
ing  ministry  of  the  church  represent  a  unique  resource 
for  the  communication  of  the  Gospel  in  the  parish;  and 

Whereas,  The  emerging  role  of  director  of  Christian 
education  offers  further  possibilities  for  effective  leader¬ 
ship  in  the  educational  ministry  of  the  church;  and 

Whereas,  Public  school  teachers  holding  membership 
in  congregations  represent  a  potential  source  of  Chris¬ 
tian  witness  for  both  parish  and  community;  therefore 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  congregations  recognize  all  profes¬ 
sional  educators  in  their  midst  as  distinct  gifts  of  God 
for  the  nurturing  of  His  people;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  congregations  be  urged  to  use  wisely 
the  resources  of  their  professional  workers  in  the  total 
educational  ministry  of  the  church;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  congregations  desiring  additional  ad¬ 
ministrative  leadership  in  their  educational  ministry  be 
encouraged  to  consider  the  calling  of  a  director  of  Chris¬ 
tian  education;  and  be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  congregations  be  encouraged  to  sup¬ 
port  in-service  training  for  professional  leadership  by 
means  of  verbal  encouragement  and  financial  assistance. 

Action:  Adopted  (5). 
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To  Develop  Model  Urban  Educational  Center 
RESOLUTION  7-11 
Overture  7-06  ( CW ,  p.368) 

Whereas,  Current  population  trends  and  census  data 
indicate  increased  urbanization  by  minority  groups  such 
as  Afro-Americans,  Latin-Americans,  and  Appalachian 
whites;  and 

Whereas,  The  inner  city  may  now  be  identified  as  a 
unique  mission  field  in  one’s  own  “backyard”;  therefore 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  instruct  its  Board  of  Di¬ 
rectors  to  give  priority  to  providing  for  the  development 
of  plans  for  model  urban  education  centers;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  encourage  the  Board  of 
Directors  to  involve  representatives  of  the  appropriate 
boards,  commissions,  Districts,  parishes,  and  existing 
urban  education  projects  in  the  development  of  such 
plans;  and  be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  the  Districts  and  congregations  of  the 
Synod  be  encouraged  to  cooperate  as  fully  as  possible 
in  the  development,  administration,  and  evaluation  of 
effective  model  urban  education  centers. 

Action:  Adopted  (5). 

To  Encourage  Continued  Support 
for  the  Parochial  School 
RESOLUTION  7-12 
Overture  7-07  (CW,  pp.  368— 369) 

Whereas,  One  of  the  objectives  of  The  Lutheran 
Church  —  Missouri  Synod  is  “the  furtherance  of  Chris¬ 
tian  parochial  schools”  (Constitution  of  The  Lutheran 
Church  —  Missouri  Synod,  Article  III,  6);  and 

Whereas,  Another  of  the  objectives  of  the  church 
is  “the  training  of  ministers  and  teachers  for  service 
in  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  (Constitution,  Ar¬ 
ticle  III,  3) ;  and 

Whereas,  The  parochial  schools  and  members  of  the 
teaching  ministry  of  the  church  continue  to  be  a  source 
of  rich  blessing  to  many  people;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  congregations  with  parochial  schools 
be  commended  for  their  deep  commitment  to  the  spir¬ 
itual  nurture  of  children  and  youth;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  congregations  maintaining  parochial 
schools  be  encouraged  to  utilize  facilities  and  staff  to 
the  fullest  possible  extent  in  the  total  educational  min¬ 
istry  of  the  church;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  congregations  without  parochial 
schools  be  urged  to  consider  this  agency  as  a  significant 
option  in  their  educational  ministry;  and  be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  the  convention  decline  Overture  7-07. 

Action:  Adopted  (5). 


To  Commend  Leonard  Ramming  for  Years 
of  Service  to  Youth 

RESOLUTION  7-13 
Report  7-02  (CW ,  pp.  363—366) 

Whereas,  The  history  of  youth  ministry  in  The 
Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri  Synod  reflects  God’s  use 
of  qualified  and  faithful  leaders  who  have  offered  time, 
talent,  and  energy  to  this  ministry;  and 

Whereas,  Leonard  Ramming  is  completing  35  years 
of  service  in  youth  ministry  on  the  District  and  synodical 
level;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  convention  recognize  with  thanks¬ 
giving  to  God  the  services  in  youth  ministry  offered 
by  Mr.  Leonard  Ramming  and  the  blessings  which  this 
has  brought  to  our  church. 

Action:  Adopted  (5). 

To  Adopt  Statement  re  Walther  League 

RESOLUTION  7-14 

Action:  Withdrawn  by  committee  and  replaced  by 
Res.  7-15. 

To  Adopt  Statement  re  Walther  League  and 
to  Decline  Overture  7-19 

RESOLUTION  7-15 
Overture  7-19  (CW,  p.  372) 

Statement  re  Walther  League 

The  Walther  League,  now  constituted  as  a  youth-led 
and  issue-oriented  ministry,  exemplifies  the  spirit  of 
Christian  youth  in  many  modern  families:  anxious  to 
maintain  the  propriety  and  also  the  security  of  the 
child-parent  relationship,  yet  insistent  that  it  be  recog¬ 
nized  and  accepted  as  a  developing  personality,  indi¬ 
vidual,  and  individually  responsible  under  God,  within 
the  family  group.  We  recognize  as  legitimate  the  state¬ 
ment  of  purposes  of  the  Walther  League  in  its  bylaws, 
Article  II,  2.01:  The  purposes  of  the  corporation  are: 

a)  To  provide  opportunities  and  support  for  youth- 
led  voluntary  services  in  carrying  on  the  mission  of 
the  Christian  church  among  mankind; 

b)  To  provide  opportunities  and  support  for  the 
expression  of  the  voice  of  young  people  in  confronting 
the  problems,  concerns  and  challenges  considered  im¬ 
portant  by  youth  or  to  youth  in  this  day; 

c)  To  experiment  with  new  forms  of  youth-led 
ministries  of,  with  and  among  young  people  for  the 
church  and  the  world; 

d)  To  develop  and  cause  to  be  developed  study  and 
action  projects,  to  conduct  meetings,  to  engage  salaried 
and  volunteer  staff  personnel,  and  to  take  such  other 
actions  considered  by  its  membership  and  leadership 
as  appropriate  to  its  purposes  of  service  to  mankind  in 
the  name  of  Christ; 
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e)  To  serve  the  Lutheran  Church  as  a  youth-led 
ministry  within  its  membership  and  supportive  of  its 
objectives;  and 

f)  To  gather,  administer  and  disburse  funds  in  keep¬ 
ing  with  these  purposes. 

The  Walther  League  declares  that  during  the  process 
of  maturation,  self-determination  and  self-expression 
regarding  the  issues  of  life  are  important.  In  its  guid¬ 
ing  principles,  it  welcomes  the  respect  and  consideration 
of  the  parent  group  and  anticipates  and  hopes  for  dialog 
regarding  its  judgments  and  activity. 

At  present  the  Walther  League’s  concerns  for  hunger 
and  its  causes  are  valid.  They  should  be  acknowledged 
and  appreciated  by  a  parent  group  that  has  sometimes 
been  apathetic  to  the  total  mission  which  God  has  given 
to  all  His  people.  Some  of  the  Walther  League’s  state¬ 
ments  and  actions,  on  the  other  hand,  have  reflected 
impetuousness  and  a  lack  of  experience  and  maturity. 
These  ought  to  be  noted  and  dealt  with  by  the  church 
not  unilaterally,  but  in  the  loving  concern  of  a  Christian 
parent  group  that  is  committed  to  providing  guidance 
to  the  Walther  League.  ( Handbook  7.73  e) 

The  Walther  League  is  no  longer  the  type  of  aux¬ 
iliary  organization  that  is  commonly  assumed  in  the 
traditional  sense  by  the  membership  of  The  Lutheran 
Church  —  Missouri  Synod.  It  is  admittedly  different; 
yet  its  very  structure  and  its  unique  emphases  demon¬ 
strate  that  it  seeks  to  fulfill  a  specific  role  within  the 
total  program  and  ministry  of  the  church  and  of  The 
Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri  Synod. 

We  believe  that  the  role  of  the  Walther  League 
should  be  viewed  in  the  context  of  the  church’s  total 
character  and  mission,  and  that  it  should  be  evaluated 
and  responded  to  accordingly.  We  also  believe  that  the 
Walther  League  should  be  responsive  to  the  guidance 
of  the  parent  body.  We  are  convinced,  at  the  same  time, 
that  other  directions  and  emphases  among  our  youth 
should  also  be  recognized  and  studied  to  guarantee  the 
full  potential  of  all  the  youth  who  are  God’s  gift  to  the 
church. 

Whereas,  A  question  has  been  raised  regarding  the 
status  of  the  Walther  League  and  its  relationship  to 
The  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri  Synod;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  convention  adopt  this  statement 
regarding  the  Walther  League;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  Overture  7-19  be  declined;  and  be  it 
finally 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Administrators  be 
instructed  to  define  the  role  and  relationship  of  the 
Walther  League  to  the  Synod  and  to  report  to  the  next 
convention. 

Action:  Adopted  as  amended  (12). 

t  (Amendment:  to  substitute  “of  the  Walther  League  to” 
tor  of  auxiliaries  in”  in  the  final  resolved. 

In  the  original  Resolution  7-14  the  four  paragraphs  im- 
Preceding  the  whereas  had  read  as  follows: 

The  Walther  League  declares  the  importance,  in  the 
process  of  maturation,  for  self-determination  and  self-ex¬ 
pression  regarding  the  issues  of  life.  In  its  statement  of  pur¬ 


pose  it  deliberately  and  considerately  absolves  The  Lutheran 
Church  —  Missouri  Synod  from  responsibility  for  any  of  the 
Walther  League’s  faulty  and  immature  decisions  and  actions 
It  welcomes,  however,  the  respect  and  consideration  of  the 
parent  group  and  anticipates  and  hopes  for  dialog  regarding 
its  judgments  and  activity. 

Many  of  the  Walther  League’s  concerns  along  with  its 
answers  to  those  concerns  are  valid  and  representative  of 
the  purpose  and  the  power  of  Christ  among  youth  —  and  also 
among  adults.  Those  concerns  and  responses  should  be  ac¬ 
knowledged  and  appreciated  by  a  parent  group  that  has 
sometimes  been  apathetic  to  the  total  mission  which  God  has 
given  to  all  His  people.  Some  of  the  Walther  League’s  judg¬ 
ments  and  actions,  on  the  other  hand,  have  demonstrated 
poor  judgment  and  a  lack  of  experience  and  maturity,  and 
ought  to  be  noted  and  dealt  with  by  the  church  not  uni¬ 
laterally,  but  in  the  loving  and  mature  quality  of  a  Christian 
parent  group  that  is  committed  to  the  vital,  and  often  diffi¬ 
cult  role  of  developer,  educator,  motivator,  and  loving  disci¬ 
plinarian. 

The  Walther  League  is  no  longer  the  type  of  auxiliary 
organization  that  is  commonly  assumed  in  the  traditional 
sense  by  the  membership  of  The  Lutheran  Church  — Mis¬ 
souri  Synod.  It  is  admittedly  different;  yet  its  very  structure 
and  its  unique  emphases  demonstrate  that  it  seeks  to  fulfill 
a  specific  role  within  the  total  program  and  ministry  of  the 
church  and  of  The  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri  Synod 

“We  believe  that  the  role  of  the  Walther  League  should 
be  viewed  in  the  context  of  the  church’s  total  character  and 
mission,  and  that  it  should  be  evaluated  and  responded  to 
accordingly.  We  are  convinced,  at  the  same  time,  that  other 
directions  and  emphases  among  our  youth  should  also  be 
recognized  and  studied  and  that  other  approaches  to  youth¬ 
ful  response  and  techniques  of  youth  programming  should 
be  considered  and  cultivated  within  the  church  to  guarantee 
the  full  potential  of  the  awakening  vitality  of  all  the  youth 
who  are  God’s  gift  to  the  church.”) 


To  Recognize  Dr.  Arthur  Miller’s  25th  Year 
of  Service 
RESOLUTION  7-16 

Whereas,  Dr.  Arthur  Miller  is  completing  his  25th 
year  as  Executive  Secretary  for  the  Board  of  Parish 
Education  of  The  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri  Synod, 
and  has  been  a  faithful  servant  of  our  Lord  and  the 
church  throughout  these  special  years  of  his  life;  and 

Whereas,  The  church  has  been  greatly  blessed  by  the 
positive  and  progressive  attitudes  and  approaches  fos¬ 
tered  in  the  Parish  Education  Department  throughout 
these  years;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  1971  convention  assembled  in 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  give  a  rising  vote  of  thanks  to  Dr. 
Arthur  Miller,  and  offer  our  prayers  of  thanks  and 
praise  to  God  for  having  given  the  church  this  faithful 
servant. 

Action:  Adopted  (4). 


To  Provide  Information  on  Scholarships 
RESOLUTION  7-17 
Overture  7-05  (CW,  p.  368) 

Whereas,  Many  young  people  see  world  hunger  and 
environmental  pollution  making  this  decade  one  that 
will  adversely  affect  their  future  and  that  of  their  chil¬ 
dren;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Youth  Ministry  gather 
a  file  of  information  on  available  scholarships  in  careers 
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and  professions  dealing  with  hunger  or  other  social 
and  environmental  concerns  and  make  such  information 
available  to  those  who  seek  it;  and  be  it  also 

Resolved,  That  congregations  be  urged  to  encourage 
young  people  with  interests  in  these  careers  by  provid¬ 
ing  assistance  where  necessary  in  securing  scholarships 
for  training  for  these  careers  and  professions. 

Action:  Adopted  (12). 

To  Resolve  Certain  Concerns  Regarding 
Walther  League  and  Board  of  Youth 
Ministry 

RESOLUTION  7-18 

Overtures  7-16,  7-17,  7-18,  7-20,  7-21,  7-24  (CW,  pp. 
371—376) 

The  Floor  Committee  on  Parish  Services  and  Youth 
noted  certain  areas  of  concern  which  need  to  be  re¬ 
solved.  The  committee  specifically  calls  the  attention 
of  the  convention  to  the  following: 

a.  Concern  for  the  present  program  content  and 
direction  of  the  Walther  League. 

b.  Concern  that  the  Walther  League  is  serving  only 
a  small  minority  of  the  youth  of  our  congregations. 

c.  Concern  that  the  primary  goal  of  the  Walther 
League  should  be  a  Gospel-oriented  program  of  evan¬ 
gelization. 

d.  Concern  for  use,  in  the  Walther  League,  of  ma¬ 
terials  regarded  by  some  as  humanistic  and  secularistic. 

e.  Concern  for  the  indiscriminate  listing  and  offer¬ 
ing  of  materials  by  the  Board  of  Youth  Ministry. 
Therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  to  these  concerns  the  convention 
direct  the  following  responses: 

a.  We  ask  that  the  Walther  League  staff  and  council 
be  open  and  responsive  to  the  guidance  and  experience 
of  the  Synod’s  Board  of  Youth  Ministry. 

b.  We  reaffirm  that  it  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Board  of  Youth  Ministry  to  “provide  guidance  for  all 
forms  of  interparish  ministry  among  youth  developed 
within  the  Synod,  such  as  the  Walther  League,  youth- 
adult  groups,  and  other  youth-led  movements  and  asso¬ 
ciations.”  ( Handbook ,  7.73  e) 

c.  We  urge  the  Walther  League  in  the  development 
of  its  ministry  to  be  mindful  of  its  objectives  as  stated 
in  the  Walther  League’s  statement  of  purpose,  Article 
II,  2.01  a:  “To  provide  opportunities  and  support  for 
youth-led  voluntary  services  in  carrying  on  the  mission 
of  the  Christian  church  among  mankind,”  and  2.01  e: 
“To  serve  The  Lutheran  Church  as  a  youth-led  ministry 
within  its  membership  and  supportive  of  its  objectives.” 

d.  With  reference  to  materials  offered  by  the  Wal¬ 
ther  League: 

1.  We  express  dissatisfaction  with  the  approach 
taken  in  the  newspaper,  Bridge.  In  its  efforts  to  call 
attention  to  the  issues  of  the  day  as  youth  see  them, 
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Bridge  evidences  an  attitude  of  smugness  and  self- 
righteousness  that  is  inconsistent  with  the  Christian 
spirit  and  with  the  Walther  League’s  own  call  for 
honesty. 

2.  We  remind  the  Walther  League  that  the  privilege 
of  auxiliary  relationship  which  the  league  seeks  to 
retain  with  the  church  imposes  a  responsibility  on  the 
league  for  the  type  of  materials  it  offers  and  promotes. 

e.  With  reference  to  materials  offered  by  the  Board 
of  Youth  Ministry: 

1.  We  recognize  that  Board  of  Youth  Ministry  ma¬ 
terials  cited  have  been  offered  only  as  possible  resources, 
to  be  used  with  sanctified  judgment.  We,  however, 
recommend  that  in  the  listing  of  resource  materials,  an 
evaluation  be  included. 

2.  We  recognize  the  difficulty  of  providing  material 
for  the  whole  scope  of  youth  interests  and  concerns,  and 
we  recognize  that  much  of  the  new  material  has  been 
addressed  to  new  emphases  and  styles,  but  we  encourage 
the  Board  of  Youth  Ministry  now  to  restudy  the  range 
of  its  resources  and  to  increase  its  offering  of  Christ- 
centered  and  Bible-oriented  materials. 

3.  We  encourage  the  Board  of  Youth  Ministry  to 
include  in  its  resources  packet  a  catalog  and  review 
of  materials  and  programs  developed  by  various  boards 
of  the  Synod  and  its  Districts  that  pertain  to  youth 
ministry.  (Handbook,  7.73  d) 

f.  We  encourage  the  congregations  of  the  Synod  to 
communicate  to  the  Board  of  Youth  Ministry  the  type 
of  help,  materials,  and  resources  desired  to  enable  them 
to  foster  a  responsible  ministry  with  youth. 

Action:  Adopted  (14). 

(In  Session  12  an  amendment  was  voted  down  to  change 
d,  1  to  read:  “We  express  concern  with  the  approach  taken 
in  the  newspaper  Bridge.  In  its  efforts  to  call  attention  to 
the  crucial  issues  of  the  day  as  youth  see  them,  Bridge  some¬ 
times  uses  expressions  and  forms  of  communication  which 
are  misunderstood  and  even  interpreted  as  contrary  to  the 
Christian  purpose  of  this  newspaper.” 

In  Session  14  another  amendment  was  offered:  “Be  it 
finally  resolved,  that  the  Synodical  President  appoint  an  in¬ 
dependent  ad  hoc  committee  with  equal  representation  of 
youth  and  adults  to  recommend  to  the  Synod  those  Walther 
League  forms  and  functions  that  will  be  compatible  with  the 
results  of  the  study.”  This  failed  to  carry. 

Finally  the  assembly  defeated,  330  to  366,  a  motion  to 
amend  d,  1  to  read:  “We  express  dissatisfaction  with  the 
tone  of  moral  superiority  we  detect  in  some  of  the  articles 
which  appear  in  the  newspaper  Bridge.  At  the  same  time 
we  express  appreciation  for  the  many  articles  which  probe 
a  Christian  response  to  the  evils  of  hunger,  racism,  and 
war.”) 

To  Accept  the  Report  of  the  Board 
of  Parish  Education 
RESOLUTION  7-19 
Report  7-01  (CW,  pp.  341—363) 

Resolved,  That  the  convention  accept  the  report  of 
the  Board  of  Parish  Education,  commending  the  board 
for  its  continued  assistance  to  parishes,  and  urging 
congregations  to  accept  challenges  and  responsibilities 
set  before  them. 

Action:  Adopted  (16). 
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To  Recognize  Concerns  for  Mission  :Life 

RESOLUTION  7-20 

Overtures  2-217,  2-242—2-253;  Report  7-01  I,  B  ( CW , 
pp.  109,  117—124,  343—346) 

A  Statement  Regarding  Mission:Life 

The  primary  concern  of  the  Mission:  Life  editors  is 
that  the  theology,  doctrine,  and  content  of  all  Mission: 
Life  courses,  as  well  as  the  teaching  of  them,  be  in 
accord  with  the  Holy  Scriptures,  the  Lutheran  Con¬ 
fessions,  and  the  officially  adopted  resolutions  of  the 
Synod.  To  this  end  they  subject  their  work  to  not 
just  one  but  a  number  of  established  review  procedures, 
including  the  critique  of  official  theological  reviewers. 

In  spite  of  responsible  editing  of  materials  prepared 
by  fellow  pastors  and  teachers  of  the  Synod,  and  careful 
reading  of  edited  materials  by  a  number  of  people  (in¬ 
cluding  fellow  staff  members  and  editors  of  Concordia 
Publishing  House),  matters  that  are  questionable,  in¬ 
adequate,  unwise,  unclear,  misunderstood,  or  subject 
to  differing  opinions  are  bound  to  appear  and  have 
appeared.  We  regret  the  difficulties  that  certain  of  the 
materials  have  created  and  also  the  misunderstandings 
that  may  have  resulted  from  the  form  in  which  they 
have  appeared. 

The  editors  of  the  Board  of  Parish  Education  readily 
agree  that  there  is  need  for  corrections  and  improve¬ 
ments.  They  stand  ready  to  make  revisions  at  their 
earliest  opportunity  in  response  to  valid  criticisms.  Such 
revisions  will  take  into  account  the  viewpoints,  con¬ 
cerns,  criticisms,  suggestions,  and  requests  expressed 
to  them  or  me  by  any  member  of  the  church  whom  we 
serve  in  behalf  of  Christ  and  God’s  mission. 

Allan  Jahsmann,  Executive  Editor 
Board  of  Parish  Education 
Approved  by: 

Dr.  A.  C.  Miller,  Executive  Secretary,  BPE 
Rev.  Justus  Kretzmann,  Chairman,  BPE 
Rev.  Delbert  Schulz,  Director  of  Research 
and  Development,  BPE 

Whereas,  The  Board  of  Parish  Education  has  imple¬ 
mented  previous  convention  resolutions  (Denver  7-01 
and  7-03,  especially)  by  producing  the  new  Mission: 
Life  curriculum;  and 

Whereas,  The  Mission:  Life  curriculum  has  been 
subject  to  much  criticism,  both  valid  and  invalid,  with 
regard  to  theology  and  philosophy;  and 

Whereas,  The  Mission:  Life  materials  are  intended 
to  form  the  basis  of  the  Synod’s  Christian  education 
program;  and 

Whereas,  The  executive  editor  of  the  Board  of  Par¬ 
ish  Education  has  stated  that  “In  spite  of  responsible 
editing  of  materials  prepared  by  fellow  pastors  and 
teachers  of  the  Synod,  and  careful  reading  of  edited 
materials  by  a  number  of  people  (including  fellow  staff 
members  and  editors  of  Concordia  Publishing  House), 
matters  that  are  questionable,  inadequate,  unwise,  un¬ 


clear,  misunderstood  or  subject  to  differing  opinions 
are  bound  to  appear  and  have  appeared.  We  regret  the 
difficulties  that  certain  of  the  materials  have  created 
and  also  the  misunderstanding  that  may  have  resulted 
from  the  form  in  which  they  have  appeared”;  and 

Whereas,  The  executive  editor  of  the  Board  of  Par¬ 
ish  Education  has  stated  that  “the  editors  of  the  Board 
of  Parish  Education  readily  agree  that  there  is  need  for 
corrections  and  improvements.  They  stand  ready  to 
make  revisions  at  their  earliest  opportunity  in  response 
to  valid  criticisms.  Such  revisions  will  take  into  account 
the  viewpoints,  concerns,  criticisms,  suggestions,  and 
requests  expressed  to  them  or  me  by  any  member  of 
the  church  whom  we  serve  in  behalf  of  Christ  and 
God’s  mission”;  and 

Whereas,  The  parish  is  ultimately  responsible  for 
what  is  taught  in  its  educational  agencies;  therefore 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  commend  the  Board  of 
Parish  Education  for  its  imagination  and  initiative  in 
the  production  of  Mission:  Life  materials;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  instruct  the  Board  of 
Parish  Education  “to  make  revisions  at  their  earliest 
opportunity  in  response  to  valid  criticisms”;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  the  synodical  Board  of  Doctrinal 
Review  be  charged  with  the  responsibility  of  reviewing 
immediately  the  material  critically,  and  that  the  Board 
of  Parish  Education  prepare  substitute  items  for  those 
not  approved  and  offer  them  also  to  congregations 
which  have  already  purchased  the  materials;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  congregations  be  encouraged  to  send 
all  evaluations  of  Mission:  Life  materials  to  the  Board 
of  Doctrinal  Review  and  the  Board  of  Parish  Education 
for  consideration;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  remind  every  congregation 
of  its  responsibility  to  evaluate  critically  all  the  ma¬ 
terials  used  in  its  educational  program  in  order  that 
they  be  soundly  Scriptural  and  that  the  saving  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ  predominate;  and  be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  urge  every  congregation 
to  develop  the  best  possible  corps  of  teachers  for  all 
age  levels  in  the  congregation. 

Action:  Adopted  (16). 

(This  resolution  as  well  as  Resolutions  7-21  and  7-22 
were  presented  jointly  by  Committees  2  and  7.  A  charge 
of  false  doctrine  against  those  disseminating  Mission:  Life 
material  was  ruled  out  of  order  by  the  First  Vice-President, 
who  was  presiding  at  the  time.) 

To  Continue  to  Publish  “Life  in  Christ” 
Sunday  School  Materials 
RESOLUTION  7-21 

Overtures  2-245,  2-246,  2-247,  2-253  (CW,  pp.  118—124) 

Whereas,  Not  all  congregations  may  be  able  to  use 
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Mission:  Life  materials  because  of  staff,  facilities,  fi¬ 
nances,  or  dissatisfaction  with  Mission:  Life;  therefore 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  Concordia  Publishing  House  continue 
to  publish  the  Life  in  Christ  series  along  with  resource 
packets. 

Action:  Adopted  (16). 

To  Produce  Doctrinally  Pure  Materials 

RESOLUTION  7-22 

Overtures  2-242—2-254  ( CW ,  pp.  117 — 124) 

Whereas,  Article  VI,  4  of  the  Synod’s  Constitution 
states  that  a  condition  of  membership  in  the  Synod  is 
“Exclusive  use  of  doctrinally  pure  agenda,  hymnbooks, 
and  catechisms  in  church  and  school”;  and 

Whereas,  The  function  of  the  Board  of  Parish  Edu¬ 
cation  is  to  assist  in  every  possible  manner  “the  congre¬ 
gations  of  the  Synod  in  arranging  and  carrying  out  a 
comprehensive  and  effective  program  of  Christian  edu¬ 
cation,  so  that  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  may  become 
ever  more  effective  in  the  life  of  the  individual  Christian 
and  of  the  congregation”  (Bylaw  7.25) ;  and 

Whereas,  The  Board  of  Parish  Education  shall  there¬ 
fore  (among  other  assignments)  “plan  and  direct  the 
production  of  textbooks  and  other  printed  materials 
necessary  to  carry  out  an  effective  program  of  parish 
education”  (Bylaw  7.25  c) ;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  remind  the  Board  of  Parish  Edu¬ 
cation  of  the  need  for  more  careful  editing  and  more 
faithful  doctrinal  review;  and  be  it  also 

Resolved,  That  we  pray  the  guidance  of  God’s  Holy 
Spirit  on  the  Board  of  Parish  Education  and  its  staff 
as  it  seeks  to  produce  materials  that  are  in  harmony 
with  the  Scriptures  and  its  confessional  stance  and 
that  will  fulfill  the  church’s  ministry  to  provide  Christ- 
centered  education  for  all  age  levels. 

Action:  Adopted  (16). 


8.  EVANGELISM 

To  Adopt  Evangelism  Affirmations:  Our 
Commitment  to  Reconciliation  Through 
Evangelism 

RESOLUTION  8-01 

In  response  to  Request  by  President  Preus 

Whereas,  The  President  of  the  Synod  has  requested 
that  a  series  of  evangelism  affirmations  be  drafted  for 
consideration  by  the  Synod;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  in  convention  assembled 
adopt  as  its  own  the  statement  entitled,  “Our  Commit¬ 
ment  to  Reconciliation  Through  Evangelism”;  and  be  it 
further 


Resolved,  That  we  commend  the  statement  to  the 
Synod  for  use  in  motivating  the  people  of  our  Synod 
to  further  commitment  to  evangelism;  and  be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  in  convention  express  its 
adoption  of  the  statement  by  rising  and  affirming  to¬ 
gether  each  of  the  statement’s  five  affirmations. 

Action:  Adopted  (1). 

(The  committee  accepted  the  suggestion  to  insert  into 
para.  1  of  the  second  Affirmation  the  words  “by  ourselves.” 
A  motion  to  strike  the  final  resolved  of  Res.  8-01  was  de¬ 
feated.) 

Evangelism  Affirmations 
Our  Commitment  to  Reconciliation 
Through  Evangelism 

At  Detroit,  in  1965,  The  Lutheran  Church  — Mis¬ 
souri  Synod  adopted  the  “Mission  Affirmations.”  Cor¬ 
rectly  understood  and  consistently  applied,  these  Mis¬ 
sion  Affirmations  have  the  potential  for  taking  our 
church  by  the  hand,  in  an  adventure  of  faith,  as  we 
follow  our  Lord  ever  deeper  into  the  20th  century. 
Wrapped  in  the  whole  cloth  of  the  Mission  Affirmations 
the  church  finds  warmth,  protection,  strengthening 
safety,  and  direction. 

So  that  we  may  more  fully  appreciate  the  won¬ 
der  and  totality  of  our  mission,  some  individual  threads 
of  this  whole  cloth  may  be  isolated  and  studied.  In 
this  way  we  develop  not  only  an  appreciation  of  the 
parts  but,  through  study,  a  deeper  appreciation  of  the 
whole. 

The  five  statements  following,  offered  under  the 
title  “Our  Commitment  to  Reconciliation  Through  Evan¬ 
gelism,”  are  a  few  threads  capable  of  individual  study 
but  finally  best  appreciated  when  rewoven  into  the 
whole  cloth  and  used  for  His  purpose.  May  God  give  us 
His  power  to  make  an  open  and  honest  confession  of 
conviction  concerning  these  statements,  and  the  wisdom 
from  on  high  which  alone  makes  it  possible  to  trans¬ 
late  confession’s  words  into  commitment’s  deeds. 

I.  God  is  alive,  present,  and  active  with  an  eternal 
purpose  in  today’s  world. 

Alive  is  not  enough!  God  is  alive,  present,  and  active 
with  a  purpose  in  our  world  —  today!  To  Moses  of 
old  He  identified  Himself  as  the  “I  AM.”  We  believe 
this  descriptive  name  is  still  accurate.  God  stands  hip- 
deep  in  every  day,  at  every  level  of  life,  as  dynamically 
involved  in  all  creation’s  activities  as  when  He  first 
called  forth  life  from  the  inky  stillness  with  a  com¬ 
manding,  “Let  there  be  .  .  .”  Refusing  to  be  a  God 
either  exclusively  of  the  hills  or  exclusively  of  the  val¬ 
leys,  He  ranges  the  full  sweep  of  creation,  stamping  all 
things  with  His  claim  of  ownership.  At  the  same  time 
He  is  actively  involved  in  every  moment  of  history, 
pronouncing  judgment  and  offering  grace.  Moved  by 
a  steadfast  love  —  a  love  which  has  stood  from  the 
dawn  of  creation  and  is  promised  to  last  until  the 
earth’s  last  day  ends  in  fiery  splendor  —  our  God  is 
intent  on  revealing  and  offering  the  salvation  earned 
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by  Christ.  The  Christian  leans  on  this  daily,  loving 
presence  of  God  and  the  good  He  brings. 

“Let  the  heathen  rage  .  .  .  ”  —  let  the  troublesome 
symptoms  of  man’s  inability  to  manage  his  world  press 
in  on  every  side  —  let  war,  hunger,  and  hatred  stalk 
the  lands  —  let  the  church  struggle  with  her  false  sons 
and  view  with  concern  her  tumbling  steeples  —  let  it  all 
happen!  We  will  yet  trust  in  His  proven  promise,  “Lo, 
I  am  with  you  always.  ...”  The  One  who  moves  with 
a  purpose  seeking  the  lost,  reclaiming  the  kidnapped, 
and  rescuing  His  children  in  bondage  is  busily  doing 
His  work  in  and  through  creation,  in  and  through  his¬ 
tory,  in  and  through  the  church,  and  in  and  through 
His  redeemed.  This  we  believe. 

II.  In  Christ  He  offers  the  only  final  relief  for  man’s 
sinfulness. 

Sin  is  not  a  narrow  Puritan  concept,  hung  about 
man’s  neck  by  neurotic  clerics  or  guilt-ridden  laymen. 
It  is  the  awesome  reality  which  permeates  every  nook 
and  cranny  of  human  exchange.  In  its  crudest  form  sin 
is  raw  rebellion.  This  rebellion,  understood  in  the  broad 
terms  of  Scripture,  includes  our  refusal  to  let  God  reign 
in  our  lives  and  our  yen  to  replace  Him  with  more 
manageable  deities  of  our  own  making.  Sin  involves  our 
open  admission  that  to  err  is  human.  Human  it  is!  And 
not  all  the  limp  explanations  that  “no  one  is  perfect” 
can  compensate  for  the  grim  consequences  of  our  mul¬ 
titudinous  mistakes.  Sin  includes  our  constant  inability 
to  do  the  right  and  our  equally  constant  problem  of 
not  even  knowing  by  ourselves  what  is  right.  In  every 
expression,  sin  is  an  awesome  and  destroying  reality 
beyond  our  power  to  neutralize,  correct,  or  ignore. 

Because  there  is  sin  and  because  man  is  the  carrier 
of  this  disease,  there  can  be  no  peace  nor  any  sure 
prospect  of  peace,  whether  between  God  and  man  or 
between  man  and  man,  without  divine  intervention. 
Sin  sows  seeds  of  war,  hatred,  racism,  cruelty,  insensi¬ 
tivity,  selfishness,  pride,  greed,  lust,  anger,  and  deceit. 
Sin  stifles  faith,  trust,  hope,  love,  and  acceptance  of 
God.  In  any  direction  man  turns,  in  every  expression  of 
man’s  relationship  to  others,  even  himself,  the  painful 
presence  of  sin  with  all  its  consequences  scars  our  life 
and  renders  us  incomplete.  It  leads  to  death. 

But  God  does  not  want  it  that  way!  In  His  wisdom 
and  by  His  will,  He  has  offered  the  antidote  to  sin’s 
universal  effects  in  the  sacrifice  of  His  Son,  Jesus 
Christ.  In  and  through  Christ,  sin’s  daily  expressions 
are  significantly  abated  and  its  eternal  consequences 
potentially  neutralized.  We  are  offered  in  the  Savior 
One  who  brings  forgiveness  and,  with  forgiveness,  those 
gifts,  of  divine  origin,  needed  to  accept  His  offer.  In 
time,  through  forgiveness,  we  are  strengthened  to  live 
the  life  in  Christ,  with  all  that  this  means.  In  eternity 
we  will  live  with  Christ,  with  all  that  this  promises. 
This  we  believe. 

III.  Our  acceptance  of  forgiveness  leads  to  recon¬ 
ciliation  and  the  promised  changes  His  presence  brings. 

A  man,  in  Christ,  is  new!  His  thoughts  are  new. 


His  hopes  are  new.  His  actions  are  new.  His  under¬ 
standing  is  new.  His  power  to  live  is  new.  All  that  he 
is  flies  under  the  “newness”  banner.  The  walls  between 
a  man  and  God  and  between  a  man  and  his  fellowmen 
begin  to  crumble  and  then  collapse.  Separating  dif¬ 
ferences  grow  dim  and  fade  away.  Ancient  rivalries 
and  old  struggles  for  supremacy  disappear.  A  new  re¬ 
lationship,  based  on  love  shown,  begins  to  grow.  Rec¬ 
onciliation  flowers  into  full  bloom.  With  reconciliation, 
man  changes. 

The  world  calmly  assures  us  that  the  leopard  is 
spotted  to  his  dying  day  and  insists  on  this  same  change¬ 
lessness  for  man.  In  Christ,  we  cry  out  our  contra¬ 
diction  to  this  frightening  and  horribly  imprisoning 
logic.  Though  in  nature  leopards  do  not  change  their 
spots,  with  man  it  can  be  different!  The  future  offers 
more  than  a  dominating,  monotonous  repetition  of  past 
hopelessness.  It  takes  on  the  promise  of  the  new  crea¬ 
tion  and  the  brighter  day  with  our  Lord.  Death,  our 
oldest  enemy  —  fathered  by  sin  —  is  no  longer  an  end 
but  a  transition  point  as  we  move  from  life  to  life.  We 
become  a  people  with  possibilities,  and  we  proclaim  a 
message  of  all  the  new  possibilities  Christ  has  earned 
and  offers  to  mankind.  Defenseless  lambs  can  safely 
bed  down  with  the  ravenous  lions  of  life.  Every  tense 
relationship  now  contains  the  expectation  of  positive 
resolution.  When  men  are  made  new  by  a  new  birth, 
in  and  through  the  Spirit,  everything  about  them  is 
touched  with  the  opportunity  of  newness.  Deaf  ears 
hear.  Blind  eyes  see.  Dull  senses  brightly  respond. 
Man  learns  to  live  confidently  with  himself;  he  also 
learns  to  live  constructively  with  his  brother.  Most 
important,  he  learns  to  live  joyfully  with  his  God.  He  is 
changed.  Through  the  Spirit  he  is  new.  This  we  believe. 

IV.  God  has  changed  me  and  has  placed  me  in  this 
world,  at  this  time,  that  I  may  proclaim  His  power  to 
redeem  and  effect  reconciling  change. 

All  that  God  desires  to  do  for  mankind  He  has  done 
for  and  to  those  who,  by  faith  in  Christ,  call  Him  Father. 
It  certainly  begins  as  a  private  experience  when,  through 
His  means  of  grace,  Baptism  and  the  Word,  God  makes 
the  Christian’s  heart  His  home.  But  this  is  not  intended 
to  remain  an  exclusively  private  relationship,  initiated 
and  then  maintained  in  secrecy.  God’s  people  have 
never  been  able  to  conceal  the  enormity  of  what  has 
happened  to  them.  We  are  compelled  to  tell  all.  Having 
first  received  the  redeeming  grace,  we  proclaim  its 
power  to  affect  all  people. 

It  is  no  accident  that  this  year  of  God’s  reign  is, 
individually,  our  moment  for  living  the  new  life.  In 
His  wisdom,  we  have  been  chosen  for  this  time  and 
this  place.  While  there  is  a  place  in  the  Christian  life 
for  private  meditation  and  quiet,  inner  rejoicing,  there 
must  also  be  a  place  for  bold,  public  profession  and 
positive  proclamation  so  that  all  who  sit  in  their  dark¬ 
ened  individuality  may  know  of  and  be  led  to  accept 
the  brightness  of  His  coming.  As  Christians  individually 
witness  to  what  has  happened  in  their  lives  because  of 
Christ,  they  become  the  bearers  of  Good  News.  This 
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Good  News  can,  in  turn,  bring  to  others  a  rebirth  and 
the  change  which  not  only  gives  life  a  purpose  but  also 
opens  the  way  to  the  purposeful  life  which  has  no  end. 
Changed  people  are  empowered,  by  God,  to  change 
people.  This  we  believe. 

V.  When  I  proclaim,  by  word  and  deed,  His  recon¬ 
ciling  intention  for  all  men,  1  am  in  mission. 

How  shall  we  as  Christians  have  a  final  and  mean¬ 
ingful  effect  on  this  world  with  all  its  ills?  We  are 
having  just  such  an  effect  when  we  are  in  mission. 
That  means  we  are  acting  as  God’s  agents,  doing  God’s 
work  among  His  people  of  every  nation.  Being  “in 
mission”  is  the  primary  purpose  of  our  lives.  As  we 
put  this  purpose  into  practice,  we  remember  that  the 
mission  is  not  of  our  making.  It  is  His.  He  has  set  the 
boundaries,  the  direction,  and  the  scope  of  Christian 
activity.  From  the  first  He  has  placed  witness -bearing 
at  the  forefront  of  Christian  activity.  This  witness¬ 
bearing  is  the  public  profession  that  we  kneel  in  obedi¬ 
ence  before  Him,  accepting  the  completeness  of  what 
He  has  done  for  us.  He  called  us  into  being  through 
creation.  He  opened  the  way  for  a  new  way  through 
redemption.  He  gives  us  the  new  life,  with  all  it  means 
in  terms  of  faith  and  the  practice  of  our  faith,  through 
sanctification. 

Without  question  this  witness-bearing  is  that  which 
He  has  equipped  us  to  do  best.  The  practice  of  witness¬ 
bearing  lies  within  the  realm  of  possibility  for  every 
Christian,  regardless  of  age,  intellectual  capability,  sex, 
or  racial  characteristic.  Witnessing  that  brings  God- 
given  change  into  the  lives  of  others  is  the  first  step  in 
ultimately  correcting  the  ills  of  any  society,  changing 
the  course  of  human  existence,  and  opening  the  door  to 
a  sense  of  brotherhood  and  equality  which  give  hope 
for  our  world’s  tomorrow.  I  may  not  have  a  social 
sensitivity  up  to  the  demands  of  this  day;  I  may  fight 
bitter  internal  battles  stifling  racism;  I  may  be  blinded 
to  some  of  the  overwhelming  inequities  of  life;  but  I  live 
with  hope  that  the  same  God  who  has  by  the  Spirit 
turned  me  in  faith  to  Him  can  through  the  same  Spirit 
use  me  to  turn  others  in  faith.  I  believe  that  the  same 
God  who  has  opened  my  eyes  will  let  me  lead  my 
brother,  and  help  me  be  led  by  my  brother,  so  that  any 
personal  inabilities  do  not  finally  cripple  the  body  of 
Christ  but  rather  are  subverted  to  the  strengths  of 
others.  The  ability  He  gives  to  all  His  children  is  the 
ability  to  be  His  agent  for  change  through  Spirit-led 
witness-bearing.  Changing  people  in  this  way  is  that 
which  Christians  do  best.  Changed  people,  in  turn, 
change  our  world.  This  we  believe. 

Therefore:  I  commit  myself  to  this,  His  purpose  for 
me,  and  pledge  my  life  to  this  end. 

Every  member  of  The  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri 
Synod,  every  worker  in  this  body  of  God’s  people, 
everyone  who  claims  Christ  as  Redeemer  and  King  is 
herewith  called  to  face  again  the  pressure  of  our  mo¬ 
ment  with  the  strength  of  the  purpose  and  the  power 


He  has  given.  Let  children  speak  the  love  of  Christ; 
let  parents  speak  the  love  of  Christ;  let  pastors  speak 
the  love  of  Christ;  let  teachers,  teen-agers,  officials, 
servants  of  the  church,  and  all  others  speak  the  love  of 
Christ.  Let  us  determine  to  rededicate  ourselves  to 
God’s  intention  for  us.  Let  us  be  daily  witnesses  of 
His  love  and  care,  and  seek  to  become  even  better 
bearers  of  the  Good  News  in  Christ. 

The  disciples  at  Ascension  were  reminded  by  Christ 
that  witness-bearing  stood  center  stage  in  their  lives. 
It  has  not  changed  in  the  ensuing  years.  It  still  stands 
as  the  focal  activity  of  our  lives  in  Christ.  We  ought 
to  commit  our  lives  to  this  purpose.  Let  it  be  said  of 
us  that  we  did. 

To  Recommend  Key  73 

RESOLUTION  8-02 

Report  1-01,  VI;  Overture  8-03  (CW,  pp.  18,  377) 

Whereas,  More  than  80  Christian  denominations  and 
organizations  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  have 
considered  and  approved  participation  in  an  evangelism 
effort  known  as  Key  73;  and 

Whereas,  The  Denver  convention  of  the  Synod  re¬ 
solved  that  there  should  be  a  Synodwide  evangelism 
effort  in  1973  to  coincide  with  the  nationwide  evangelism 
emphasis  by  other  Christian  denominations;  and 

Whereas,  Our  Synod  has  been  invited  to  share  in 
this  evangelism  effort  and  has  had  representation  on 
committees  planning  Key  73;  and 

Whereas,  There  are  certain  areas  of  concern  which 
develop  as  we  consider  participation  in  this  important 
project;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  commend  the  initiators  of  Key  73 
for  their  careful  planning  and  for  establishing  safe¬ 
guarding  principles  to  protect  the  theological  integrity 
of  all  participants;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  The  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri 
Synod  participate  in  Key  73  to  the  extent  that  our 
fellowship  principles  permit;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  request  the  Commission  on  The¬ 
ology  and  Church  Relations  to  study  Key  73  and  pub¬ 
lish  guidelines  for  our  involvement  in  this  cooperative 
venture;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  our  congregations  in¬ 
volve  themselves  in  Key  73  in  every  way  which  doe; 
not  violate  our  doctrinal  positions;  and  be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  we  request  the  Board  of  Directors  to 
appropriate  up  to  $10,000  per  year,  through  1973,  as  our 
responsible  share  of  this  effort  to  confront  our  nations 
with  a  lively  witness  to  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Action:  Adopted  (2). 

(An  amendment  to  strike  the  third  resolved  failed  to 

carry.) 
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To  Accept  the  President’s  Challenge 
for  Outreach 
RESOLUTION  8-03 

In  Response  to  the  Report  of  President  Preus 

Whereas,  Our  Lord  says  in  Acts  1:8,  “You  shall  be 
witnesses  unto  Me  .  .  .  and 

Whereas,  Statistics  reveal  a  tremendous  challenge 
to  the  church  today  in  gaining  souls  for  Christ;  and 
Whereas,  Our  President  has  challenged  the  members 
of  our  Synod  to  mark  the  occasion  of  the  125th  anni¬ 
versary  celebration  by  demonstrating  a  passion  for 
souls  through  “endeavoring  to  gain  125,000  converts  to 
our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ”;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  in  recognition  of  God’s  grace  during 
125  years  of  blessings  to  our  Synod  we  rededicate  our¬ 
selves  to  increased  efforts  in  evangelism;  and  be  it  also 
Resolved,  That  we  accept  the  President’s  challenge 
for  outreach  through  personal  prayers  for  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  a  concerted  effort  in  personal  wit¬ 
nessing. 

Action:  Adopted  (2). 

To  Concern  Ourselves  with  “Back-Door 
Losses” 

RESOLUTION  8-04 

In  Response  to  the  Report  of  President  Preus 

Whereas,  Statistics  reveal  a  tremendous  challenge 
in  preventing  losses  to  the  church;  and 

Whereas,  Our  sincere  concern  for  souls  compels  us 
to  give  greater  attention  to  these  back-door  losses; 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  request  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Evangelism  to  address  itself  toward  diagnosing 
the  problem  of  back-door  losses  in  our  church  and 
endeavor  to  prescribe  remedies. 

Action:  Adopted  (2). 

To  Accept  the  Report  of  the  Department 
of  Evangelism 
RESOLUTION  8-05 
Report  1-01,  VI  (CW,  pp.  16—19) 

Whereas,  Considerable  effort  has  been  expended  by 
members  of  the  Evangelism  Department,  the  Evan¬ 
gelism  Commission,  and  the  Evangelism  Task  Force  in 
fulfilling  their  tasks  as  evidenced  by  the  evangelism 
report  on  pages  16—19  of  the  Convention  Workbook; 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  commend  the  efforts 
of  the  Department  of  Evangelism,  the  Evangelism  Com¬ 
mission,  and  the  Evangelism  Task  Force;  and  be  it  also 


Resolved,  That  the  report  on  evangelism  (CW  pp, 
16 — 19)  be  accepted. 

Action:  Adopted  (4). 


To  Increase  Our  Evangelism  Thrust 
RESOLUTION  8-06 
Report  1-01,  VI  (CW,  pp.  16—19) 

Whereas,  Denver  Resolution  1-02  has  directed  an 
increased  Synodwide  evangelism  thrust;  and 

Whereas,  It  is  essential  that  there  be  a  strengthening 
of  a  personal  consciousness  for  an  increased  and  on¬ 
going  sharing  of  the  Gospel;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  commend  the  Department  of 
Evangelism  for  its  efforts  at  developing  an  aggressive 
ongoing  program  and  we  request  the  department  to 
assist  the  Synod  in  increasing  its  evangelism  thrust 
in  every  way  possible. 

Action:  Adopted  (4). 


To  Study  the  Office  of  Evangelist 
RESOLUTION  8-07 
Overture  8-01  (CW,  p.  377) 

Whereas,  Eph.  4:11  states,  “His  gifts  were  that  some 
should  be  .  .  .  evangelists”;  and 

Whereas,  There  is  a  growing  desire  in  our  Synod 
and  its  congregations  for  active  evangelistic  outreach 
and  increasing  concern  for  an  office  of  evangelist  in  the 
parishes  of  our  Synod;  and 

Whereas,  There  is  a  need  for  persons  with  specialized 
training  in  the  area  of  evangelism  to  complement  and 
supplement  the  work  of  our  pastors  in  many  parishes- 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  request  the  Commission  on  The- 
okigy  and  Church  Relations  to  study  and  define  the 
office  of  evangelist,  especially  as  it  relates  to  the  office 
of  the  pastor  and  to  the  doctrine  of  church  and  ministry 
and  that  the  commission  report  to  the  Synod  on  this  at  an 
early  date. 

Action:  Adopted  (2). 


To  Encourage  Evangelism  Programs 
in  the  Schools  of  Our  Synod 
RESOLUTION  8-08 
Overture  8-04  (CW,  pp.  377 — 378) 

Whereas,  Several  of  our  schools  have  programs  sim¬ 
ilar  to  the  Ambassadors  program  of  Concordia  Teachers 
College,  Seward,  Nebr.,  all  of  which  have  demonstrated 
their  value  in  pilot  projects;  and 

Whereas,  These  programs  have  proven  their  effec¬ 
tiveness  as  a  means  of  training  students  and  congrega¬ 
tions  in  various  aspects  of  evangelism;  and 
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Whereas,  These  programs  provide  the  students  and 
members  of  congregations  opportunities  to  understand 
better  the  nature  of  the  church  as  a  worshiping  and  wit¬ 
nessing  fellowship;  and 

Whereas,  Those  persons  attending  the  schools  of  our 
Synod  should  have,  as  a  part  of  their  training,  a  similar 
experience  in  order  better  to  equip  themselves  for  the 
work  of  the  church;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  commend  those  schools  which 
have  taken  initiative  in  establishing  voluntary  evange¬ 
lism  programs  through  their  faculty  and  students;  and 
be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  encourage  all  schools  of  the  Synod 
to  establish  or  further  implement  a  voluntary  program 
similar  to  the  Ambassadors  program;  and  be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  encourage  her  congrega¬ 
tions  to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefits  and  blessings 
which  can  come  from  inviting  such  student  groups  to 
share  in  their  congregation’s  ministry. 

Action:  Adopted  (2). 

To  Encourage  All  Terminal  Schools 
in  Evangelism  Training 

RESOLUTION  8-09 

Overtures  8-01,  8-02,  8-04  (CW,  pp.  377— 378) 

Whereas,  The  function  of  evangelism  is  essential  to 
the  church’s  Gospel  ministry  to  the  world;  and 

Whereas,  Understanding  the  nature  of  evangelism 
and  developing  skills  in  the  practice  of  evangelism  are 
essential  to  the  preparation  of  those  who  are  to  enter 
the  church’s  ministry  as  pastors  and  teachers;  and 

Whereas,  Pastors,  congregations,  and  church  officials 
have  called  attention  to  the  need  for  more  adequate 
preparation  of  pastors  and  teachers  in  evangelism  con¬ 
cepts  and  skills;  and 

Whereas,  Terminal  schools  of  our  Synod  are  seeking 
to  respond  to  the  need  to  provide  the  Synod  with  can¬ 
didates  for  the  pastoral  and  teaching  ministry  who  are 
enabled  to  equip  the  church  to  carry  out  its  evangelism 
function;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  commend  the  schools  of  our  Synod 
for  their  ready  response  to  the  Synod’s  evangelism  needs 
and  for  their  curricular  offerings  and  extracurricular 
programs  designed  to  provide  more  effective  training 
in  evangelism;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  encourage  the  faculties  of  our 
terminal  schools  to  do  whatever  may  be  necessary, 
through  both  required  and  elective  courses,  to  assure 
that  the  candidates  for  pastoral  and  teaching  ministry 
in  our  Synod  are  equipped  with  both  knowledge  and 
skills  to  assist  the  congregations  of  our  Synod  in  evan¬ 
gelistic  outreach;  and  be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  our  terminal  schools  include  a  spe¬ 


cific  response  to  this  request  in  their  next  report  to  the 
Synod  so  that  we  may  all  share  in  the  excitement  stem¬ 
ming  from  their  efforts. 

Action:  Adopted  (2). 

9.  SOCIAL  ACTION  AND  WELFARE 

To  Implement  Social  Ministry  Matters 
in  Districts 

RESOLUTION  9-01 
Overture  9-34  (CW,  pp.  396—397) 

Whereas,  The  Synod  has  recognized  social  ministry 
and  world  relief  to  be  an  integral,  legitimate,  and  valid 
part  of  the  work  of  the  church  at  large  and  of  the  local 
congregation;  and 

Whereas,  Constitutionally  it  is  the  accepted  prin¬ 
ciple  of  our  church  that  the  District  is  the  arm  of  the 
Synod  and  that  all  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Synod  are 
binding  on  the  Districts  (cf.  Bylaws  3.07  a);  and 

Whereas,  Many  of  the  resolutions  of  the  Synod  re¬ 
lating  to  social  ministry  and  world  relief  lose  their 
effectiveness  unless  they  are  implemented  in  the  vari¬ 
ous  Districts;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Districts  be  reminded  that  reso¬ 
lutions  passed  by  the  Synod  with  regard  to  social  min¬ 
istry  and  world  relief  are  just  as  binding  as  resolutions 
adopted  in  other  areas  of  synodical  concern;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  officials  of  the  Districts  be  urged  to 
exercise  diligence  in  the  implementation  of  social  min¬ 
istry  and  world  relief  resolutions;  and  be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Social  Ministry  and 
World  Relief  be  instructed  to  assist  the  Districts’  im¬ 
plementation  of  synodical  social  ministry  and  world  re¬ 
lief  resolutions  and  help  them  evaluate  their  program 
and  to  encourage  action  by  the  responsible  officers  and 
boards  of  the  Districts  to  carry  out  the  resolutions  of 
the  Synod  in  the  field  of  social  ministry  and  world  re¬ 
lief,  so  that  the  church  be  involved  in  its  ministry  and 
mission  to  man  in  his  totality. 

Action:  Adopted  (14). 

To  Accept  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Social 
Ministry  and  World  Relief 

RESOLUTION  9-02 
Report  9-01  (CW,  pp.  379— 383) 

Whereas,  The  report  of  the  Board  of  Social  Ministry 
and  World  Relief  reveals  that  the  board  has  been  faith¬ 
ful  in  the  discharge  of  its  assigned  duties;  and 

Whereas,  The  report  contains  much  of  value  for  the 
ongoing  mission  and  ministry  of  the  church;  and 

Whereas,  The  report,  in  the  opinion  of  Floor  Com¬ 
mittee  9,  accurately  reflects  the  work  of  the  Board  of 
Social  Ministry  and  World  Relief;  therefore  be  it 
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Resolved,  That  the  Synod  assembled  in  convention 
accept  the  report  of  this  board;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  express  its  thanks  and  ap¬ 
preciation  to  the  members  of  the  board  and  the  staff 
who  have  given  unstintingly  of  their  time  and  talents 
during  the  past  biennium;  and  be  it  finally 

Resolved ,  That  the  Synod  give  earnest  consideration 
to  all  items  in  this  report. 

Action:  Adopted  (14). 

To  Accept  the  Report  of  the  Commission 
on  Social  Concerns 

RESOLUTION  9-03 
Report  9-05  (CW,  pp.  387—388) 

Whereas,  The  report  of  the  Commission  on  Social 
Concerns  is,  in  the  judgment  of  Committee  9,  an  ac¬ 
curate  description  of  its  work  during  the  past  bien¬ 
nium;  and 

Whereas,  The  report  reveals  the  fine  conscientious 
service  that  has  been  rendered  to  the  members  of  the 
Synod  by  this  commission;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  convention  accept  the  report  of 
the  Commission  on  Social  Concerns;  and  be  it  also 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  express  its  thanks  and  ap¬ 
preciation  for  the  competent  and  conscientious  service 
rendered  by  the  members  of  this  commission. 

Action:  Adopted  (14). 

To  Manifest  Concern  for  the  Indian  American 
RESOLUTION  9-04 
Overture  9-13  (CW,  pp.  390— 391) 

Whereas,  The  Indian  American  has  suffered  in  the 
past  and  continues  to  suffer  because  of  a  lack  of  action 
on  our  part  and  others  within  our  society;  and 

Whereas,  Our  Christian  calling  obligates  us  to  dem¬ 
onstrate  genuine  concern  for  all  men,  and  especially 
for  those  who  have  been  victims  of  oppression;  and 

Whereas,  Too  often  the  church’s  approach  to  the  In¬ 
dian  American  has  tended  to  equate  the  preaching  of 
the  Gospel  with  a  specific  pattern  of  western  European 
culture;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  thank  those  who  have  manifested 
interest  and  concern  for  the  Indian  American,  such  as 
the  Board  for  Missions  and  the  Board  of  Social  Min¬ 
istry  of  The  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri  Synod,  the 
Lutheran  Human  Relations  Association,  and  the  Lu¬ 
theran  Church  and  Indian  People;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  confess  our  share  in  sins  of  omis¬ 
sion  and  commission  that  fail  to  recognize  the  Indian 
American  as  a  creature  of  God  like  ourselves;  and  be 
it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  always  determine  first  to  hear  the 
Indian  American  out  on  his  own  terms  and  to  under¬ 


stand  his  unique  culture  and  his  own  valuable  contri¬ 
butions  to  the  American  way  of  life;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  encourage  our  Board  of  Social 
Ministry  to  develop  effective  ways  of  bringing  the  min¬ 
istry  of  Jesus  Christ  to  the  Indian  American;  and  be  it 
finally 

Resolved,  That  we  constantly  remind  governmental 
agencies  and  other  agencies  concerned  with  Indian  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  desperate  plight  of  the  Indian  American  and 
of  our  appreciation  of  the  cultural  traditions  and  values 
of  the  Indian  American  and  of  the  importance  of  pre¬ 
serving  his  dignity  in  whatever  approach  is  taken  to  the 
solution  of  his  problems. 

Action:  Adopted  (11). 

(An  amendment  to  strike  the  last  resolved  was  defeated.) 

To  Help  Provide  Housing  for  Spanish- 
Speaking  People 

RESOLUTION  9-05 
Overture  9-14  (CW,  p.  391) 

Whereas,  Overture  9-14  calls  attention  to  a  large 
number  of  people  in  the  United  States  who  are  suffer¬ 
ing  in  the  area  of  inferior  employment,  poor  housing, 
inadequate  medical  attention,  and  inadequate  education; 
and 

Whereas,  This  overture  advocates  involvement  in 
the  program  “Crises  in  the  Nation,”  sponsored  by  a  sec¬ 
tion  of  American  Ministries  of  the  Council  of  Churches; 
and 

Whereas,  Our  Synod  in  its  New  York  convention 
committed  itself  to  the  “Keys  for  Christ”  program,  pro¬ 
viding  seed  money  for  housing  for  the  needy  and  dis¬ 
advantaged;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  decline  Overture  9-14;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  we  urge  our  congregations  to  give 
their  support  to  the  Keys  for  Christ  program;  and  be 
it  finally 

Resolved,  To  urge  those  who  see  the  need  for  hous¬ 
ing  in  their  communities  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
resources  of  this  program. 

Action:  Adopted  (14). 

(The  delegates  turned  down  an  amendment  to  replace  the 
resolution  with  Overture  9-14,  Workbook,  p.  391.) 

Resolution  Concerning  Refugee  Problems 
RESOLUTION  9-06 
Report  9-01  (CW,  pp.  379— 383) 

Whereas,  Our  World  Relief  program  has  consistently 
sought  to  meet  human  needs  where  they  have  existed 
as  is  reported  in  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Social  Min¬ 
istry  and  World  Relief  (CW,  pp.  379— 380) ;  and 

Whereas,  The  plight  of  millions  of  refugees  coming 
to  India  from  East  Pakistan  during  the  past  few  months 
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is  virtually  unprecedented  in  intensity  (it  is  estimated 
that  the  number  will  soon  reach  ten  million) ;  and 

Whereas,  Currently  as  a  result  of  widespread  ex¬ 
posure  by  the  public  media  of  the  misery  of  these  refu¬ 
gees,  the  sympathies  of  the  American  people  have  been 
aroused,  creating  a  desire  to  help  them;  and 

Whereas,  Our  Board  of  Social  Ministry  and  World 
Relief  has  already  shared  in  the  efforts  of  Lutheran 
World  Relief  by  providing  blankets  and  funds  for  med¬ 
ical  supplies  at  the  time  of  the  cyclone,  and  since  then 
we  have  shared  in  the  assistance  given  at  several  refu¬ 
gee  camps  (Cooch  Behar,  which  has  grown  from  15,000 
to  300,000  and  through  the  Christian  Agency  for  Social 
Action  of  India  which  reaches  camps  strung  out  over 
1,350  miles) .  The  total  of  our  Synod’s  share  has  already 
been  in  excess  of  $45,000,  and  the  problem  is  becoming 
more  complex;  and 

Whereas,  Many  of  our- members  have  inquired  con¬ 
cerning  our  assistance  in  meeting  this  gigantic  need  and 
have  offered  to  provide  additional  financial  help;  there¬ 
fore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Social  Ministry  and 
World  Relief  alert  our  congregations  immediately  to  the 
serious  refugee  situation  that  prevails  in  India  at  this 
time  and  to  offer  them  an  opportunity  to  respond  to  this 
refugee  problem,  mindful  that  our  annual  appeal  for 
World  Relief  funds  which  will  come  in  the  fall  will 
give  us  another  opportunity  for  our  Synod  to  provide 
a  powerful  witness  of  our  Christian  concern  for  the 
plight  of  what  might  be  history’s  largest  refugee  prob¬ 
lem. 

Action:  Adopted  (11). 

Social  Ministry  Affirmations 

RESOLUTION  9-07 

Affirmations  9-02;  Overtures  7-04,  9-08,  9-22,  9-38, 
9-39  ( CW ,  pp.  368,  383—384,  389,  393—394,  398) 

To  express  concern  for  God’s  creation. 

To  identify  with  all  human  suffering. 

To  pursue  a  benevolent  course  for  social  improvement. 
To  concentrate  on  functions  unbelievers  cannot  perform. 

As  Christians  of  the  Lutheran  tradition,  we  believe 
that  the  mission  and  ministry  of  Jesus  Christ,  as  made 
known  by  the  church,  needs  to  be  brought  to  all  men 
in,  with,  and  under  our  words  and  deeds.  The  goal  of 
Christ’s  ministry  is  nothing  less  than  the  salvation  of 
mankind;  that  is,  the  restoration  of  all  people  to  that 
kind  of  life,  both  here  and  hereafter,  for  which  they 
were  created.  To  remind  ourselves  of  this  ministry  and 
to  make  its  nature  and  scope  clear  to  one  another  and 
to  the  world,  we  subscribe  to  the  following  affirmations 
and  pledge  ourselves  to  implement  them. 

I.  We  affirm  our  commitment  to  this  ministry. 

Each  Christian  is  committed  to  this  ministry  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  his  baptism  into  Jesus  Christ  and  by  the  power 


of  the  indwelling  Spirit  of  Jesus  Christ.  Matt.  28: 18-20; 
Rom.  9;  Eph.  4;  1  Cor.  15:20  ff.;  2  Cor.  5. 

II.  We  affirm  that  the  world  is  God’s  creation. 

The  world  came  from  the  hand  of  God.  “In  the  be¬ 
ginning  God  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth.”  The 
earth  with  its  vast  resources  and  riches  is  the  Lord’s, 
intended  by  Him  for  man’s  use  and  enjoyment. 

Through  his  fall  into  sin,  man  introduced  into  the 
world  those  evil  forces  that  work  to  impoverish  and 
deface  this  creation,  and  man  himself  has  become  the 
primary  agent  of  its  corruption.  We  therefore  call  on 
all  people  to  be  alert  to  the  destructive  nature  of  evil 
in  the  endless  variety  of  forms  in  which  it  emerges. 

At  the  same  time,  we  pledge  ourselves  to  work  so 
as  to  restore  and  to  preserve  the  life-sustaining  quali¬ 
ties  of  the  air,  the  earth,  and  the  water,  as  a  way  of 
responsibly  manifesting  our  creation  in  God’s  image. 
Similarly,  we  give  thanks  for  every  effort  on  man’s 
part  to  exercise  wise  stewardship  over  the  things  that 
God  has  made.  Gen.  1:1;  Ps.  103  and  118;  Col.  1:16-17. 

III.  We  affirm  that  human  life  is  God’s  gift. 

By  reason  of  the  Father’s  creation  and  the  Son’s 
redemption  of  man,  God  has  exalted  him  above  all 
other  creatures  and  has  given  to  him  the  privilege  of 
becoming  His  child.  Therefore,  human  life  must  be 
treasured,  supported,  and  protected. 

We  support  efforts  to  achieve  these  goals,  such  as 
working  for  the  elimination  of  those  forces  and  factors 
that  cause  wars,  violence  in  our  communities,  and  de¬ 
struction  on  our  highways. 

We  encourage  all  people  to  avoid  perverting  God’s 
will  by  resorting  to  indiscriminate  termination  of  life, 
either  directly  through  such  acts  as  abortion  or  eutha¬ 
nasia,  or  indirectly  through  the  improper  use  of  drugs, 
tobacco,  and  alcohol,  or  any  of  God’s  means  for  sus¬ 
taining  life. 

We  support  a  system  of  values  that  places  impor¬ 
tance  on  people  rather  than  on  things,  on  persons  rather 
than  on  programs,  and  on  men  rather  than  on  means. 
Gen.  1:26;  Matt.  5: 21-26;  Matt.  9:25;  Matt.  16:26;  Phil 
1:21. 

IV.  We  affirm  that  God  created  people  for  fullness 
of  life. 

The  love  with  which  God  redeemed  people  through 
the  life,  death,  resurrection,  and  ascension  of  Jesus 
Christ  indicates  that  God  desires  that  in  His  Son  men 
might  share  in  the  completeness  of  His  blessings  that 
bring  the  quality  of  full  life  to  His  children.  Jesus’ 
words,  “I  am  come  that  you  might  have  life  and  that 
you  might  have  it  more  abundantly,”  include  the  needs 
of  the  whole  man. 

We  therefore  pledge  ourselves  to  work  for  the  elim¬ 
ination  of  poverty  and  hunger  which  may  rob  God’s 
people  of  joy  and  peace.  We  also  realize  that  wealth 
and  abundant  food  do  not  by  themselves  assure  the 
abundant  life. 

We  also  dedicate  ourselves  to  the  task  of  combating 
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the  evils  of  depersonalization  and  dehumanization  that 
may  result  from  technological  developments. 

We  likewise  pledge  ourselves  to  work  for  the  control 
and  elimination  of  crime  and  injustice  that  fill  people 
with  fear  and  rob  them  of  the  fullness  of  life  offered 
by  God. 

We  support  those  programs  in  public  and  private 
sectors  that  seek  to  eliminate  the  causes  of  poverty  and 
hunger;  we  support  comprehensive  medical  care  for  all; 
and  we  support  all  efforts  to  sensitize  legal,  social,  finan¬ 
cial,  and  educational  structures  to  provide  justice  and 
fairness  for  all.  John  10: 10;  2  Cor.  7—9;  Acts  6: 1-7;  Acts 
9:36-42;  Rom.  8: 28-39. 

V.  We  affirm  that  God  expects  us  to  develop  whole¬ 
some  human  relationships. 

The  command  to  love  our  neighbor  as  ourselves  and 
the  command  to  love  as  Christ  has  first  loved  us  not 
only  condemn  the  sinful  acts  that  are  perpetrated  against 
people,  but  they  also  demand  wholesome,  interpersonal 
relationships  with  one  another,  individually  and  in 
groups. 

We  therefore  support  programs  that  lead  to  the  elim¬ 
ination  of  racist  and  separatist  attitudes,  since  these 
tear  apart  the  human  family  and  destroy  the  oneness 
God  intends  for  all  people. 

We  call  on  all  persons  to  avoid  the  practice  of  ap¬ 
plying  stereotypes  to  ethnic  and  social  groups  that  result 
in  people  being  polarized  rather  than  reconciled. 

We  support  every  effort  to  create  and  to  further  those 
attitudes  and  practices  that  enable  Christians  to  ex¬ 
perience  their  oneness  in  Christ  more  fully.  We  also 
call  on  Christians  to  work  for  understanding  and  recon¬ 
ciliation  in  their  communities.  1  John  3:14-16;  Acts 
17:26-28;  1  Cor.  12: 12-27;  Col.  3: 11. 


VII.  We  affirm  that  this  ministry  of  God’s  people  is 
faith  active  in  love. 

The  Christian  s  life  of  love  and  service  is  the  conse¬ 
quence  of  his  having  been  justified  by  grace  through 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  Faith  is  a  living,  active  thing, 
always  seeking  the  welfare  of  the  neighbor.  The  child 
of  God  is  actively  concerned  about  the  broken  family, 
the  rejected  child,  the  confused  adolescent,  the  ill  and 
the  infirm,  the  delinquent,  the  prisoner,  the  lonely 
stranger,  the  aged,  and  the  poor. 

We  encourage  full  participation  on  the  part  of  God’s 
people  as  individuals,  congregations,  and  the  Synod  in 
prayer,  personal  involvement,  service,  and  sacrifice  di¬ 
rected  toward  the  relief  of  the  troubled  and  toward  the 
prevention  of  those  situations  and  conditions  that  cause 
trouble. 

VIII.  We  affirm  that  the  church’s  ministry  addresses 
itself  to  the  whole  man. 

Man,  created  in  the  image  of  God,  has  a  number  of 
dimensions  within  his  wholeness,  all  of  which  interact 
constantly  with  one  another. 

Man  has  chemical,  mechanical,  and  biological  di¬ 
mensions.  Man,  furthermore,  has  a  psychological  di¬ 
mension,  and  this  makes  him  the  only  mortal  being  that 
has  the  ability  to  think  about  and  reflect  on  his  own 
awareness  and  existence.  Man  has  a  social  dimension, 
and  only  in  community  can  he  achieve  God’s  creative 
purpose.  Man  has  a  spiritual  dimension  in  that  he  has 
the  capacity  to  ask  questions  about  and  find  answers 
to  the  meaning  of  his  origin,  existence,  and  destiny. 

Man  thus,  in  fact,  is  a  multidimensional  unity.  What¬ 
ever  occurs  in  one  dimension  of  his  being  affects  the 
other  dimensions.  No  dimension  functions  in  and  bv 
itself.  * 


VI.  We  affirm  that  the  church’s  ministry  is  one. 

The  three  articles  of  the  Christian  creed  teach  that 
God  is  concerned  about  man  in  his  whole  being,  creat¬ 
ing,  redeeming,  and  sanctifying  him  for  a  life  of  service. 
We  affirm  that  the  church  has  only  one  ministry,  cen¬ 
tered  in  Word  and  Sacraments.  From  this  center,  Chris¬ 
tians  serve  their  neighbors  in  love. 

We  pledge  ourselves  to  support  every  attempt  to  help 
people  understand  this  concept  of  the  church’s  ministry. 
We  affirm  that  social- welfare  and  social-service  institu¬ 
tions  of  the  church  are  essential  parts  of  this  single  min¬ 
istry.  Allocation  of  the  church’s  time  and  resources 
should  reflect  this  understanding  of  the  oneness  of  its 
ministry.  Withholding  funds  from  any  portion  of  the 
church’s  ministry  is  a  denial  of  this  oneness. 

We  call  on  the  church,  as  a  corporate  entity,  to  use 
in  responsible  ways  those  channels  that  are  open  to  it 
to  influence  other  structures  and  institutions  such  as 
government,  business,  and  labor,  to  sensitize  them  to  the 
task  of  improving  the  quality  of  life  at  every  level.  Mark 
2: 8-9;  Acts  6. 


Thus  the  church  has  a  single  ministry  to  the  whole 
man,  and  all  Christians  participate  in  the  single  min¬ 
istry  of  Jesus  Christ  to  man  in  the  totality  of  his  being 
Ps.  32: 3  ff. ;  Mark  2:1-12;  1  Thess.  5:23. 


Action:  Adopted  (7). 


session  z  the  delegates  declined  an  amendment  which 
would  have  changed  the  fifth  paragraph  of  Affirmation  IV  to 
the  effect  that  we  support  the  efforts  of  individual  Christians 
but  reject  the  thought  that  the  church  should  support  such 
programs  as  church.  During  this  discussion  the  assembly 
declined  to  recommit  the  resolution. 


In  Session  7  the 
stitute  for  the  third 
ing: 


delegates  declined  an  amendment  to  sub- 
paragraph  of  Affirmation  VI  the  follow- 


We  call  on  the  church,  as  a  corporate  entity,  to  refrain 
r°m  establishing  or  maintaining  positions  on  secular  [social 
economic,  and  political]  issues  past,  present,  or  future-  and 
we  express  ourselves  against  joining  any  other  body,  denomi¬ 
nation,  council,  or  group  which  has  a  different  doctrinal  basis 
or  is  expressly  associated  with  corporate  positions  on  secular 
arrairs;  but 


That  we  reaffirm  Synod’s  long-held  conviction  that  its 
individual  members  be  urged  individually  to  take  an  active 
part  m  social,  economic,  and  political  issues  of  our  day.”) 
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To  Decline  to  Publicize  Medical  Assistance 
Program 

Overture  9-25  ( CW ,  p.  394) 

RESOLUTION  9-C8 

Whereas,  Lutheran  World  Relief  is  involved  in  a 
medical  assistance  program  throughout  the  world;  there¬ 
fore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  decline  Overture  9-25. 

Action:  Adopted  (14). 

To  Prepare  Educational  Materials  on  Social 
Issues 

RESOLUTION  9-09 

Overtures  9-09,  9-10,  9-26—9-28,  9-35  (CW,  pp.  389—390, 
394—395,  397) 

Whereas,  The  overtures  listed  above  raise  general 
problems  in  the  field  of  ecology,  both  in  its  biological 
and  sociological  meaning;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  members  of  the  Synod  be  encouraged 
to  study  the  Synod’s  Social  Ministry  Affirmations  as  a 
way  of  evaluating  these  issues;  and  be  it  also 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Social  Ministry  and 
World  Relief  prepare  necessary  educational  materials 
on  the  basis  of  these  affirmations,  and  that  the  Board 
of  Directors  provide  the  necessary  funding. 

Action:  Adopted  (17). 

To  Continue  Support  of  World  Relief 
RESOLUTION  9-10 
Overture  9-37  (CW,  p.  397) 

Whereas,  The  Board  of  Social  Ministry  and  World 
Relief  has  continued  to  give  assistance  in  various  parts 
of  the  world  to  those  who  were  disaster-struck  and 
poverty-ridden,  because  of  the  outstanding  support 
given  World  Relief  by  Districts,  congregations,  auxiliary 
organizations  within  the  congregations,  and  individuals, 
both  through  the  agency  of  Lutheran  World  Relief  and 
its  own  organization;  and 

Whereas,  Hunger  and  poverty  and  distress  do  not 
go  away”  but  are  ever  with  us,  even  to  an  increasing 
degree;  and 

Whereas,  This  need  is  again  a  matter  of  great  con¬ 
cern  to  the  church  at  large  in  carrying  out  the  ministry 
of  Christ  for  the  total  man;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  give  thanks  to  our  God  for  the 
compassion  and  concern  expressed  in  a  practical  way 
through  gifts  of  money,  food,  clothing,  and  medical  sup¬ 
plies  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Social  Ministry 
and  World  Relief;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  intensify  our  efforts  to  support 
World  Relief  programs  with  generous  gifts  of  money, 


food,  clothing,  and  medical  supplies  to  help  alleviate 
the  misery  and  sorrow  that  follow  in  the  wake  of  poverty 
and  world  hunger  in  any  and  all  parts  of  the  world;  and 
be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  the  World  Relief  office  annually  sup¬ 
ply  the  congregations  of  the  Synod  with  pertinent,  in¬ 
formative,  and  promotional  World  Relief  material.  ’ 

Action:  Adopted  (17). 

The  Christian  Church  and  World  Hunger: 
To  Combat  Hunger 

RESOLUTION  9-11 
Overtures  9-06,  9-07  (CW,  p.389) 

Whereas,  More  than  two-thirds  of  the  world’s  popu¬ 
lation  is  suffering  from  hunger  and  malnutrition;  and 

Whereas,  It  is  our  Christian  responsibility  to  heed 
the  command  of  our  Lord  to  feed  the  hungry,  clothe  the 
poor,  and  house  the  homeless  (Matt.  25: 31-46) ;  and 

Whereas,  The  problem  of  hunger  presses  with  equal 
urgency  at  home  and  abroad;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  in  our  prayers  and  with  our  gifts  we 
take  on  ourselves  the  needs  and  burdens  of  the  poor 
and  hungry  as  an  essential  part  of  our  ministry  to  the 
whole  man. 

Action:  Adopted  (13). 

„  (An  amendment  to  add:  “and  give  $25,000  to  the  Pakistan 
Relief  Fund”  failed  to  carry.) 

The  Christian  Church  and  World  Hunger: 
To  Activate  Congregational  Involvement 

RESOLUTION  9-12 
Overture  9-04  (CW,  pp.  386 — 387) 

Whereas,  A  primary  agent  for  Christian  action  in 
dealing  with  the  problem  of  hunger  is  the  local  con¬ 
gregation;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  The  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri 
Synod  encourage  the  social  ministry  committee  of  the 
congregation  to  set  up  programs  of  information  and  ac¬ 
tion  for  the  parish  as  a  high-priority  project  that  will 
include  the  development  of  a  core  group  of  committed 
people  who  are  responsive  to  the  needs  of  hungry  peo¬ 
ple,  showing  visual  aids,  preaching  sermons,  forming 
study  groups,  and  actual  involvement  in  alleviating 
hunger  and  poverty  in  the  parish  community,  the  nation, 
and  the  world. 

Action:  Adopted  (18). 


To  Consider  Family  Planning 

RESOLUTION  9-13 

Action:  Withdrawn  hy  committee  and  replaced  with 
Resolution  9-33. 
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The  Christian  Church  and  World  Hunger; 
To  Provide  Information 

RESOLUTION  9-14 
Overture  9-04  (CIV,  pp.  386— 387) 

Whereas,  The  solution  to  the  problem  of  world  hun¬ 
ger  will  not  be  achieved  without  study  and  action  by  all 
people;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  all  media  of  The  Lutheran  Church  — 
Missouri  Synod  be  encouraged  to  aid  in  communicating 
the  needs  posed  by  hunger  at  home  and  abroad  and  in 
calling  for  action  to  alleviate  hunger  at  the  parish,  na¬ 
tional,  and  international  levels;  and  be  it  also 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Parish  Education  and 
the  Board  for  Higher  Education,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Board  of  Social  Ministry  and  World  Relief,  imple¬ 
ment  training  and  provide  materials  on  hunger  for  Lu¬ 
theran  schools  at  all  levels,  including  Sunday  schools, 
vacation  Bible  schools,  colleges,  seminaries,  and  other 
educational  institutions,  with  the  goal  of  equipping  the 
students  for  active,  responsible  community  participation 
in  the  attack  on  hunger  and  its  manifold  causes. 

Action:  Adopted  (13). 

The  Christian  Church  and  World  Hunger: 
To  Encourage  Legislative  Action 

RESOLUTION  9-15 
Overture  9-04  (CIV,  pp.  386—387) 

Whereas,  Decisions  of  local,  state,  and  federal  law¬ 
making  bodies  play  a  most  significant  role  in  the  solu¬ 
tion  of  the  problem  of  hunger;  and 

Whereas,  There  are  uniquely  Christian  concerns  and 
insights  that  should  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  legis¬ 
lators;  and 

Whereas,  An  informed  Christian  citizen  will  be  active 
in  legislative  matters;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Social  Ministry  and 
World  Relief  of  The  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri  Synod 
stimulate  the  agencies  of  the  Synod  to  provide  informa¬ 
tion  and  give  encouragement  to  the  members  of  the 
Synod  so  that  they  can  communicate  their  views  to 
legislators  on  specific  issues  concerning  hunger;  and  be 
it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  Lutheran  Witness  Reporter  and 
other  news  media  and  agencies  of  the  Synod  and  its 
auxiliaries  regularly  inform  their  readers  of  pending 
legislative  action  concerning  the  poor  and  the  hungry, 
encouraging  them  to  inform  lawmakers  of  their  desire 
for  swift  and  compassionate  action  on  particular  bills; 
and  be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Social  Ministry  and 
World  Relief  and  appropriate  congregational  committees 
be  alert  to  make  sure  that  existing  legislation  that  deals 
with  hunger  is  immediately  and  effectively  implemented. 

Action:  Adopted  (17). 


The  Christian  Church  and  World  Hunger: 
To  Encourage  Activities  That  Emphasize 
Hunger 

RESOLUTION  9-16 
Overture  9-04  (CIV,  pp.  386—387) 

Whereas,  In  various  areas  of  the  Synod,  women  have 
demonstrated  that  luncheons  or  dinners  can  be  effective 
means  for  rallying  support  for  worthy  causes;  and 

Whereas,  The  youth  of  our  church  have  demonstrated 
the  value  of  hunger  hikes  as  a  means  of  emphasizing 
world  hunger  and  have  already  raised  almost  $400,000 
for  various  programs  to  combat  hunger;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  “hunger  luncheons,”  “hunger  hikes,” 
and  other  special  activities  be  encouraged  throughout 
the  Synod;  and  be  it  also 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Social  Ministry  and 
World  Relief  be  responsible  for  encouraging  such  actions 
and  for  producing  necessary  materials. 


Action:  Adopted  (17). 


{ine  convention  declined  an  amendment  to  insert  after 
,.,u"®er  1Jlkes  the  words  “as  are  being  carried  out  in  the 
Walther  League  program.”  The  committee  did  agree  to 
change  “walks”  to  “hikes.”) 


The  Christian  Church  and  World  Hunger: 
To  Produce  Enriched  Foods 
RESOLUTION  9-17 
Overture  9-04  (CIV,  pp.  386—387) 

Whereas,  Many  people,  especially  the  young  of  the 
poorer  classes,  indulge  in  soft  drinks,  snacks,  and  other 
foods  that  do  not  constitute  a  balanced,  nutritious  diet; 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  our  members  use  their  influence  in 
industry  and  business  to  encourage  American  food  man¬ 
ufacturers  to  enrich  and  fortify  foods  that  are  eaten  in 
quantity  by  large  numbers  of  people,  particularly  snacks, 
soft  drinks,  and  dry  breakfast  cereals,  and  that  these 
enrichments  conform  to  recognized  nutritional  stan¬ 
dards. 

Action:  Declined  (17). 


The  Christian  Church  and  World  Hunger: 
To  Support  a  Floor  Under  Poverty 
RESOLUTION  9-18 
Overture  9-04  (CIV,  pp.  386— 387) 

Whereas,  a  floor  under  poverty  has  been  suggested 
as  a  method  of  breaking  the  cycle  of  poverty;  and 

Whereas,  The  Board  of  Social  Ministry  and  World 
Relief  has  encouraged  our  members  to  express  their 
opinions  to  their  congressmen  in  this  regard;  therefore 
be  it 
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Resolved,  That  we  support  the  concept  of  a  floor 
under  poverty;  and  be  it  also 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Social  Ministry  and 
World  Relief  continue  to  study  this  concept  and  give 
guidance  to  our  people  through  appropriate  channels. 

Action:  Declined  (17). 

The  Christian  Church  and  World  Hunger: 
To  Increase  Financial  Support 

RESOLUTION  9-19 

Overtures  9-04,  9-06,  9-07  (CW,  pp.  386—387,  389) 

Whereas,  The  Lord  has  blessed  many  of  us  with  a 
great  share  of  this  world’s  goods;  and 

Whereas,  He  expects  us  to  use  material  things  to  the 
gloiy  of  His  name  and  to  the  salvation  and  welfare  of 
the  neighbor;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved ,  That  we  share  our  bounty  with  those  who 
do  not  have;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  encourage  our  members  to  con¬ 
sider  contributing  a  regular  percentage  share  of  their 
mcome  to  hunger  programs,  above  and  beyond  what 
they  give  normally  to  other  congregational  programs; 
and  be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  expenditures  for  furnishings  and 
equipment  and  future  building  programs  be  carefully 
evaluated  in  the  light  of  the  total  financial  needs  of 
Christ’s  ministry  to  the  whole  man. 

Action:  Adopted  (18). 

(An  amendment  in  Session  17  to  strike  the  final  resolved 
failed  m  Session  18.) 

The  Christian  Church  and  World  Hunger: 

To  Proclaim  Annual  World  Hunger  Day 

RESOLUTION  9-20 
Overture  9-04  (CW,  pp.  386—387) 

Whereas,  A  new  emphasis  on  the  problems  of  hun¬ 
ger,  poverty,  and  injustice  is  needed  in  our  troubled 
world;  and 

Whereas,  Christian  people  have  been  called  by  God 
to  right  wrongs,  to  heal  woes,  to  strengthen  the  weak, 
and  to  feed  the  hungry;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  an  Annual  World  Hunger  Day  be 
proclaimed  by  the  President  of  the  Synod,  and  that 
each  congregation  be  asked  to  observe  this  day,  at 
which  time  members  will  be  given  an  opportunity  to 
hear  about  hunger  and  to  plan  strategies  of  attack  on 
hunger;  and  be  it  also 

Resolved,  That  guidelines  for  such  observances  be 
prepared  by  the  Board  of  Social  Ministry  and  World 
Relief. 

Action:  Adopted  (18). 
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The  Christian  Church  and  World  Hunger: 
To  Encourage  Breakfast  Programs 

RESOLUTION  9-21 
Overture  9-32  (CW,  p.  396) 

Whereas,  There  are  children  in  urban  and  rural 
areas  in  the  United  States  who  suffer  from  serious  mal¬ 
nutrition  because  of  scarce  or  poor  diets;  and 

Whereas,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 
funds  are  available  to  cover  at  least  15 C  per  child  per 
breakfast  for  food  costs,  and  up  to  80  percent  of  the 
total  cost;  and 

Whereas,  Some  public  and  parochial  schools, 
churches,  and  community  agencies  are  serving  such 
breakfasts  and  are  reporting  a  significant  change  for 
the  better  in  the  child’s  conduct;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  The  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri 
Synod  commend  those  churches  that  are  serving  break¬ 
fasts  to  children  in  their  schools  and/or  communities- 
and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  social  welfare  committees  of  congre¬ 
gations  be  encouraged  to  determine  the  needs  of  such 
a  breakfast  in  their  community  and  the  feasibility  of 
inaugurating  some  kind  of  breakfast  program;  and  be 
it  finally 

Resolved,  That  we  express  our  appreciation  and 
admiration  for  those  young  people  who  have  raised 
considerable  money  for  such  breakfast  programs. 

Action:  Adopted  (18). 


To  Study  the  Role  of  Women 
RESOLUTION  9-22 
Overture  9-11  (CW,  p.  390) 

Whereas,  The  general  view  of  the  role  and  position 
of  women  in  society  is  changing;  and 

Whereas,  Women  are  becoming  increasingly  aware 
of  new  and  significant  roles  that  are  open  to  them  in  the 
expanding  life  and  activity  of  the  church;  and 

Whereas,  It  is  necessary  that  Christians  appreciate 
the  great  gifts  God  has  given  to  His  church  in  conse¬ 
crated  and  able  women;  and 

Whereas,  There  are  theological  implications  in¬ 
volved  in  these  changing  roles;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Synod  refer  to 
the  Commission  on  Theology  and  Church  Relations  the 
study  of  the  theological  aspects  of  the  changing  role  of 
women  in  the  church  and  in  contemporary  society;  and 
be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  CTCR  coordinate  its  study  with 
that  of  the  Commission  on  Mission  and  Ministry,  which 
had  been  directed  by  the  Denver  convention  to  conduct 
a  study  of  women  in  the  church  and  society;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  all  members  of  the  Synod  be  en- 
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couraged  to  recognize  the  honorable  position  God  has 
assigned  to  women  in  society;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  ask  those  who  are  respon¬ 
sible  for  its  publications  to  screen  all  materials  so  that 
proper  perspectives  on  the  role  of  women  in  society  and 
the  church  are  presented  and  so  that  stereotypes  that 
demean  or  exaggerate  the  position  of  women  are 
avoided;  and  be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  the  counsel  and  advice  of  women  be 
sought  and  used  in  the  screening  process. 

Action:  Adopted  as  amended  (13). 

(The  resolution  was  introduced  in  Session  7.  In  Session 
11  discussion  was  deferred  to  permit  a  presentation  on  the 
problems  of  Indian  Americans.  In  Session  13  the  resolution 
was  adopted  after  the  second  resolved  had  been  added  by 
amendment.) 

To  Approve  the  Report  of  the  Commission 
on  World  Hunger 

RESOLUTION  9-23 
Report  9-03  (CIV,  pp.  384—386) 

Whereas,  The  Report  of  the  Commission  on  World 
Hunger  shows  that  this  commission  has  worked  faith¬ 
fully  and  well  to  fulfill  its  assignment  in  the  ministry 
of  Jesus  Christ;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Report  of  the  Commission  on 
World  Hunger  be  accepted;  and  be  it  also 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  thank  the  members  of  the 
commission  for  its  decisive  leadership  and  dedicated 
service. 

Action:  Adopted  (13). 

To  Emphasize  and  Expand  “Project 
Compassion” 

RESOLUTION  9-24 
Overture  9-36  (CIV,  p.397) 

Whereas,  “Project  Compassion”  came  into  being  at 
the  Denver  convention  for  the  purpose  of  training  5,000 
volunteer  workers  to  assist  full-time  chaplains  in  min¬ 
istering  to  persons  in  nursing  homes,  hospitals,  and 
other  institutions;  and 

Whereas,  An  increasing  number  of  our  parish  pas¬ 
tors  are  anxious  to  utilize  the  information  and  goals  of 
Project  Compassion  for  assisting  them  in  ministering 
to  local  nursing  homes,  hospitals,  and  the  homebound 
in  their  own  areas;  and 

Whereas,  Project  Compassion  has  just  begun  to  be 
implemented  in  some  areas  of  the  church;  and 

Whereas,  There  are  countless  additional  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  Christian  volunteers  in  noninstitutional  areas 
of  social  ministry  and  welfare;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  District  Boards  of  Social  Ministry 


increasingly  challenge  the  parishes  and  auxiliaries  of 
the  Synod  to  procure  the  volunteers  and/or  the  super¬ 
visors  kits  for  Project  Compassion;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  District  boards  urge  their  pastors 
to  challenge  an  ever-greater  number  of  their  parish¬ 
ioners  to  participate  in  the  Project  Compassion  training 
program;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  during  the  next  biennium 
provide  the  funds  necessary  to  conduct  four  regional 
training  workshops  at  a  total  cost  of  no  more  than 
$5,000,  at  which  workshops  those  who  are  to  provide 
leadership  training  to  Project  Compassion  volunteers 
in  the  Districts  will  be  included;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  provide  the  funds  neces¬ 
sary  to  underwrite  the  cost  of  providing  Project  Com¬ 
passion  training  kits  in  quantity  to  all  Districts;  and 
be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  program  Project  Compassion  seek 
to  increase  the  number  of  trained  volunteer  visitors 
from  5,000  to  10,000  by  our  next  national  convention; 
and  be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  we  instruct  the  Board  of  Social  Min¬ 
istry  and  World  Relief  to  determine  other  areas  where 
the  tiaining  of  volunteers  would  be  helpful  for  more 
effective  service. 

Action:  Adopted  (13). 

To  Be  Concerned  About  Prison  Reform 
RESOLUTION  9-25 
Report  9-01  (CIV,  pp.  379— 383) 

Whereas,  The  Board  of  Social  Ministry  and  World 
Relief  in  its  report  encourages  our  people  to  “serve  the 
imprisoned,”  “counsel  with  ex-prisoners,”  and  “support 
such  action  that  leads  to  justice  and  fairness  to  all”;  and 

Whereas,  Conditions  in  many  of  our  places  of  de¬ 
tention  (jails,  lockups,  prisons)  are  unfit  for  human 
occupancy,  being  schools  for  increased  criminal  activity 
and  places  of  sexual  violence,  often  staffed  by  insuffi¬ 
cient  and  unqualified  custodial  officials;  and 

Whereas,  Our  overcrowded  court  dockets  unjustly 
extend  the  period  between  arrest  and  trial,  resulting  in 
a  dehumanizing  and  brutalizing  especially  of  poor  peo¬ 
ple,  this  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  under  our  American 
judicial  system  the  accused  is  presumed  innocent  until 
proven  guilty;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Social  Ministry  and 
World  Relief  encourage  our  Districts  and  congregations 
to  promote  an  informed  awareness  of  the  injustices 
wherever  they  have  developed  in  our  judicial  and  cor¬ 
rectional  systems  and  that  we  further  urge  our  members 
to  address  themselves  to  the  matter  of  prison  reform, 
establishment  of  public  defender  systems,  and  reform 
of  our  bail  system. 

Action:  Adopted  (13). 
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To  Work  with  Job  Resource  Referral 
Programs 

RESOLUTION  9-26 
Overture  9-31  (CW,  p.396) 

Whereas,  Opportunities  for  employment  of  the  un¬ 
employed  and  underemployed  should  be  the  concern 
of  the  local  congregation;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  local  congregation  be  alert  to  the 
activities  of  unions  and  community,  state,  and  federal 
agencies,  which  are  presently  functioning  as  Job  Re¬ 
source  Referral  Centers,  and  be  encouraged  to  cooper¬ 
ate  and  actively  work  with  these  agencies  in  behalf 
of  unemployed  and  underemployed  people. 

Action:  Adopted  (13). 


To  Introduce  Programs  Leading  to  Bachelor 
of  Arts  Degree  in  Social  Work  Program 

RESOLUTION  9-27 
Overture  9-33  (CW,  p.  396) 

Whereas,  The  church  has  always  maintained  pro¬ 
grams  to  prepare  young  people  to  serve  as  pastors,  as 
teachers,  and  in  other  specialized  ministries,  and  more 
recently  has  recognized  social  work  as  a  church  pro¬ 
fession  by  approving  tuition  consideration  for  students 
at  the  junior  college  level;  and 

Whereas,  The  current  academic  programs  of  some 
of  our  4-year  colleges  seem  to  suggest  that  a  possible 
concentration  of  social  work  courses  leading  to  a  bache¬ 
lor’s  degree  could  be  developed  with  a  minimum  of 
difficulty;  and 

Whereas,  Studies  are  now  being  conducted  by  the 
Board  of  Social  Ministry  and  World  Relief  and  the 
Board  for  Higher  Education  to  explore  the  practicabil¬ 
ity,  the  feasibility,  and  the  use  that  could  be  made  from 
such  a  program  that  will  lead  to  a  B.  A.  in  social  work, 
thereby  qualifying  the  graduates  either  to  go  on  to 
secure  an  M.  S.  W.  in  an  accredited  graduate  program 
or  to  serve  our  church  at  that  point  through  its  agencies 
and  programs  as  a  witness  of  our  ministry  to  the  whole 
man;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  for  Higher  Education  in 
consultation  with  the  Board  of  Social  Ministry  and 
World  Relief  further  study  the  need  for  future  social 
workers  with  a  B.  A.  degree;  and  be  it  also 

Resolved,  That  if  the  findings  of  this  study  substan¬ 
tiate  the  need  for  such  social  workers,  the  Board  for 
Higher  Education  be  empowered  to  implement  such 
a  program. 

Action:  Declined  (13). 


To  Support  Project  Equality 

RESOLUTION  9-28 

Overtures  9-15—9-18  (CW,  pp.  391—392) 

Whereas,  Our  Synod,  assembled  in  convention  at 
Denver,  has  spoken  in  support  of  the  goals  of  Project 
Equality  (Res.  9-07,  CW,  p.  141) ;  and 

Whereas,  A  number  of  Districts  have  already  offi¬ 
cially  endorsed  the  program;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  reaffirm  its  Denver  action; 
and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Social  Ministry  and 
World  Relief  continue  to  encourage  full  participation 
in  Project  Equality  on  the  part  of  the  Synod  and  its 
Districts,  as  well  as  by  individuals;  and  be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  congregations  be  encouraged  to  sup¬ 
port  this  program  or,  if  no  Project  Equality  staff  is 
functioning  in  its  area,  to  pursue  the  goals  of  Project 
Equality. 

Action:  Adopted  (16). 

(An  amendment  to  substitute  Overture  9-39  [Workbook 
p.  398 J  of  Hope  Congregation,  San  Leandro,  Calif.,  failed  to’ 
carry.) 

To  Give  Attention  to  the  Draft  Law 
RESOLUTION  9-29 
Overture  9-23  (CW,  p.394) 

Whereas,  There  is  at  present  no  draft  law  in  effect 
in  our  country;  and 

Whereas,  The  Synod  has  spoken  on  the  issue  of 
conscientious  objection  in  its  Denver  convention  (Res. 
2-28,  CW,  pp.  91—92) ;  and 

Whereas,  The  issues  addressed  in  Overture  9-23  are 
covered  there;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  reaffirm  the  principles 
adopted  at  Denver;  and  be  it  also 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Synod  be  en¬ 
couraged  to  transmit  their  convictions  on  the  matter 
of  conscientious  objection  to  their  congressmen  at  once. 

Action:  Adopted  (18). 

To  Express  Concern  for  Prisoners 
in  Indochina 
RESOLUTION  9-30 
Overture  9-24  (CW,  p.  394) 

Whereas,  Many  servicemen  and  civilians  are  being 
held  prisoners  in  Indochina;  and 

Whereas,  Many  of  them  are  suffering  cruel  and  in¬ 
human  treatment  in  that  specific  provisions  of  the 
Geneva  Convention  calling  for  letter- writing  privileges, 
proper  medical  care,  and  identification  of  captives  to 
their  government  appear  to  have  been  violated  in  some 
instances;  and 
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Whereas,  The  continued  suffering  of  these  prisoners 
is  inconsistent  with  Christian  ideals  of  compassion  and 
mercy;  and 

Whereas,  Dr.  J.  A.  O.  Preus,  President  of  The  Lu¬ 
theran  Church  Missouri  Synod,  has  already  sought 
to  secure  the  release  of  American  prisoners;  therefore 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  The  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri 
Synod  commend  its  President  for  his  action;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  The  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri 
Synod  urge  all  the  congregations  and  individuals  in  its 
membership  to  remember  these  prisoners  and  their 
families  in  their  prayers;  and  be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Synod  be  en¬ 
couraged  to  communicate  their  concerns  to  responsible 
officials  on  both  sides,  within  the  bounds  of  government 
policies. 

Action:  Adopted  (18). 

(The  assembly  itself  ruled  that  a  proposed  amendment 
[of  substitution  for  the  final  resolved]  that  the  LCMS  petition 
the  President  and  Congress  of  the  U.  S.  was  not  germane.) 

To  Evaluate  and  to  Speak  Out  on  Our 
Cultural  Standards  and  National  Priorities 

RESOLUTION  9-31 
Overtures  9-29,  9-30  (CIV,  p.395) 

Whereas,  Christians  are  to  be  in  the  world  but  not 
of  the  world;  and 

Whereas,  The  sinful  nature  of  man  is  constantly 
endeavoring  to  formulate  standards  of  society  that  will 
enslave  man;  and 

Whereas,  Christ  came  to  set  man  free  for  a  new  life 
of  freedom  and  love;  and 

Whereas,  Our  nations  are  currently  faced  with  criti¬ 
cal  domestic  problems;  and 

Whereas,  Scripture  clearly  directs  us  as  Christians 
to  have  a  concern  for  the  welfare  of  our  neighbor; 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  The  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri 
Synod  reaffirm  its  commitment  to  evaluating  the  cul¬ 
tural  standards  and  assumptions  of  our  society  in  light 
of  Holy  Scripture;  and  be  it  also 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Social  Ministry  and 
World  Relief  prepare  materials  to  assist  congregations 
and  individuals  to  evaluate  the  standards  and  priorities 
of  our  culture  and  the  assumptions  of  our  society  and 
to  speak  out  on  their  convictions. 

Action:  Adopted  (18). 

(At  the  request  of  a  Canadian  delegate,  ''nation”  was 
changed  to  nations  in  the  fourth  whereas  by  the  com¬ 
mittee.) 


To  Encourage  Christian  Action  to  Combat 
Racism 

RESOLUTION  9-32 
Overture  9-12  (CW,  p.  390) 

Whereas,  All  racism  is  contrary  to  the  Word  of  God 
because  it  regards  certain  people  as  inferior;  and 

Whereas,  The  Denver  convention  reaffirmed  that  all 
racism  is  sin  and  therefore  utterly  inconsistent  with 
R  Christ-centered  style  of  living;  and 

Whereas,  Racism  continues  to  be  prevalent  through¬ 
out  The  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri  Synod,  in  spite 
of  the  clear  injunctions  of  Scripture;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  all  of  us  search  our  hearts  and  minds 
to  determine  our  prejudices  toward  other  races,  espe¬ 
cially  since  we  are  often  not  aware  of  our  own  racial 
attitudes;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  individually  and  collectively  con¬ 
fess  this  sin  before  our  just  and  merciful  God,  implor¬ 
ing  Him  for  forgiveness  for  this  flagrant  disobedience, 
and  that  under  the  guidance  of  the  Spirit  we  prayerfully 
struggle  to  eradicate  racism  from  our  individual  and 
collective  lives;  and  be  it  further 

Re so]vfd’  That  the  Board  of  Social  Ministry  and 
World  Relief  not  only  remind  our  people  of  this  trans¬ 
gression  but  that  it  also,  with  the  assistance  of  mem- 
ers  of  minority  groups,  be  urged  to  construct  and 
implement  Christ-centered  creative  interpersonal  pro¬ 
grams  of  action  in  a  determined  effort  to  wipe  out  this 
blight  on  our  church  and  land;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Synod 
be  encouraged  to  provide  for  the  Board  of  Social  Min¬ 
istry  and  World  Relief  $25,000  per  year  for  the  next 
biennium  for  this  program;  and  be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  our  people  be  encouraged  to  become 
active  in  programs  of  community  stabilization  and  re¬ 
newal  through  congregational  and  social  structures. 
Action:  Adopted  (13). 

The  Christian  Church  and  World  Hunger: 

To  Consider  the  Role  of  the  Family 

RESOLUTION  9-33  (replacing  9-13) 

Overtures  7-04,  9-04  (CIV,  pp.  368,  387) 

Whereas,  The  rate  of  population  growth  is  a  major 
cause  of  world  hunger  as  well  as  of  much  domestic 
hunger;  and 

Whereas,  The  Christian  family  should  be  seriously 
concerned  as  a  family  about  this  problem;  therefore 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  discussions  on  the  Christian  family 
in  regard  to  responsibility,  size,  and  role  in  relation  to 
hunger  in  the  community,  the  nation,  and  the  world 
be  encouraged  on  the  congregational  level;  and  be  it  also 
Resolved,  That  our  members  be  encouraged  to  con- 
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sider  adoption  of  children  in  addition  to  their  own 

regardless  of  race. 

Action:  Adopted  (18). 

To  Urge  Concern  over  Our  Involvement 
in  Southeast  Asia 

RESOLUTION  9-34 

Overtures  9-19,  9-20,  9-21  (CIV,  pp.  392-393) 

Whereas,  We  recognize  the  increasing  uneasiness 
ot  mind  over  continued  involvement  of  the  United 
States  in  Southeast  Asia  and  a  growing  anxiety  over 
what  many  regard  as  our  country’s  loss  of  prestige  and 
moral  leadership  due  to  this  involvement;  and 

Whereas,  We  realize  the  dilemma  arising  out  of  the 
sharp  division  of  opinion  regarding  this  conflict  (some 
support  t  e  efforts  of  the  American  government  to  se¬ 
cure  a  noncommunist  South  Vietnam  as  essential  to  the 
United  States’  national  interest  while  others  are  raising 
serious  questions  relating  to  the  morality  and  justice 
of  the  conflict)  ;  and 

Whereas,  Shifting  moods  of  optimism  and  despair 
do  not  advance  the  cause  of  peace,  and  conflicting  in¬ 
terests  of  the  warring  parties  make  the  process  of  ne¬ 
gotiations  move  slowly;  and 

Whereas,  We  share  these  concerns  as  loyal  citizens 
but  always  also  as  responsible  Christians  whose  first 
allegiance  is  to  God,  under  whose  judgment  the  policies 
and  actions  of  all  nations  must  pass.  We  recognize  that 
the  use  of  military  power  may  be  necessary  for  national 
security  but  that  such  use  must  be  guided  by  an  em¬ 
phasis  on  human  rights  and  values  and  by  a  desire  to 
establish  the  stability  in  which  freedom,  justice,  and 
human  community  can  be  pursued;  and 

Whereas,  The  Synod  adopted  a  useful  statement  ex¬ 
pressing  our  concern  for  war  and  international  crisis 
at  its  1967  New  York  convention  (Res.  9-14,  CW,  p. 
151) ;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  urge  all  our  pastors,  congrega¬ 
tions,  and  individual  members  to  turn  to  God  in  genu¬ 
ine  repentance  and  fervent  prayer  and  to  let  no  cor- 


the  objectives  of  our  foreign  policy  and  subject  its 
opei ations  to  critical  review;  and  be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  we  urge  every  member  of  our 
church  and  all  other  Christians  as  well  to  do  all  they 
can  P^sonally  as  citizens  to  establish  peace  and  to 
a  leviate  the  hurts  of  those  who  suffer  the  consequences 
ot  this  as  well  as  all  other  conflicts. 

Action:  Adopted  (16). 

10.  CHURCH  LITERATURE 
AND  COMMUNICATIONS 

To  Accept  Report  of  Concordia  Publishing 
House 

RESOLUTION  10-01 

Report  10-01;  Overture  10-10  (CIV,  pp.  399— 406,  416) 

Whereas,  Concordia  Publishing  House  under  the 
responsible  activity  of  its  Board  of  Directors  continues 
to  demonstrate  a  consciousness  of  its  servant  and  ser¬ 
vice  role;  and 

Whereas,  Its  dedicated  and  loyal  staff  continues  to 
establish  an  enviable  record  in  the  church  publishing 
held  in  creativity,  production,  and  distribution  of  re¬ 
ligious  materials;  and 

Whereas,  In  CPH  the  Synod  possesses  a  tremendous 
resource  for  helping  its  membership  grow  in  under¬ 
standing  and  commitment  to  a  mission  that  embraces 
the  whole  body  of  Christ;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  accept  the  report  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  Concordia  Publishing  House  and 
acknowledge  with  thanks  its  faithful  oversight  of  the 
Bynod  s  printing  offices;  and  be  it  also 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  express  its  gratitude  for 

t^oo5"Sfer  °f  S2  million  to  the  synodical  treasury  out 
ot  CFH  s  net  income  in  the  past  biennium. 

Action:  Adopted  (6). 


porate  worship  be  complete  without  petitions  for  our 
government  leaders,  for  restoration  of  peace,  and  for 
relief  of  those  who  suffer  the  horrible  results  of  con¬ 
flict;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  caution  our  fellow  citizens  against 
impetuous  behavior,  rising  out  of  impatience  with  those 
to  whom  the  responsibility  for  negotiating  peace  has 
been  legitimately  assigned  and  against  unrightful  judg¬ 
ment  of  those  who  lead  us;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  encourage  the  members  of  our 
church  body  to  give  careful  study  to  the  foreign  policy 
of  our  government,  considering  carefully  the  role  of  the 
United  States  in  international  affairs  and  the  require¬ 
ments  of  our  national  interest,  since  Christians  as  well 
as  others  must  share  responsibility  for  helping  define 


To  Honor  Dr.  Otto  A.  Dorn 
RESOLUTION  10-02 
Report  10-01  (CW,  pp.  399—406) 

Whereas,  Dr.  Otto  A.  Dorn,  general  manager  of 
Concordia  Publishing  House  since  1941,  has  announced 
his  decision  to  retire  on  August  1,  1971;  and 

Whereas,  He  has  achieved  an  unusual  and  truly 
outstanding  record  of  service  to  the  Synod  stretching 
out  over  45  years,  the  first  15  of  which  were  devoted 
to  leadership  in  the  Walther  League  and  the  past  30 
to  Concordia  Publishing  House;  and 

Whereas,  His  labor  of  love  has  been  blessed  under 
God  through  a  period  of  remarkable  expansion  and 
record  production  so  that  Concordia  Publishing  House 
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Dr.  O.  A.  Dorn.  Well  done! 


now  ranks  third  among  church-owned  publishing 
houses  in  this  country;  and 

Whereas,  He  has  been  recognized  far  beyond  the 
circle  of  The  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri  Synod  for 
his  dedication,  ability,  and  personal  integrity;  there¬ 
fore  be  it 


Whereas,  Officials  of  that  state  now  ask  that  the 
word  “irrevocably”  be  included  to  comply  with  the 
state’s  legal  requirements;  and 

Whereas,  The  Synod’s  legal  counsel  finds  nothing 
objectionable  or  in  conflict  with  synodical  procedure 
with  this  request;  therefore  be  it 


- ,  - - oi  me  Articles  ot  Incor¬ 
poration  of  Concordia  Publishing  House  be  amended 
so  that,  as  amended,  said  Article  VI  shall  read  as  follows’ 
(the  italicized  words  indicate  the  change): 

This  association  may  receive  by  gift,  devise  and  bequest 
real  and  personal  property  for  any  of  the  purposes  herein¬ 
above  mentioned;  but  no  part  of  any  property  acquired  by 
this  association  by  purchase,  gift,  devise,  bequest  or  other¬ 
wise,  nor  the  rents,  issues  or  profits  thereof,  shall  in  any 
wise  or  m  any  manner  inure  to  or  be  used  for  the  benefit 
Sector  employee,  or  agent  of  this  associa- 
tion,  but  the  same  shall  be  irrevocably  dedicated  to  reli¬ 
gious  or  charitable  purposes  and  used  wholly  and  solely 
for  the  purposes  hereinabove  set  forth  for  the  exclusive 
use  and  behalf  of  The  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri  Synod 

1116  dlSS0lutl°?  or  winding  up  of  this  association,  its 
assets  remaining  after  paying,  or  providing  for  the  pay- 
ment  of  all  debts  and  liabilities  of  this  association  shall 
be  distributed  to  The  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri  Synod 
an  organization  exempt  from  tax  under  the  United  States’ 
Internal  Revenue  Code.  If  at  the  time  of  such  dissolution 

aLTn<if'u  UP  itHlS  as,sociation  holds  assets  on  trust,  such 
assets  shafl  unkss  otherwise  distributed  to  The  Lutheran 
Church  — Missouri  Synod,  be  thereafter  held  and  admin¬ 
istered  on  the  same  trusts. 

and  be  it  also 


Resolved,  That  such  amendment  shall  be  effective  on 
obtaining  requisite  approval  thereof  by  the  Internal 
Revenue  Service,  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  City  of  Saint 
Louis,  and  the  State  of  Missouri. 

Action:  Adopted  (6). 


To  Revise  Bylaws  of  Concordia  Publishing 
House 


Resolved,  That  this  convention  express  the  appre¬ 
ciation  of  the  Synod  to  Dr.  Dorn  with  a  rising  vote  of 
thanks;  and  be  it  also 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Synod  lead  the 
assembly  in  a  prayer  of  thanksgiving  asking  God’s  con¬ 
tinued  grace  and  protection  for  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Dorn. 

Action:  Adopted  (6). 

To  Change  Article  VI  of  Articles 
of  Incorporation  of  Concordia  Publishing 
House 

RESOLUTION  10-03 
Overture  10-11  (CW,  p.  416) 

Whereas,  The  Synod  in  convention  assembled  at 
Denver  2  years  ago  resolved  to  accept  the  recommended 
action  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Concordia  Publishing 
House  to  change  the  wording  of  Article  VI  of  the  Ar¬ 
ticles  of  Incorporation  of  CPH  to  comply  with  a  request 
of  the  State  of  California;  and 


RESOLUTION  10-04 
Overture  10-12  (CW,  pp.  416—422) 

Whereas  Under  the  blessings  of  almighty  God,  the 
Synod  s  pubhshing  enterprise  has  prospered  and  grown; 

Whereas,  In  the  interest  of  maintaining  an  efficient 
and  modern  organizational  structure  vital  to  the  con¬ 
tinued  successful  operation  of  Concordia  Publishing 
House  it  is  necessary  to  update  several  Handbook  pro¬ 
visions  related  to  CPH;  and 

Whereas,  These  proposed  changes  in  no  way  conflict 
with  existing  state  or  federal  laws  or  with  the  charter 
of  Concordia  Pubhshing  House;  and 

Whereas,  The  Board  of  Directors  of  Concordia  Pub¬ 
lishing  House  has  given  careful  consideration  and  study 
to  these  proposed  changes  in  consultation  with  the  Syn¬ 
od’s  legal  counsel  and  also  its  Board  of  Directors,  and 
recommends  their  adoption;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  concur  in  the  following  re¬ 
visions  of  Article  XI  A  of  the  Bylaws: 
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A.  CONCORDIA  PUBLISHING  HOUSE 
11.03  The  Board  of  Directors 

a.  Membership.  The  Board  of  Directors  of  Con¬ 
cordia  Publishing  House  shall  be  composed  of  nine 
members:  one  pastor,  one  teacher,  and  seven  lay¬ 
men. 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Synod  shall  at  least 
biennially  appoint  a  representative  who  shall  attend 
the  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Concordia 
Publishing  House  and  serve  as  a  liaison  between 
the  two  boards. 

b.  Election  and  Term.  The  members  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  shall  be  elected  at  the  biennial 
convention  of  the  Synod  for  6-year  terms.  The 
terms  of  office  shall  be  staggered  so  that  three  direc¬ 
tors  shall  be  elected  at  each  biennial  convention. 
Terms  of  office  of  directors  elected  at  a  convention 
of  the  Synod  shall  begin  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  next  following  the  conven¬ 
tion  of  Synod. 

(See  proposal  11.05  a.) 

(Present  h  becomes  proposed  c.) 

c.  Resignation  of  Directors.  Any  director  may 
resign  at  any  time.  Such  resignation  shall  be  made 
in  writing  and  shall  take  effect  from  the  date  of  its 
acceptance. 

(Present  g  becomes  proposed  d.) 

d.  Removal  of  Directors.  The  Board  of  Directors, 
by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Synod,  shall  have 
power  by  a  majority  vote,  at  a  special  meeting 
called  for  that  purpose,  to  remove  any  director  from 
office,  for  cause. 

(Present  c  becomes  proposed  e.) 

e.  Vacancies.  Vacancies  occurring  in  the  Board 
of  Directors  between  conventions  of  the  Synod  by 
resignation,  death,  or  otherwise  shall  be  filled  for 
the  unexpired  term  by  the  remaining  members  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  Concordia  Publishing 
House,  with  the  consent  of  the  President  of  the 
Synod. 

(See  proposed  11.05  and  11.11.) 

f.  (No  change) 

(Present  e  becomes  proposed  g.) 

g.  Powers  of  Board  of  Directors.  The  Board  of 
Directors  shall  be  responsible  and  accountable  to 
the  Synod  in  all  things  and  shall  have  control  of  the 
business  and  affairs  of  this  corporation  solely  for  its 
benefit  and  shall  exercise  all  the  powers  that  may 
be  exercised  or  performed  by  the  corporation  under 
the  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  the  Articles  of 
Agreement,  and  these  Bylaws. 

(Present  11.17  becomes  proposed  11.03  h.) 

h.  Duties  of  Board  of  Directors.  The  Board  of 
Directors  shall  report  to  conventions  of  the  Synod 
on  all  significant  matters  concerning  Concordia 
Publishing  House.  It  shall  also  keep  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Synod  informed  by  means  of  regu¬ 
lar  financial  and  administrative  reports.  The  Board 
of  Directors  shall  require  such  officers  and  employ¬ 
ees  of  the  corporation  as  it  shall  determine  to  be 
bonded  to  the  corporation  at  corporation  expense 
with  a  financially  responsible  bonding  company, 
conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  du¬ 
ties  of  their  respective  offices  and  such  other  condi¬ 
tions  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  required  by  the 
Board  of  Directors. 

(Present  11.11  becomes  proposed  11.03  i.) 

i.  Committees  of  Board  of  Directors.  The  Board 
of  Directors  may,  by  resolutions  passed  by  a  major¬ 
ity  of  the  total  number  of  directors,  designate  one 
or  more  committees,  each  such  committee  to  consist 
of  two  (2)  or  more  of  the  directors  of  the  corpora¬ 
tion.  Such  committee  or  committees  shall  have  such 
powers  and  duties  in  the  management  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  and  affairs  of  the  corporation  as  may  be  deter¬ 
mined  from  time  to  time  by  resolution  adopted  by 


the  Board  of  Directors.  The  Board  of  Directors  shall 
have  power  at  any  time  to  fill  vacancies  in,  to 
change  the  membership  of,  or  to  dissolve  any  such 
committee. 

(Present  11.03  d  becomes  proposed  11.05  a  and  b.) 
11.05  Board  Meetings 

a.  Frequency.  Regular  meetings  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  shall  be  held  on  the  third  Thursday  in 
each  month  at  the  office  of  the  corporation  or  at 
such  other  time  and  place  as  the  Board  of  Directors 
shall  by  resolution  adopt. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
shall  be  the  regular  meeting  in  the  month  of  Sep¬ 
tember. 

Special  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Directors  may 
be  called  by  the  chairman  of  the  board,  the  presi¬ 
dent,  or  any  two  directors  by  giving  2  days’  written 
or  telephonic  notice  to  each  director,  to  be  held  at 
such  time  and  place  as  specified  in  such  notice, 
unless  otherwise  indicated  in  the  notice  thereof. 
Any  and  all  business  may  be  transacted  at  a  special 
meeting. 

(Of.  present  11.03  d.) 

b.  Quorum.  A  majority  of  the  directors  shall 
constitute  a  quorum,  and  the  act  of  a  majority  of 
the  directors  present  at  a  meeting  at  which  a 
quorum  is  present  shall  be  the  act  of  the  Board 
of  Directors.  In  the  absence  of  a  quorum,  a  majority 
of  the  directors  present  may  adjourn  the  meeting 
from  time  to  time  until  a  quorum  be  had.  No  notice 
other  than  announcement  at  the  meeting  need  be 
given  of  such  adjournment. 

(Present  11.09  becomes  proposed  11.05  c.) 

c.  Waiver  of  Notice.  Whenever,  under  the  provi¬ 
sion  of  these  Bylaws  or  the  laws  of  the  State  of 
Missouri,  the  Board  of  Directors  is  authorized  to 
take  any  action  after  notice  or  after  lapse  of  a  pre¬ 
scribed  period  of  time,  such  action  may  be  taken 
without  notice  and  without  the  lapse  of  any  period 
of  time  if  such  action  be  authorized  and  approved 
and  the  requirements  waived  in  writing  by  each 
member  entitled  to  notice.  Such  authorization  or 
approval  and  such  waiver  shall  be  filed  with  the 
secretary  of  the  corporation.  At  any  meeting  at 
which  every  director  shall  be  present,  even  without 
notice,  any  business  may  be  transacted. 

(Present  11.05  becomes  proposed  11.07.) 

11.07  Officers 

a.  Officers.  The  officers  of  Concordia  Publishing 
House  shall  be  the  chairman  of  the  board,  a  vice- 
chairman  of  the  board,  a  president,  one  or  more 
vice-presidents,  a  secretary,  an  assistant  secretary, 
a  treasurer,  and  such  officers  as  the  board  may  from 
time  to  time  determine  to  be  desirable  for  the  effi¬ 
cient  operation  of  the  corporation. 

b.  Election  or  Appointment.  At  the  annual  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Board  of  Directors  following  a  convention 
of  The  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri  Synod,  the 
Board  of  Directors  shall  elect  from  among  its  mem¬ 
bers  a  chairman  of  the  board,  a  vice-chairman  of 
the  board,  and  a  secretary.  The  Board  of  Directors 
shall  also  elect  a  full-time  salaried  president,  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  approval  of  the  President  of  the  Synod 
at  the  time  of  the  initial  election.  The  Board  of 
Directors  shall  appoint  one  or  more  vice-presidents, 
an  assistant  secretary,  and  a  treasurer,  who  shall  be 
salaried  employees  of  the  corporation. 

c.  Terms  of  Office.  The  terms  of  office  of  the 
chairman  of  the  board,  the  vice-chairman  of  the 
board,  and  secretary  shall  commence  upon  then 
election  and  shall  expire  upon  the  election  of  their 
successors  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  following  the  next  succeeding  convention 
of  the  Synod,  provided  that  during  such  term  such 
officers  or  any  of  them  may  be  removed  from  office 
by  a  majority  vote  of  the  total  number  of  directors. 
The  president  shall  hold  office  only  during  the 
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pleasure  of  the  board,  but  may  be  dismissed  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  only  with  the  approval  of  the 
President  of  the  Synod.  The  vice-president  (s),  as¬ 
sistant  secretary,  and  treasurer  shall  hold  office 
only  during  the  pleasure  of  the  board. 

(Present  11.05  h  becomes  proposed  11.07  d.) 

d.  Compensation.  The  chairman  of  the  board, 
vice-chairman  of  the  board,  and  secretary  shall 
serve  without  compensation;  all  other  officers  shall 
be  compensated  in  such  amounts  as  shall  be  fixed 
by  the  Board  of  Directors. 

(See  proposed  11.07  b,  11.09,  11.11  c  and  d.) 

(Cf.  present  11.05  a  and  11.05  f  and  g.) 

11.09  Other  Executives 

The  Board  of  Directors  may  appoint  such  other 
executives  (including,  but  not  by  way  of  limitation 
of  the  generality  of  the  foregoing,  one  or  more  as¬ 
sistant  treasurers),  each  of  whom  shall  hold  office 
for  such  period,  have  such  authority,  and  perform 
such  duties  as  the  Board  of  Directors  may  from 
time  to  time  determine.  The  Board  of  Directors  may 
delegate  to  the  president  the  power  to  appoint  and 
fix  the  compensations,  term,  authority,  and  duties 
of  all  and  any  of  such  other  executives. 

11.11  Duties  of  Officers 

(Present  11.05  b  becomes  proposed  11.11  a.) 

a  .Chairman.  The  chairman  shall  preside  at 
meetings  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  In  addition  he 
shall  be  available  to  the  president  for  consultation 
and  advice  and  shall  act  as  liaison  between  the 
president  and  the  Board  of  Directors. 

(Present  11.05  c  becomes  proposed  11.11  b.) 

b.  Vice-Chairman.  The  vice-chairman  shall  have 
such  powers  and  perform  such  duties  as  may  be 
assigned  to  him  by  the  Board  of  Directors.  He  shall, 
in  the  absence  or  disability  of  the  chairman  of  the 
board,  perform  the  duties  and  exercise  the  power  of 
the  chairman  of  the  board. 

(Cf.  present  11.05  f.) 

c.  President.  The  president  shall  be  the  chief 
executive  officer  of  the  corporation  and  shall  have 
such  powers  and  duties  incident  to  those  normally 
associated  with  a  chief  executive  officer,  subject  to 
the  policies  established  by  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
Concordia  Publishing  House. 

(Cf.  present  11.05  g.) 

d.  Vice-President.  The  vice-president  or  vice- 
presidents  shall  perform  such  duties  as  may  be  as¬ 
signed  by  the  president  or  the  Board  of  Directors. 
In  the  absence  or  disability  of  the  president,  or  at 
any  time  upon  his  request,  his  duties  and  powers 
shall  be  performed  and  exercised  by  the  vice- 
president,  or  if  several  by  the  respective  vice-presi¬ 
dents  in  the  order  of  priority  designated  by  the 
Board  of  Directors,  or,  in  the  absence  of  such  desig¬ 
nation,  in  the  order  of  priority  of  appointment. 
Vice-presidents  appointed  at  the  same  meeting, 
unless  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  fix  a  different 
priority,  shall  be  deemed  to  have  been  appointed  in 
the  order  in  which  their  names  are  set  forth  in  the 
motion  or  motions  for  their  appointment. 

(Present  11.05  d  becomes  proposed  11.11  e.) 

e.  Secretary.  (No  change) 

(Cf.  present  11.05  a.) 

f.  Assistant  Secretary.  The  assistant  secretary 
shall  perform  such  duties  as  may  be  assigned  by  the 
president  or  the  secretary,  or  the  Board  of  Directors. 

(Present  11.05  e  becomes  proposed  11.11  g.) 

g.  Treasurer.  (No  change) 

(Present  11.04  becomes  proposed  11.13.) 

11.13  Prohibition  of  Conflict  of  Interest 

In  addition  to  the  prohibition  against  conflict  of 
interest  as  detailed  in  Sec.  2.12  a,  members  of  the 


Board  of  Directors  and  officers  and  other  executives 
of  Concordia  Publishing  House  shall  not  enter  into 
gainful  business  contracts  or  transactions  with  Con¬ 
cordia  Publishing  House. 

(Present  11.07  becomes  proposed  11.15) 

11.15  Seal.  (No  change) 

(Present  11.19  becomes  proposed  11.17.) 

11.17  Bonds  or  Mortgages.  (No  change) 

(Present  11.21  becomes  proposed  11.19.) 

11.19  Credit  Policy 

The  Board  of  Directors  shall  have  sole  power 
and  authority  to  establish  the  credit  policy  of  the 
corporation.  Amounts  to  be  written  off  at  the  close 
of  the  fiscal  year  are  to  be  approved  by  the  Board 
of  Directors. 

(Present  11.13  becomes  proposed  11.21.) 

11.21  Fiscal  Year  (No  change) 

(Present  11.15  becomes  proposed  11.23.) 

11.23  Surplus  Funds  (No  change) 

(Present  11.23  becomes  proposed  11.25.) 

11.25  Miscellaneous 

a.  (No  change) 

b.  (No  change) 

c.  A  copy  of  either  Der  Lutheraner  or  the  Lu¬ 
theran  Witness  and  the  Lutheran  Witness  Reporter 
shall  be  sent  free  of  charge  to  all  retired  pastors, 
professors,  and  teachers  in  the  Synod. 

d.  Concordia  Publishing  House  shall  provide  a 
sufficient  number  of  copies  of  the  periodicals  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  Synod  for  the  reading  rooms  of  the 
Synod’s  educational  institutions.  The  presidents  of 
the  institutions  shall  determine  the  kind  and  num¬ 
ber  of  such  publications  required. 

e.  (No  change) 

f.  (No  change) 

g.  (No  change) 

h.  (No  change) 

Action:  Adopted  (6). 

To  Commend  Concordia  Publishing  House 
for  its  Hiring  Practices 


Whereas,  Concordia  Publishing  House  has  publicly 
announced  its  desire  to  employ  and  train  more  black 
people  and  representatives  of  other  minority  groups  for 
available  jobs  and  to  upgrade  their  skills  for  promotion 
into  supervisory  and  management  positions;  and 

Whereas,  Notable  progress  has  been  made  toward 
this  goal  as  evidenced  by  its  report  that  more  than  40 
percent  of  all  new  employees  engaged  during  the  year 
1970  were  from  minority  groups;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  commend  Concordia  Pub¬ 
lishing  House  for  its  leadership  in  promoting  economic 
justice  for  all  people;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  CPH  be  directed  to  share  the  knowl¬ 
edge  it  has  acquired  through  this  experience  with  other 
agencies  and  institutions  of  the  Synod  so  that  they  might 
be  encouraged  to  follow  its  example;  and  be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  CPH  be  directed  to  continue  this  pro- 
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gram  which  has  begun  so  auspiciously  and  with  such 
evident  blessing  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Action:  Adopted  (15). 

To  Proclaim  the  Universality  of  the  Gospel 
Through  Christian  Art 
RESOLUTION  I0-C6 
Overture  10-22  (CW,  p.428) 

Whereas,  The  Synod  at  its  Denver  convention  in  1969 
encouraged  Concordia  Publishing  House  to  continue  its 
stated  endeavor  to  select  Christian  art,  especially  de¬ 
pictions  of  Biblical  persons,  which  will  proclaim  the 
universality  of  the  Gospel;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  reaffirm  its  action  at  Den¬ 
ver  (Res.  10-16)  and  direct  all  agencies  and  institutions 
of  the  Synod  to  be  particularly  conscious  of  their  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  proclaim  that  the  Gospel  of  Christ  is  intended 
for  all  men  through  the  use  of  Christian  art  represen¬ 
tative  of  humanity  in  general. 

Action:  Adopted  (15). 

To  Receive  Report  of  Commission  on  Church 
Literature 
RESOLUTION  10-07 
Report  10-02  (CW,  pp.  406—407) 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  receive  the  report  of  the 
Commission  on  Church  Literature  and  acknowledge  the 
work  of  the  commission  with  thanks. 

Action:  Adopted  (2). 

To  Receive  Report  of  Committee  on  Publishing 
Walther’s  Writings 
RESOLUTION  10-08 
Report  10-08  (CW,  p.  415) 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  receive  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  publishing  Dr.  C.  F.  W.  Walther’s  writ¬ 
ings,  express  its  gratitude  that  progress  is  being  made 
on  this  project,  and  encourage  the  committee,  with  as¬ 
sistance  from  Concordia  Publishing  House  and  the  Syn¬ 
od’s  Board  of  Directors,  to  work  toward  its  completion. 

Action:  Adopted  (2). 

To  Receive  the  Report  of  the  Board 
for  Public  Relations 
RESOLUTION  10-09 

Report  10-04;  Overture  10-09  (CW,  pp.  408— 410,  416) 

Whereas,  The  Department  of  Public  Relations  con¬ 
tinues  to  serve  the  Synod  on  both  the  national  and  par¬ 
ish  levels  in  faithfully  identifying  The  Lutheran  Church 
—  Missouri  Synod  with  the  Gospel  of  Christ;  and 

Whereas,  The  board  is  seeking  to  improve  the  de¬ 


partment’s  services  through  the  use  of  study  reports; 
and 

Whereas,  The  need  for  effective  public  relations  is 
becoming  more  apparent;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  receive  the  report  of  the 
Board  for  Public  Relations  with  thanks  and  commend 
it  for  faithfulness  in  carrying  out  its  task;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  encourage  its  members  to 
make  greater  use  of  the  services  of  the  department;  and 
be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  the  board  continue  the  evaluation  of 
the  department’s  services  and  bring  to  the  Synod  in 
convention  at  New  Orleans  a  budgetary  projection  for 
effective  public  relations. 

Action:  Adopted  (2). 

To  Receive  Report  of  Division 
of  Communications 
RESOLUTION  10-10 
Report  10-07  (CW,  p.  415) 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  receive  the  report  of  the 
Division  of  Communications  and  acknowledge  the  work 
of  the  division  with  thanks. 

Action:  Adopted  (2). 

To  Continue  Study  of  Priorities  for  Expanded 
Use  of  Media  in  Mission  of  the  Church 
RESOLUTION  10-11 

Report  10-07;  Overture  10-17  (CW,  pp.  415,  423—424) 

Whereas,  The  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri  Synod 
has  been  blessed  for  many  years  with  opportunities  to 
proclaim  the  Gospel  via  the  media  of  mass  communica¬ 
tions  and  has  repeatedly  committed  itself  to  the  best  use 
of  advancing  technological  capabilities  in  bringing  the 
good  news  of  Christ  to  people  wherever  they  are;  and 

Whereas,  The  Synod  now  has  a  significant  and  irre¬ 
placeable  financial  and  professional  stake  and  reputation 
in  the  media  of  mass  communications;  and 

Whereas,  Several  previous  conventions,  recognizing 
the  enormous  potential  of  the  media  of  mass  communi¬ 
cations  for  mission,  have  instructed  studies  to  be  made 
for  more  effective  utilization  of  these  media,  and  the 
Denver  convention  (Res.  1-12)  directed  the  Division  of 
Communications  to  “develop  new  plans  and  projects 
for  the  expanded  use  of  the  media  of  mass  communica¬ 
tions  at  home  and  abroad  for  presentation  with  appro¬ 
priate  budgetary  requests  to  the  1971  Milwaukee  con¬ 
vention  of  the  Synod”;  and 

Whereas,  The  Division  of  Communications  has  re¬ 
ceived  but  has  not  been  able  to  study  in  depth  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  Task  Force  appointed  for  this  purpose,  nor 
yet  to  coordinate  it  with  several  other  studies  commis¬ 
sioned  during  the  past  biennium,  including  the  “Conley 
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Report,”  authorized  by  the  Board  for  Public  Relations; 
the  readership  survey  conducted  by  Richard  Manville 
Research,  Inc.  for  the  Editorial  Commission  for  Official 
Periodicals;  the  “Holt  Report”  on  radio  stations  KFUO 
am  and  fm;  and  the  research  developed  by  the  Synod’s 
Committee  on  Organization;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  at  Milwaukee  instruct  the 
Division  of  Communications  in  consultation  with  the 
appropriate  boards,  departments,  and  commissions  of 
the  Synod  as  well  as  with  the  auxiliary  organizations 
utilizing  the  mass  media,  to  continue  its  study  of  pri¬ 
orities  for  an  expanded  use  of  the  media  of  mass  com- 
rciunications;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved ,  That  the  Division  of  Communications  be 
instructed  to  present  specific  plans  and  projects  with 
appropriate  budgetary  requests  to  the  1973  New  Orleans 
convention  of  the  Synod  for  action;  and  be  it  finally 
Resolved ,  That  in  view  of  this  ongoing  study  by  the 
Division  of  Communications  all  reports  and  proposals 
relating  to  the  function  and  structure  of  the  division 
and/or  its  departments  be  referred  to  the  division  for 
incorporation  in  the  study. 

Action:  Adopted  (2). 

To  Receive  Report  of  Radio  Station  KFUO 
RESOLUTION  10-12 
Report  10-06  (CW,  pp.  414—415) 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  receive  the  report  of  radio 
station  KFUO  and  express  its  gratitude  to  God  for  the 
blessings  He  has  granted  through  this  radio  ministry. 

Action:  Adopted  (2). 

To  Amend  Bylaws  of  Radio  Station  KFUO 

RESOLUTION  10-13 

Action:  Withdrawn  by  committee  in  favor  of  Reso¬ 
lution  10-21. 

To  Receive  Report  of  Board  for  Lutheran 
Television 

RESOLUTION  10-14 

Report  10-05;  Overture  10-23  (CIV,  pp.  410—414,  428) 

Whereas,  Under  the  rich  blessings  of  almighty  God 
the  Synod’s  television  ministry  has  spread  the  saving 
message  of  our  Lord  and  Savior  throughout  the  world; 
and 

Whereas,  The  television  ministry  throughout  its  20- 
year  history  has  been  blessed  with  leadership  provided 
by  Dr.  Herman  W.  Gockel  and  Dr.  Leonhard  C.  Wuerf- 
fel;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  receive  the  report  of  the 
Board  for  Lutheran  Television;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  acknowledge  the  faithful 


direction  of  Dr.  Herman  W.  Gockel  and  wish  him  God’s 
richest  blessings  in  his  retirement;  and  be  it  finally 
Resolved,  That  the  Synod  express  its  gratitude  to  the 
Lutheran  Laymen’s  League  for  its  support  as  a  joint 
sponsor  of  this  mission  arm  of  our  Synod. 

Action:  Adopted  (15). 

To  Express  Appreciation  to  Television 
Stations 

RESOLUTION  10-15 
Overture  10-14  (CIV,  pp.  422—423) 

Whereas,  The  largest  number  of  stations  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  Lutheran  Television  (475)  throughout  the 
United  States,  Canada,  and  other  areas  of  the  world  are 
offering  free  facilities  and  sustaining  free  time  for  tele¬ 
casting  of  the  Synod’s  television  series,  including  “This 
Is  the  Life,”  “Pattern  for  Living,”  and  “The  Fisher  Fam¬ 
ily”;  and 

Whereas,  The  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri  Synod 
desires  to  express  its  public  appreciation  for  this  gen¬ 
erosity  and  cooperation  and  to  recognize  it  as  a  signifi¬ 
cant  contribution  to  the  moral  and  spiritual  upbuilding 
of  our  nation  and  world;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  LCMS  during  this  20th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  its  television  ministry  express  its  appreciation  to 
all  cooperating  television  stations  for  their  significant 
contribution  in  carrying  “This  Is  the  Life,”  “Pattern  for 
Living,”  “The  Fisher  Family,”  and  “Christmas  Is”  as 
a  part  of  their  public  service;  and  be  it  also 

Resolved,  That  the  LCMS  commend  these  stations 
and  their  management  for  their  outstanding  spirit  of 
service  in  the  public  interest. 

Action:  Adopted  (15). 

To  Receive  Report  of  Editorial  Commission 
for  Official  Periodicals 

RESOLUTION  10-16 
Report  10-03  (CIV,  pp.  407—408) 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  receive  the  report  of  the 
Editorial  Commission  for  Official  Periodicals  with  thanks 
and  commend  the  editors  for  their  effective  work  to¬ 
ward  achieving  the  stated  objectives  of  the  Synod’s  of¬ 
ficial  publications. 

Action:  Adopted  (15). 

To  Use  Official  Periodicals  to  Edify 
RESOLUTION  10-17 
Overtures  10-19,  10-20  (CIV,  p.424) 

Whereas,  The  Editorial  Commission  for  Official  Pe¬ 
riodicals  has  assured  the  Synod,  in  its  report,  of  its  con¬ 
cern  for  achieving  the  following  objectives  in  editing  the 
Synod’s  official  periodicals: 
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1.  To  represent  The  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri 
Synod  and  its  member  congregations  in  witnessing  to 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  before  the  world; 

2.  To  serve  the  Synod  as  an  instrument  for  carrying 
out  its  stated  objectives  (Constitution,  Art.  Ill;  Articles 
of  Incorporation,  Art.  II); 

3.  To  foster  among  members  of  the  Synod  growth  in 
knowledge,  grace,  and  truth,  and  to  stimulate  the  lead¬ 
ership  to  responsible  Christian  action  in  church  and 
society; 

4.  To  reflect  an  awareness  of  and  concern  for  all 
the  members  of  the  body  of  Christ;  and 

Whereas,  The  Lutheran  Witness,  the  Lutheran  Wit¬ 
ness  Reporter,  and  Der  Lutheraner  are  official  periodi¬ 
cals  of  the  LCMS;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  encourage  the  commission 
to  continue  to  foster  these  objectives;  and  be  it  also 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  urge  all  who  have  respon¬ 
sibility  for  these  official  periodicals  to  give  a  high  pri¬ 
ority  to  instructional  articles  in  accord  with  Holy  Scrip¬ 
tures  and  the  Lutheran  Confessions. 

Action:  Adopted  (15). 

To  Authorize  Experimentation  and  Possible 
Changes  in  Format  and  Frequency 
of  the  “Lutheran  Witness”  and  the  “Lutheran 
Witness  Reporter” 

RESOLUTION  10-18 
Report  10-03  (CW,  pp.  407—408) 

Whereas,  The  official  periodicals  are  primary  ave¬ 
nues  of  communication  within  the  Synod;  and 

Whereas,  Production  and  mailing  costs  continue  to 
rise;  and 

Whereas,  A  reevaluation  of  the  publication  program 
for  the  Lutheran  Witness  and  the  Lutheran  Witness  Re¬ 
porter  has  led  the  Editorial  Commission  to  the  conclu¬ 
sion  that  some  changes  are  necessary  in  the  format  and 
frequency  of  issue  of  these  official  publications  to  keep 
subscription  prices  within  reasonable  bounds;  therefore 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  authorize  the  Editorial 
Commission  for  Official  Periodicals  to  experiment  with 
the  format  and  frequency  of  issue  of  the  Lutheran  Wit¬ 
ness  and  the  Lutheran  Witness  Reporter;  and  be  it  also 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  authorize  necessary 
changes  in  the  format  and  frequency  of  issue  of  the  Lu¬ 
theran  Witness  and  the  Lutheran  Witness  Reporter,  to 
be  made  by  the  Editorial  Commission  in  cooperation 
with  Concordia  Publishing  House  and  submitted  to  the 
synodical  Board  of  Directors  and  the  Council  of  Presi¬ 
dents. 

Action:  Adopted  (15). 


To  Recognize  20th  Anniversary  of  “This 
Is  the  Life” 

RESOLUTION  10-19 

Overtures  10-15,  10-16,  10-23  ( CW ,  pp.  423,  428) 

Whereas,  “This  Is  the  Life”  will  celebrate  a  record¬ 
setting  20th-anniversary  season  beginning  October  1971; 
and 

Whereas,  The  dynamic  growth  of  television  is  coin¬ 
cident  with  the  population  increase;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  in  convention  give  praise 
and  thanks  to  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ  for  the 
rich  benediction  He  has  bestowed  on  “This  Is  the  Life” 
and  the  television  ministry  of  our  church  during  the 
past  two  decades;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  special  “20th  Anniversary”  Sunday 
be  set  aside  throughout  the  congregations  of  the  Synod 
during  the  fall  of  1971  to  remember  before  God  the  rich 
blessings  of  our  Lord  on  this  television  ministry  of  20 
years;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  encourage  and  instruct  the 
Board  for  Lutheran  Television  to  carry  out  the  great 
commission  of  our  Lord  to  “preach  the  Gospel  to  every 
creature”  in  its  area  of  activity  by  continuing  to  explore 
and  utilize  more  fully  the  developing  television  oppor¬ 
tunities  at  home  and  abroad;  and  be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  allocate  necessary  funds 
to  carry  out  its  previous  action  at  Denver  “to  expand 
the  use  of  the  media  of  mass  communication  at  home 
and  abroad.” 

Action:  Adopted  (15). 

To  Ask  Public  Media  to  Eliminate  Profanity 
RESOLUTION  10-20 
Overture  10-18  (CW,  p.424) 

Whereas,  There  is  ample  evidence  of  an  increasing 
use  of  profanity  in  public  media;  and 

Whereas,  This  is  but  another  example  of  the  general 
relaxing  of  effective  enforcement  of  codes  governing  the 
preservation  of  moral  standards  in  public  life;  and 

Whereas,  This  is  properly  a  responsibility  not  only, 
or  even  particularly,  of  reporters  or  news  commenta¬ 
tors;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  express  concern  over  the 
growing  breakdown  in  public  morals;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  through  its  established 
channels  of  communication  remind  its  entire  member¬ 
ship  of  the  responsibility  of  every  Christian  to  control 
and  influence  public  life  through  the  power  of  Chris¬ 
tian  example;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  various  boards  and  commissions 
in  the  Division  of  Communications  be  instructed  to  uti- 
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lize  the  channels  of  the  public  media  ever  more  effec¬ 
tively  to  dramatize  “the  more  excellent  way”  of  life  pro¬ 
fessed  and  practiced  by  those  who  belong  to  the  body 
of  Christ  (ICor.  12:31);  and  be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  also  urge  the  film  industry 
to  devise  therapeutic  measures  under  the  principle  of 
se.f-regulation  to  deal  more  responsibly  with  the  grow¬ 
ing  problem  in  films  of  sex  and  violence  as  exploitable 
commodities  for  commercial  gain. 

Action:  Adopted  as  amended  (15). 

(Amendment:  addition  of  final  resolved.) 

To  Appoint  Task  Force  to  Study  Radio 
Station  KFUO  Operation 
RESOLUTION  10-21 

Overture  10-21  (CW,  pp.  425—427);  Report  10-06  (CW 
pp.  414—415) 

Whereas,  Radio  Station  KFUO  serves  the  entire 
Synod  through  its  extension  services  and  as  a  labora¬ 
tory  for  Concordia  Seminary  students  as  well  as  pro¬ 
viding  Christian  programing  in  its  geographical  area- 
and 

Whereas,  In  a  study  authorized  by  the  Synod’s  Board 
of  Directors,  the  Holt  Corporation,  a  professional  broad¬ 
cast  consultant,  has  suggested  several  options  for  the 
future  operation  of  Radio  Station  KFUO;  and 

Whereas,  Both  Synod’s  Board  of  Directors  and  the 
KFUO  Operating  Board,  acting  separately,  have  only 
begun  to  consider  the  various  options  presented  in  this 
report;  and 

Whereas,  Radio  Station  KFUO  serves  a  limited  geo¬ 
graphical  area  in  its  “on  the  air”  operation;  therefore 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod’s  Board  of  Directors  ap¬ 
point  a  Task  Force  consisting  of  representatives  of  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  the  KFUO  Operating 
Board  to  study  the  future  administration  and  operation 
of  Radio  Station  KFUO,  including  consideration  of  the 
Holt  Report,  the  Bylaws  changes  proposed  in  Overture 
10-21  (CW,  pp.  425 — 427),  and  other  recommendations 
made  to  Synod’s  Board  of  Directors  by  the  KFUO  Oper¬ 
ating  Board;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  Task  Force  explore  the  possibil¬ 
ity  of  ownership  and  operation  of  Radio  Station  KFUO 
by  some  agency  in  its  geographical  area;  and  be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  this  Task  Force’s  report  be  presented 
to  the  synodical  Board  of  Directors  and  the  KFUO 
Operating  Board,  and  that  recommendations  for  the 
future  operation  of  Radio  Station  KFUO  be  presented 
to  the  Synod  at  its  convention  in  1973. 

Action:  Adopted  (15). 


11.  SPECIAL  AND  SUNDRY  MATTERS 

To  Meet  Needs  of  Department  of  Archives 
and  History,  Concordia  Historical  Institute 
RESOLUTION  11-01 
Report  11-02  (CW,  pp.  430—433) 

Whereas,  At  the  very  time  when  the  Synod  is  con¬ 
fronted  with  momentous  challenges  Concordia  Histori¬ 
cal  Institute,  which  has  the  resources  and  means  to  point 
to  the  blessing  of  the  past  and  which  could  assist  ma¬ 
terially  in  developing  concrete  guidance  for  the  future, 
lacks  the  facilities  and  financial  resources  to  do  so;  and 

Whereas,  The  expansion  needs  of  the  institute  have 
been  presented  to  and  recognized  by  the  past  three  con¬ 
ventions  of  the  Synod;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  accept  with  thanks  the  report  of 
the  institute  and  voice  our  agreement  with  its  concerns 
for  the  preservation  of  our  invaluable  heritage;  and  be 
it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  give  immedi¬ 
ate  consideration  to  the  vital  needs  of  the  institute  for 
appropriate  space;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  institute  be  asked  to  put  forth 
efforts  in  soliciting  bequests,  seeking  memberships,  and 
utilizing  District  archivists  for  promotional  purposes; 
and  be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  give  consider¬ 
ation  to  the  expansion  needs  of  Concordia  Historical 
Institute  when  the  board  allocates  the  funds  received 
from  the  125th  Anniversary  Thankoffering. 

Action:  Adopted  (5). 

To  Support  Ministerial  Health  Program 
RESOLUTION  11-02 
Report  11-03  (CW,  pp.  433—434) 

Whereas,  The  synodical  Commission  on  Ministerial 
Health  evidences  a  continuing  concern  for  the  health  of 
the  church’s  professional  workers  and  at  the  same  time 
is  keenly  aware  of  the  difficult  problems  confronting 
District  Presidents  when  required  to  deal  with  crisis 
situations  in  the  lives  of  the  church  workers;  and 

Whereas,  The  commission  has  developed  a  pilot  pro¬ 
ject  to  determine  the  feasibility  of  a  central  program  of 
evaluation  and  long-range  therapy;  and 

Whereas,  The  Wheat  Ridge  Foundation  has  provided 
a  $25,000  grant  for  each  of  2  years  to  support  the  ad¬ 
ministrative  costs  of  this  pilot  project;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  commend  the  commission  for  its 
dedicated  service;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  thank  the  Wheat  Ridge  Founda¬ 
tion  for  its  generous  contribution;  and  be  it  further 
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Resolved,  That  the  Synod  assume  the  administrative 
cost  of  the  program  as  a  budget  item  beginning  with  the 
fiscal  year  1973;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  following  changes  be  made  in  the 
synodical  Handbook: 

a.  To  add,  following  2.112  b  4,  a  paragraph: 

The  District  President  shall  have  authority  to 
place  a  disabled  church  worker  temporarily  on 
a  CRM  or  leave  of  absence  status. 

b.  In  2.112  b  6,  the  wording  be  changed  from  “to  the 
synodical  Personnel  Director”  to  read  “to  the  synodical 
President”;  and  be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  commission  be  ac¬ 
cepted  with  thanks. 

Action:  Adopted  (5). 

To  Commemorate  the  125th  Anniversary 
of  the  Synod 
RESOLUTION  11-03 

Reports  11-05,  11-06,  11-07  (CIV,  pp.  434—435) 

Whereas,  The  Lord  of  the  church  has  blessed  our 
Synod  for  125  years  with  the  Gospel  and  with  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  missionary  outreach  and  has  called  us  to  be 
ambassadors  for  Christ  in  the  ministry  of  reconciliation 
today;  and 

Whereas,  Recent  synodical  conventions  have  author¬ 
ized  a  Synodwide  celebration  of  these  125  years  of  grace 
and  blessing;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  assembled  in  Milwau¬ 
kee  in  1971  call  on  the  entire  membership  of  the  Synod 
to  set  aside  the  year  1972  for  this  celebration;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  a  program  be  adopted  whereby: 

1.  The  church  may  be  edified  by  the  Word  and  the 
sacraments  and  moved  to  gratitude  and  unity  by  re¬ 
membering  its  great  spiritual  heritage;  and 

2.  We  all  be  encouraged  by  our  past  history  to  a  re¬ 
newed  zeal  as  ambassadors  for  Christ;  and 

3.  The  entire  membership  of  the  Synod  be  urged  to 
give  thanks  to  the  Lord  of  the  church  and  to  set  definite 
goals  for  internal  and  external  growth  for  the  decade 
of  the  seventies;  and 

4.  We  join  together  in  a  special  Synodwide  thank- 
offering  to  provide  resources  for  a  forward  thrust  in 
mission  and  ministry  to  our  world;  and 

5.  The  responsibility  and  method  of  gathering  this 
offering  be  made  the  task  of  the  Synod,  using  the  facili¬ 
ties  and  resources  of  each  District;  and 

6.  Of  the  amount  each  District  raises  for  the  Synod’s 
125th  anniversary  offering,  25  percent  shall  be  retained 
by  the  District  for  work  in  its  area;  and 

7.  That  the  anniversary  committee  consider  involv¬ 
ing  the  auxiliary  organizations  of  the  Synod  in  the  ob¬ 
servance. 

Action:  Adopted  (5). 


To  Support  Work  of  Armed  Forces 
Commission 
RESOLUTION  11-04 
Report  11-01  (CIV,  pp.  429 — 430) 

Whereas,  The  Armed  Forces  Commission  has  served 
the  church  faithfully  by  providing  chaplains,  a  ministry 
by  mail,  and  the  services  of  Christ  Church  Military 
Congregation;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  thank  the  members  of  the  com¬ 
mission  and  especially  its  retiring  director,  Rev.  Ken¬ 
neth  L.  Ahl,  D.  D.,  for  their  faithful  service;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  we  encourage  congregations  of  the 
Synod  to  support  the  work  of  the  commission  with  their 
prayers,  by  their  financial  contributions,  and  by  send¬ 
ing  to  the  commission  the  names  and  addresses  of  the 
military  personnel;  and  be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  we  accept  the  report  of  the  commis¬ 
sion  with  thanks. 

Action:  Adopted  (5). 

To  Preserve  and  Restore  Historical 
Buildings  in  Perry  County,  Missouri 
RESOLUTION  11-05 
Overture  11-10  (CIV,  p.  435) 

Whereas,  The  preservation  and  restoration  of  the 
historic  buildings  in  Perry  County,  Missouri,  is  an  im¬ 
portant  phase  of  archivist  work  in  the  Synod;  and 

Whereas,  A  request  to  assist  in  this  project  has  come 
from  Trinity  Lutheran  Church,  Altenburg,  Missouri; 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  ask  Trinity  Lutheran  Church  to 
direct  her  request  to  and  to  seek  counsel  from  Concor¬ 
dia  Historical  Institute. 

Action:  Adopted  (5). 

To  Request  Districts  to  Set  Up 
Salary  Guidelines 
RESOLUTION  11-06 
Overture  11-12  (CIV,  p.  436) 

Whereas,  A  Synodwide  salary  scale  for  church  work¬ 
ers  would  not  be  meaningful  because  of  varying  eco¬ 
nomic  conditions;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Districts  be  encouraged  to  estab¬ 
lish  guidelines  to  assist  the  congregations  in  providing 
adequate  salaries  for  their  professional  workers. 

Action:  Adopted  (5). 
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To  Observe  Significant  Anniversaries 
of  Lutheran  Confessions 

RESOLUTION  11-07 
Overtures  11-08,  11-09  (CIV,  p.  435) 

Whereas,  The  450th  anniversary  of  the  publication 
of  Martin  Luther’s  translation  of  the  New  Testament 
will  occur  in  1972;  and 

Whereas,  The  400th  anniversary  of  the  Formula  of 
Concord  will  occur  in  1977;  and 

Whereas,  The  450th  anniversary  of  Martin  Luther’s 
Small  and  Large  Catechisms  will  occur  in  1979;  and 

Whereas,  The  400th  anniversary  of  the  publication 
of  the  Book  of  Concord  as  well  as  the  450th  anniversary 
of  the  Augsburg  Confession  will  occur  in  1980;  and 

Whereas,  These  confessions  have  been  a  source  of 
great  blessing  for  the  Lutheran  Church;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  by  the 
Council  of  Presidents  to  expedite  the  appropriate  ob¬ 
servance  of  these  anniversaries  on  a  Synodwide  basis; 
and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  give  consideration  to 
involving  the  youth  in  these  observances;  and  be  it 
finally 

Resolved,  That  this  committee  be  authorized  to  co¬ 
ordinate  its  activities  with  similar  committees  from  other 
Lutheran  Church  bodies. 

Action:  Adopted  (5). 

(An  amendment  to  substitute  “President  of  the  Synod” 
for  “Council  of  Presidents”  in  the  first  resolved  failed  as  well 
as  an  amendment  to  strike  the  second  resolved.) 


To  Encourage  Use  of  Services 
of  Commission  on  Architecture 

RESOLUTION  11-08 
Report  11-04  (CIV,  p.434) 

Whereas,  The  Commission  on  Architecture  has  ren¬ 
dered  valuable  service  to  congregations  and  Districts  of 
the  Synod,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  express  our  appreciation  to  the 
members  of  the  commission  and  encourage  congrega¬ 
tions  to  use  the  services  they  offer;  and  be  it  also 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  commission  be  ac¬ 
cepted  with  thanks. 

Action:  Adopted  (5). 


To  Express  Appreciation  for  Work 
of  LWML 
RESOLUTION  11-09 
Report  X-01  (CW,  p.483) 

Whereas,  The  Lutheran  Women’s  Missionary  League 
through  its  threefold  objective  of  Mission  Education, 
Mission  Inspiration,  and  Mission  Service  has  enabled 
the  women  of  our  church  to  witness  to  their  faith 
through  personal  testimony  as  well  as  through  numer¬ 
ous  projects  of  Christian  service;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  express  our  gratitude  to  this  or¬ 
ganization  for  its  very  generous  support  of  mission 
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projects  and  the  many  other  ways  of  advancing  the 
cause  of  the  Savior;  and  be  it  also 

Resolved,  That  their  report  be  accepted  with  thanks. 

Action:  Adopted  (5). 

To  Respond  to  Communication  from 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  —  Synod 
of  France  and  Belgium 

RESOLUTION  11-10 
Report  X-02  (CW,  pp.  483—484) 

Whereas,  We  have  received  a  communication  from 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  —  Synod  of  France 
and  Belgium  (cf.  X-02,  pp.  483 — 484) ;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  convention  receive  this  communi¬ 
cation  and  assure  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  — 
Synod  of  France  and  Belgium  that  the  1971  convention 
of  Synod  is  dealing  with  the  concerns  of  said  com¬ 
munication. 

Action:  Adopted  (5). 

To  Accept  Report  of  Bethesda 
Lutheran  Home 

RESOLUTION  11-11 
Report  X-04  (CW,  p.  484) 

Whereas,  Bethesda  Lutheran  Home  continues  to  ren¬ 
der  outstanding  services  in  ministering  to  the  whole 
man  for  its  more  than  600  residents;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  commend  the  board  and  the  staff 
for  their  dedicated  services;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  urge  our  congregations  and  peo¬ 
ple  to  give  prayer  and  financial  support  to  this  house 
of  mercy;  and  be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  we  accept  the  report  on  Bethesda 
Lutheran  Home. 

Action:  Adopted  (5). 

To  Express  Appreciation  for  Council 
of  Lutheran  Ministries 

RESOLUTION  11-12 
Report  X-03  (CW,  p.  484) 

Whereas,  The  Council  of  Lutheran  Ministries  in¬ 
forms  the  members  of  the  Synod  of  the  validity  and  need 
of  voluntary  agencies  to  serve  the  church  and  has  co¬ 
ordinated  the  work  of  these  intrasynodical  ministries; 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  express  to  them  our  heartfelt 
thanks  for  their  splendid  service  and  receive  their  re¬ 
port  with  thanks. 

Action:  Adopted  (5). 


To  Accept  Report  of  Lutheran  Deaconess 
Association 

RESOLUTION  11-13 

Report  X-06  (CW,  p.  486) 

Whereas,  The  Lutheran  Deaconess  Association  has 
for  more  than  50  years  served  under  the  motto  “Faith 
and  Service  in  Christ”  in  training  deaconesses  for  min¬ 
istry  in  parishes,  institutions,  overseas  programs,  social 
services,  and  special  urban  ministries;  and 

Whereas,  Deaconesses  because  of  their  training  can 
render  valuable  services  to  the  church;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  congregations  be  urged  to  give  con¬ 
sideration  to  engaging  a  deaconess  on  their  staff  and 
also  to  provide  financial  support  to  the  program;  and 
be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  accept  the  report  on  the  Lutheran 
Deaconess  Association;  and  be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  we  wish  Dr.  Lucille  Wassman  the 
Lord’s  blessing  as  she  assumes  her  position  as  executive 
director  of  the  Lutheran  Deaconess  Association. 

Action:  Adopted  (5). 

To  Increase  Support  for  Valparaiso 
RESOLUTION  11-14 
Report  X-05  (CW,  pp.  485—486) 

Whereas,  Valparaiso  University  has  continued  to 
serve  the  young  people  of  the  church  by  striving  for 
excellence  in  higher  education  together  with  an  under¬ 
standing  and  appreciation  of  the  values  of  the  Christian 
faith;  and 

Whereas,  The  costs  of  education  have  risen  dramati¬ 
cally  in  recent  years;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  congregations  be  encouraged  to  in¬ 
crease  their  support  for  the  work  of  the  university;  and 
be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  report  on  the  university  be  ac¬ 
cepted  with  thanks. 

Action:  Adopted  (5). 

To  Decline  Overture  11-11 
RESOLUTION  11-15 
Overture  11-11  (CW,  p.435) 

I 

Whereas,  The  names  of  delegates  are  printed  in  the 
Convention  Workbook,  which  is  distributed  “not  later 
than  6  weeks  prior  to  the  opening  date  of  the  conven¬ 
tion”  (Handbook,  1.27  2  e)  ;  and 

Whereas,  This  is  deemed  adequate  time  to  commu¬ 
nicate  with  the  delegates;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  Overture  11-11  be  declined. 

Action:  Adopted  (5). 
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To  Support  the  Work  of  the 
American  Bible  Society 
RESOLUTION  11-16 

Whereas,  This  convention  recognizes,  first,  that  wide¬ 
spread  distribution  of  the  printed  Word  of  God  is  a 
basic  need  in  mission  work  at  home  and  around  the 
world  and,  second,  that  mission  advance  calls  for  even 
greater  distribution  of  Bibles,  New  Testaments,  Gospels, 
other  individual  books  of  the  Bible,  and  shorter  Scrip¬ 
ture  selections;  and 

Whereas,  The  American  Bible  Society  renders  an  es¬ 
sential  worldwide  missionary  service  through  translating 
and  publishing  the  Scriptures  without  note  or  comment 
and  through  distributing  them  without  profit  and  usu¬ 
ally  below  cost;  and 

Whereas,  The  American  Bible  Society  provides, 
without  charge  to  the  chaplains,  Scriptures  for  distri¬ 
bution  to  the  men  and  women  of  the  Armed  Forces 
and  to  patients  in  Veterans  Hospitals;  and 

Whereas,  The  American  Bible  Society  in  cooperation 
with  50  other  national  Bible  societies,  is  now  engaged 
m  a  program  of  worldwide  mission  advance,  with  the 
theme  One  Word  for  One  World,”  seeking  to  place  the 
printed  Word  of  God  in  the  hands,  hearts,  and  lives  of 
more  people,  in  more  lands,  in  more  languages;  and 

Whereas,  The  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri  Synod 
has  traditionally  supported  the  work  of  the  155-year-old 
American  Bible  Society  and  regularly  utilizes  its  ser¬ 
vices;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  fraternally  urge  our  congrega¬ 
tions  and  their  members  to  continue  to  make  worthy 
contributions  to  the  work  of  the  American  Bible  Society, 
in  order  to  provide  the  Scriptures  needed  for  the  mis¬ 
sion  of  reconciliation  to  which  we  are  committed;  and 
be  it  also 

Resolved,  That  we  encourage  one  another  to  empha¬ 
size  in  our  own  families  the  need  for  a  wider  reading 
and  sharing  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  both  in  our  own 
land  and  throughout  the  world. 

Action:  Adopted  (17). 

To  Study  the  Relationship 
of  Deaconesses  to  the  Synod 
RESOLUTION  11-17 
Report  X-06  (CW,  p.  486) 

Whereas,  There  are  questions  concerning  the  rela¬ 
tionship  of  deaconesses  to  the  Synod;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Synod  appoint 
a  committee  of  representatives  from  the  Lutheran  Dea¬ 
coness  Association,  Valparaiso  University,  the  Board  for 
Higher  Education,  and  the  Council  of  Presidents  to  study 
this  matter  and  make  appropriate  recommendations  to 
the  next  convention;  and  be  it  also 

Resolved,  That  the  two  overtures  printed  on  pages  8 


and  11  of  The  Lutheran  Deaconess,  Vol.  49,  be  given  full 
consideration  by  the  committee  herewith  established. 

Action:  Adopted  as  amended  (17 ). 

(Amendment:  second  resolved.) 

To  Print  All  Convention  Devotions 
in  “Proceedings” 

RESOLUTION  11-18 

Whereas,  The  devotional  meditations  have  touched 
those  attending  the  convention  deeply  and  provided 
much  instruction,  encouragement,  and  inspiration;  and 

Whereas,  It  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  church 
at  large  to  have  these  available  for  the  edification  of  all 
her  members;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  all  convention  devotions  be  printed 
in  the  official  Proceedings. 

Action:  A  motion  adopted  from  the  floor  called  for 
the  printing  of  the  morning  and  evening  devotions.  At 
that  time  attention  was  called  to  this  resolution. 


12.  STEWARDSHIP  AND  FINANCE 

To  Accept  Report  of  Treasurer 
RESOLUTION  12-01 
Report  12-01  (CW,  pp.  437 — 440) 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  accept  the  report 
of  the  Synod’s  Treasurer  as  printed  on  pages  437 — 440; 
and  be  it  also 

Resolved,  That  we  express  our  appreciation  for  the 
competent  work  by  the  Treasurer’s  staff,  and  particu¬ 
larly  to  Dr.  Milton  Carpenter  for  his  services  to  the 
Synod. 

Action:  Adopted  (3). 

To  Accept  Report  of  Controller 
RESOLUTION  12-02 
Report  12-02  (CW,  pp.  441—457) 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  accept  the  very  fine 
financial  exhibits  and  schedules  of  the  Controller  as 
printed  on  pages  441—449;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  especially  take  note  of  supple¬ 
mental  schedules  reflecting  additional  financial  data 
(pp.  450 — 457);  and  be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  we  express  our  appreciation  for  the 
competent  work  of  Mr.  Raymond  C.  Rauscher,  Con¬ 
troller,  and  his  staff. 

Action:  Adopted  (3). 
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To  Urge  Expeditious  Action  to  Eliminate 
Commerce  Building  Operating  Deficit 

RESOLUTION  12-03 

Report  12-02  (CW,  p.  449,  Note  A  to  Financial  State¬ 
ments) 

Whereas,  The  Board  of  Directors  has  purchased  the 
Commerce  Building  to  provide  adequate  space  for  syn¬ 
odical  headquarters,  thus  executing  the  action  encour¬ 
aged  by  Denver  resolution  4-14;  and 

Whereas,  Financial  statements  reveal  that  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  Commerce  Building  has  resulted  in  an 
operating  deficit  since  acquisition;  and 

Whereas,  This  operating  deficit  is  essentially  caused 
by  the  continuing  vacancy  of  office  space  originally  in¬ 
tended  for  synodical  boards  or  agencies;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  be  encouraged 
to  continue  its  efforts  to  consolidate  the  staffs  of  all 
divisions,  boards,  and  commissions  in  the  Commerce 
and/or  Lutheran  Buildings  as  promptly  as  possible. 

Action:  Adopted  (3). 

To  Accept  the  Report  of  the  Board 
of  Managers  for  the  Concordia  Retirement 
Plan,  Survivor  Plan,  and  Welfare  Plan 

RESOLUTION  12-04 
Report  12-04  (CW,  pp.  461—466) 

Whereas,  The  report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  for 
the  Concordia  Retirement  Plan,  Concordia  Survivor 
Plan,  and  Concordia  Welfare  Plan  (CW,  pp.  461 — 466) 
demonstrates  resourcefulness  and  good  management  in 
carrying  out  the  objectives  of  these  plans;  therefore 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
be  accepted  as  submitted  in  its  entirety;  and  be  it  also 

Resolved,  That  the  convention  express  its  gratitude 
to  Dr.  Robert  H.  Mugge,  Mr.  Herbert  W.  Schuppan,  and 
Dr.  Robert  V.  Schnabel,  who  are  completing  their  terms 
of  service  as  members  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

Action:  Adopted  (3). 

To  Approve  Report 

of  The  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri  Synod 
Foundation 

RESOLUTION  12-05 
Report  12-24  U  (TB,  pp.  33—34) 

Whereas,  The  report  of  The  Lutheran  Church  — 
Missouri  Synod  Foundation  provides  a  valuable  source 
of  information  regarding  its  purpose,  program,  and  ser¬ 
vices;  and 

Whereas,  This  purpose,  program,  and  service  renders 
a  valuable  contribution  to  the  church;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  foundation  be  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  convention;  and  be  it  also 


Resolved,  That  all  Districts,  seminaries,  colleges, 
boards,  commissions,  agencies,  and  entities  of  The 
Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri  Synod  be  encouraged  to 
become  acquainted  with  and  make  use  of  the  program 
and  services  of  The  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri  Synod 
Foundation. 

Action:  Adopted  (6). 

To  Reorganize  Stewardship  Department 

RESOLUTION  12-06 

Action:  Withdrawn  hy  Committee  and  replaced  with 
Resolution  12-16. 

To  be  Conscious  of  God-pleasing 
Stewardship  in  Raising  Funds 

RESOLUTION  12-07 
Overture  12-07  (CW,  pp.  470—471) 

Whereas,  The  English  District  has  established  the 
point  of  concern  for  true  Christian  stewardship  to  be 
continued;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod,  through  its  Stewardship 
Department,  continue  to  be  truly  conscious  of  the  place 
a  God-pleasing  stewardship  plays  in  the  raising  of 
funds  for  the  Lord’s  work. 

Action:  Adopted  (6). 

To  Make  Concordia  Plans  Available 
to  Pastors  and  Lay  Workers  Serving 
in  Canada 

RESOLUTION  12-08 
Overture  12-11  (CW,  p.  471) 

Whereas,  The  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Concordia 
Plans  is  attempting  to  bring  the  provisions  of  the  plans 
to  conform  to  the  regulations  of  the  Canadian  govern¬ 
ment;  and 

Whereas,  It  is  hoped  this  might  be  accomplished  by 
January  1,  1972;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  encourage  the  Board  of  Managers 
to  continue  their  efforts  to  make  these  plans  available 
to  our  workers  in  Canada. 

Action:  Adopted  (6). 

To  Decline  the  Overture  to  Reconsider 
Provisions  of  Pension  Plan 
and  Concordia  Retirement  Plan 

RESOLUTION  12-09 
Overture  12-14  (CW,  p.  472) 

Whereas,  Both  the  Pension  Plan  for  Pastors  and 
Teachers  and  the  Concordia  Retirement  Plan  already 
provide  what  the  overture  requests;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  overture  be  declined. 

Action:  Adopted  (6). 
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To  Decline  Overture  to  Make  Retirement 
and  Survivor  Benefits  More  Equitable 
RESOLUTION  12-10 
Overture  12-15  (CIV,  pp.  472—473) 

Whereas,  It  would  be  impossible  to  equalize  the 
benefits  paid  under  the  Concordia  Retirement  and  Sur¬ 
vivor  Plans  for  the  reasons  that  it  would  be  necessary 
to  make  any  provisions  of  this  nature  applicable  to 
both  lay  workers  and  ministers  alike  to  avoid  dis¬ 
crimination  under  federal  requirements  and  it  would 
price  the  plans  out  of  the  reach  of  some  congregations; 
and 

Whereas,  It  has  been  determined  that  the  benefits 
of  the  Concordia  Survivor  Plan  are  in  excess  of  sur¬ 
vivor  benefits  available  to  workers  in  other  fields  of 
endeavor;  and 

Whereas,  Increased  benefits  in  the  Concordia  Sur¬ 
vivor  Plan  would  increase  the  contribution  rate;  there¬ 
fore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  overture  be  declined. 

Action:  Adopted  (6). 

To  Exercise  Christian  Judgment 
in  Investment  Policies 
RESOLUTION  12-11 
Overture  12-16  (CW,  p.  473) 

Whereas,  The  trustees  of  the  several  funds  of  the 
Synod  and  synodical  agencies  are  dedicated  Christian 
stewards  who  are  mindful  of  the  God-pleasing  example 
which  must  be  set  by  the  investment  policies  which 
they  follow;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  they  be  encouraged  to  continue  their 
exercise  of  good  Christian  judgment. 

Action:  Adopted  (6). 

To  Continue  Policy  re  Financial  Statements 
RESOLUTION  12-12 
Overture  12-19  (CW,  p.  473) 

Whereas,  The  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri  Synod 
presently  prints  an  annual  statement  in  its  official  pub¬ 
lication,  the  Lutheran  Witness  Reporter;  and 

Whereas,  The  details  presented  in  this  report  are 
considerably  greater  than  is  common  in  philanthropic 
and  corporate  reportings;  and 

Whereas,  Interim  financial  reports  are  also  made 
available  as  news  releases  to  the  Lutheran  Witness 
Reporter  throughout  the  year;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved ,  That  we  recognize  the  concerns  of  this 
overture  as  being  adequately  met. 

Action:  Adopted  (9). 


To  Recognize  Centennial  of  School 
for  Deaf,  Detroit 
RESOLUTION  12-13 

Overtures  12-20,  12-21,  12-22  (CIV,  pp.  473—474) 

Whereas,  The  Lutheran  School  for  the  Deaf  in  De¬ 
troit  will  on  March  11,  1973,  observe  100  years  of  ser¬ 
vice  to  deaf  children  from  all  parts  of  the  United  States 
and  Canada  by  providing  them  with  a  knowledge  of 
Lutheran  doctrine  and  thus  to  equip  them  for  a  Chris¬ 
tian  life,  and  at  the  same  time  has  given  impetus  to  a 
worldwide  mission  to  the  deaf;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  The  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri 
Synod  give  thanks  to  God  for  the  100  years  of  service 
provided  by  the  Lutheran  School  for  the  Deaf  in  De¬ 
troit;  and  be  it  also 

Resolved,  That  the  necessary  organization  and  pro¬ 
motional  effort,  and  the  thankoffering,  be  completed  in 
accordance  with  the  schedule  approved  by  the  Board 
of  Directors. 

Action:  Adopted  (6). 

To  Accept  Report  of  Stewardship  Department 
RESOLUTION  12-14 
Report  12-03  (CIV,  pp.  457—461) 

Whereas,  The  report  of  the  Stewardship  Department 
provides  a  valuable  source  of  information  and  a  careful 
analysis  of  such  subjects  as  “Our  Record  in  Missions” 
and  “Trends  and  Challenges  of  Today”;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  commend  the  Board  of  Steward¬ 
ship  and  the  stewardship  staff  and  accept  their  report 
with  thanks. 

Action:  Adopted  (6). 

To  Accept  Report  of  Board 
of  Pensions  and  Support 
RESOLUTION  12-15 
Report  12-05  (CIV,  pp.  466—468) 

Whereas,  The  report  of  the  Board  of  Pensions  and 
Support  (CW,  pp.  466 — 468)  demonstrates  resourceful¬ 
ness  and  good  management  in  carrying  out  the  objec¬ 
tives  of  the  Pension  Plan;  and 

Whereas,  Continuing  efforts  are  being  made  to  im¬ 
prove  the  benefits  being  paid  (note  the  recent  increases 
in  minimum  monthly  payments  from  $165  to  $175  with¬ 
out  additional  cost  to  the  Synod) ;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Pensions 
and  Support  be  accepted  as  submitted;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  commend  the  board  for  faithful 
and  dedicated  service  in  the  management  of  this  fund; 
and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  plan  to  merge  the  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions  and  Support  and  the  Board  of  Managers  —  Concor- 
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dia  Plans  as  previously  approved  by  the  Board  of 
Directors  and  outlined  in  the  report  be  adopted;  and 
be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  with  the  approval  of  the  Commission 
on  Constitutional  Matters  the  present  Section  X  of  the 
Synod’s  Handbook  be  replaced  by  the  following: 

A.  WORKER  BENEFITS  PLANS 

10.01  Pension  Plan  for  Pastors  and  Teachers 

The  Pension  Plan  for  Pastors  and  Teachers  is 
the  pension  plan  established  by  the  Synod  as  of 
October  1,  1937,  as  heretofore  or  hereafter  amended, 
including  the  Special  Rules  for  Workers  in  Canada 
forming  a  part  thereof.  The  text  of  the  plan,  as 
amended  from  time  to  time,  shall  be  published  in 
booklet  form  under  the  supervision  of  Board  of 
Managers  —  Pensions  and  Support. 

10.03  Concordia  Retirement  Plan 

The  “Concordia  Retirement  Plan  for  Ministers 
of  Religion  and  Lay  Workers  of  The  Lutheran 
Church  —  Missouri  Synod,  Its  Member  Congrega¬ 
tions,  Controlled  Organizations,  and  Affiliated  Agen¬ 
cies”  is  the  retirement  plan  adopted  by  the  Board 
of  Directors  pursuant  to  Resolution  10-02  of  the 
45th  convention  of  the  Synod,  as  such  plan  has  been 
heretofore  or  may  hereafter  be  amended  by  the 
Board  of  Directors.  The  text  of  the  plan,  as 
amended  from  time  to  time,  shall  be  published  in 
booklet  form  under  the  supervision  of  the  Board 
of  Managers  of  the  Concordia  Retirement  Plan. 

10.05  Concordia  Welfare  Plan 

The  “Concordia  Welfare  Plan  for  Ministers  of 
Religion  and  Lay  Workers  of  The  Lutheran  Church 
—  Missouri  Synod,  Its  Member  Congregations,  Con- 


for  the  Pension  Plan  for  Pastors  and  Teachers  to 
include  workers  in  Canada,  the  Board  of  Directors 
shall  have  authority  to  adopt  an  entirely  separate 
pension  plan  for  workers  in  Canada,  with  such  pro¬ 
visions  and  benefits  as  the  Board  of  Directors  in  its 
discretion  shall  deem  appropriate  or  desirable  in 
the  light  of  applicable  laws  and  the  best  interests 
of  workers  in  Canada. 

b.  If  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  adopt  such 
a  new  plan,  it  may  direct  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Synod  (or  the  trustee  or  trustees  then  holding  the 
assets  funding  the  benefits  of  Canadian  workers) 
to  cause  to  be  transferred  to  such  new  plan  assets 
held  under  the  Pension  Plan  for  Pastors  and  Teach¬ 
ers  in  an  amount  equal  to  the  aggregate  value  of  the 
individual  accounts  of  those  workers  in  Canada 
as  will  thereafter  be  participating  in  such  new  plan; 
provided,  however,  that  the  Board  of  Directors  shall 
not  direct  the  transfer  of  assets  from  the  Pension 
Plan  for  Pastors  and  Teachers  to  such  new  plan 
unless  a  competent  actuary  shall  certify  to  the 
Board  of  Directors  that  after  such  transfer  the  bene¬ 
fits  of  any  worker  whose  account  shall  be  trans¬ 
ferred  shall  not  be  less  than  the  actuarial  equivalent 
of  the  accrued  benefit  of  the  worker  under  the 
Pension  Plan  for  Pastors  and  Teachers  at  the  time 
of  the  transfer,  and  unless  the  worker’s  personal 
accumulation  in  the  Pension  Plan  for  Pastors  and 
Teachers  as  of  the  time  of  transfer  shall  be  subject 
to  terms  no  less  favorable  to  the  worker  than  the 
provisions  of  the  Pension  Plan  for  Pastors  and 
Teachers.  With  the  consent  of  the  worker  involved, 
the  Board  of  Directors  may  order  such  transfer  of 
assets  to  the  new  plan  without  regard  to  the  fore¬ 
going  restrictions.  Any  worker  whose  account  shall 
be  transferred  from  the  Pension  Plan  for  Pastors 
and  Teachers  to  such  new  plan  shall  after  such 
transfer  look  solely  to  the  fund  held  under  such 
new  plan  for  the  satisfaction  of  his  pension  benefits. 


trolled  Organizations,  and  Affiliated  Agencies”  is 
the  welfare  plan  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Directors 
pursuant  to  Resolution  10-02  of  the  45tb  convention 
of  the  Synod,  as  such  plan  has  been  heretofore  or 
may  hereafter  be  amended  by  the  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors.  The  text  of  the  clan,  as  amended  from  time 
to  time,  shall  be  published  in  booklet  form  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the 
Concordia  Welfare  Plan. 

10.07  Concordia  Survivor  Plan 

The  “Concordia  Survivor  Plan”  is  the  plan 
adopted  by  the  Board  of  Directors  in  accord  with 
directives  adopted  at  a  prior  convention  of  the 
Synod  (Resolution  10-02  of  the  45th  convention) 
to  provide  for  surviving  widows  and  children  those 
benefits  previously  provided  under  the  Concordia 
Retirement  Plan.  The  text  of  the  plan,  as  amended 
from  time  to  time,  shall  be  published  in  booklet 
form  under  the  supervision  of  the  Board  of  Man¬ 
agers  of  the  Concordia  Retirement  Plan. 

10.09  Supplemental  Benefits 

The  Synod  shall  supplement  the  benefits  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  Pension  Plan  for  Pastors  and  Teachers. 
The  nature,  extent,  conditions  and  limitation  of 
such  supplemental  benefits  shall  be  those  which 
were  set  forth  in  Section  10.47  of  the  1966  edition 
of  the  Handbook,  subject,  however,  to  amendment, 
modification,  or  change  in  the  same  manner  as  is 
provided  with  respect  to  the  Pension  Plan  for  Pas¬ 
tors  and  Teachers.  Such  supplemental  benefits  shall 
be  administered  by  the  Board  of  Managers  —  Pen¬ 
sions  and  Support.  The  provisions  pertaining 
thereto  shall  be  published  in  the  booklet  setting 
forth  the  text  of  the  Pension  Plan  for  Pastors  and 
Teachers. 

10.11  Special  Plan  for  Workers  in  Canada 

a.  If  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  at  any  time 
be  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  impractical  by  reason 
of  the  complexities  of  applicable  laws,  or  otherwise, 


10.13  Change  or  Termination  of  the  Plans 

a.  The  Pension  Plan  for  Pastors  and  Teachers 
may  be  amended,  modified,  or  changed  in  whole 
or  in  part,  from  time  to  time  by  the  Board  of  Man¬ 
agers —  Pensions  and  Support  with  the  approval  of 
the  Board  of  Directors,  and  shall  be  amended,  modi¬ 
fied,  or  changed  pursuant  to  resolution  of  the  Synod 
in  convention. 

b.  The  adoption  of  the  Concordia  Retirement, 
Survivor,  and  Welfare  Plans  was  authorized  with 
the  intention  that  they  will  be  continued  indefinitely 
for  the  benefit  of  present  and  future  eligible  work¬ 
ers  of  the  Synod  and  the  other  employers  partici¬ 
pating  therein.  However,  the  Board  of  Directors 
shall  have  the  right  to  amend,  change,  or  modify 
any  such  plan  retroactively  or  prospectively,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  from  time  to  time,  including 
changes  in  the  benefits;  provided  that  no  amend¬ 
ment,  change,  or  modification  of  any  plan  shall 
(a)  cause  or  permit  any  part  of  the  corpus  or  in¬ 
come  of  the  trust  forming  a  part  thereof  to  be 
diverted  to  purposes  other  than  for  the  exclusive 
benefit  of  members  and  their  dependents,  (b)  cause 
or  permit  any  portion  of  the  assets  of  the  trust 
under  such  plan  to  revert  to,  or  to  become  the 
property  of,  the  Synod  or  any  other  employer  par¬ 
ticipating  therein,  or  (c)  in  the  case  of  the  Concor¬ 
dia  Retirement  Plan,  have  the  effect  of  divesting 
a  member  of  a  vested  benefit  thereunder.  Notwith¬ 
standing  any  of  the  foregoing  limitations,  any 
change,  modification,  or  amendment  may  be  made 
in  any  plan,  without  limitation,  if  required  to  qual¬ 
ify,  or  to  maintain  the  qualified  status  of,  the  plan 
and  the  trust  forming  part  thereof  under  the  rele¬ 
vant  provisions  of  the  Internal  Revenue  Code.  The 
right  is  reserved  in  the  Synod  in  convention  to 
terminate  the  plans  or  to  authorize  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Synod  to  terminate  the  plans. 
Should  any  of  the  plans  be  terminated  by  the 
Synod  in  convention  or  by  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Synod  following  appropriate  action  by  the 
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Synod  in  convention,  such  termination  or  termina¬ 
tions  shall  become  effective  upon  receipt  by  the 
Board  of  Managers  of  written  notice  of  such  ter¬ 
mination  or  terminations  executed  by  the  President 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Synod  or  on  the  date 
specified  in  any  such  written  notice.  The  Board  of 
Managers  shall  thereafter  dispose  of  the  funds  held 
under  the  plan  so  terminated  in  the  manner  pro¬ 
vided  in  such  plan. 

B.  BOARD  OF  MANAGERS 
10.15  Functions  of  the  Board  of  Managers 

The  Board  of  Managers  shall  administer  the 
Concordia  Retirement  Plan,  the  Concordia  Welfare 
Plan,  the  Concordia  Survivor  Plan,  together  with 
any  trust  funds  under  each  such  plan.  The  Board 
of  Managers  shall  also  administer  the  Pension  Plan 
for  Pastors  and  Teachers  subject  to  the  following: 

—  The  Treasurer  of  the  Synod  shall  be  the  trea¬ 
surer  and  custodian  of  the  assets  held  under 
the  plan,  but  disbursements  for  other  than 
investment  purposes  shall  be  made  only  on 
order  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

—  The  Board  of  Trustees  for  Trust  Funds  shall 
have  the  responsibility  of  investing  the  assets 
held  under  the  plan  and  shall  make  such  in¬ 
vestments  in  accordance  with  the  Synod’s 
rules  governing  the  investment  of  trust  funds. 

When  the  Board  of  Managers  is  carrying  out  its 
functions  with  respect  to  any  such  separate  plan, 
it  may  be  designated  as  the  Board  of  Managers  of 
such  separate  plan;  and  when  it  is  carrying  out  its 
functions  generally,  it  may  be  designated  as  the 
“Board  of  Managers  of  Worker  Benefits  Plans  of 
The  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri  Synod.” 

10.17  Powers  and  Duties  of  the  Board 

The  Board  of  Managers  shall  have  all  general 
and  incidental  powers  and  duties  appropriate  for  the 
performance  of  such  functions,  including,  but  not 
limited  to,  the  powers  and  duties  set  forth  in  the 
respective  plans,  as  amended  from  time  to  time. 
The  Board  of  Managers  shall  not,  however,  have 
the  power,  duty,  or  authority  to  add  to  or  amend 
the  provisions  of  the  plans,  which  power,  duty,  and 
authority  shall  be  vested  in  the  Board  of  Directors. 

10.19  Personnel  and  Appointment 

The  Board  of  Managers  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Synod  and  shall  be  com¬ 
posed  of  seven  persons  as  follows:  four  laymen, 
two  ministers  of  religion  from  the  roster  of  Missouri 
Synod  pastors,  and  one  minister  of  religion  from 
the  roster  of  Missouri  Synod  men  teachers. 

10.21  Term  of  Office;  Resignations;  Removal 

The  term  of  office  shall  be  4  years,  appointments 
being  made  on  a  rotation  basis.  A  member  may  be 
reappointed  to  succeed  himself  only  once.  Members 
of  the  Board  of  Managers  may  resign  upon  60  days’ 
notice  to  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Synod;  and 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Synod  may  remove 
any  member  upon  written  notice  to  him  and  to 
the  Board  of  Managers. 

C.  SUPPORT 

10.23  Persons  Eligible  for  Support 

The  following  persons  shall  be  eligible  for  sup¬ 
port: 

a.  professors,  pastors,  and  teachers  who  on  ac¬ 
count  of  old  age  or  illness  have  been  compelled  to 
resign  their  office  and  whose  pension  annuities  are 
not  sufficient  for  their  reasonable  needs; 

b.  widows  of  professors,  pastors,  and  teachers, 
and  their  children  up  to  18  years  of  age,  provided 
they  are  in  need  of  support; 

c.  servants  of  the  church  who  were  called  and 
employed  by  eleemosynary,  educational,  and  mis¬ 


sionary  organizations,  and  boards  within  the  Synod 
and  are  advisory  members  of  a  synodical  District, 
and  missionaries,  pastors,  professors,  and  teachers 
serving  the  Synod  in  home  and  foreign  countries 
and  their  dependents  or  survivors; 

d.  women  teachers  and  women  workers  other¬ 
wise  professionally  engaged  in  church  work,  in¬ 
capacitated  after  years  of  faithful  service  and  with 
no  other  means  of  support.  These  may  be  considered 
as  being  in  the  same  class  with  pastors’  and  teach¬ 
ers’  widows. 

10.25  Persons  Not  Eligible  for  Support 

a.  The  following  shall  not  be  eligible  for  support: 

1.  professors,  pastors,  and  teachers  — 

a)  who  through  illness  have  been  compelled  to 
resign  but  are  able  to  support  themselves  in 
some  other  manner; 

b)  who  have  sufficient  means  so  that  they  need 
not  be  supported  by  the  Synod;  or 

c)  who  for  sufficient  reasons  have  been  com¬ 
pelled  to  resign  or  who  without  good  reasons 
have  resigned  of  their  own  accord.  Such  cases 
shall  be  decided  by  the  board  after  it  has 
consulted  with  the  respective  synodical  of¬ 
ficers; 

2.  widows  who  have  remarried  or  who  obtained 
employment  enabling  them,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
board,  to  support  themselves. 

b.  Workers  in  the  Synod  (and  the  dependents  of 
such  workers)  eligible  to  participate  in  but  who 
did  not  participate  in  the  Pension  Plan  for  Pastors 
and  Teachers  and/or  the  Concordia  Welfare  Plan 
and  Concordia  Retirement  Plan  shall  not  be  eligible 
for  support,  except  as  the  Board  of  Pensions  and 
Support  may  in  its  discretion  otherwise  determine. 

c.  All  doubtful  cases  shall  be  decided  by  the 
Board  of  Managers  —  Pensions  and  Support,  judging 
each  case  on  its  merits  and  in  Christian  love. 

10.27  Application  for  Support 

Each  application  for  support  shall  be  addressed 
to  the  Board  of  Managers  —  Pensions  and  Support 
and  shall  before  approval  be  investigated  and  en¬ 
dorsed  by  the  subcommittee  of  the  District  in  which 
the  applicant  was  living  at  the  time  when  support 
was  applied  for.  The  board  may,  however,  ask  the 
subcommittee  of  the  District  to  which  the  applicant 
has  moved  to  process  the  application. 

D.  MISCELLANEOUS 
10.29  District  Subcommittees 

Every  District  shall  elect  or  appoint  a  subcom¬ 
mittee  of  the  Board  of  Managers  —  Pensions  and 
Support  and  fix  the  number  of  members  and  time 
of  service.  Each  District  subcommittee  shall  — - 

a.  investigate  the  applications  of  all  persons  who 
ask  for  support  and  report  its  findings  and  recom¬ 
mendations  to  the  board; 

b.  represent  the  Board  of  Managers  —  Pensions 
and  Support  in  its  District. 

10.31  Official  Lists 

The  lists  of  pastors,  teachers,  and  professors  ap¬ 
pearing  in  the  current  records  of  the  various  Dis¬ 
tricts  shall  be  the  official  lists  for  the  purpose  of 
the  Board  of  Managers  —  Pensions  and  Support. 

10.33  Lutheran  Laymen’s  League 
Endowment  Fund 

The  Lutheran  Laymen’s  League  Endowment 
Fund  was  collected  with  the  promises  that  it  is  to 
be  a  permanent  fund  and  that  the  proceeds  are  to 
be  used  for  the  care  of  our  Veterans  of  the  Cross  — 
our  incapacitated  pastors,  professors,  and  teachers  — 
and  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  pastors,  profes¬ 
sors,  and  teachers.  Therefore  the  Lutheran  Lay- 
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men’s  League  turned  this  fund  over  to  the  Synod 
under  these  two  unalterable  conditions: 

a.  The  capital  fund  may  be  increased,  but  it 
must  never  be  reduced  or  disposed  of. 

b.  The  proceeds  must  always  be  used  for  the 
care  of  our  Veterans  of  the  Cross  in  the  manner 
adopted  by  the  Synod  for  the  purpose  and  must 
not  be  used  for  any  other  purpose. 

Except  for  these  two  conditions,  the  Lutheran 
Laymen’s  League  placed  this  fund  into  the  hands 
of  the  Synod  unconditionally  and  without  stipula¬ 
tions. 

10.35  Appropriations 

a.  The  Fiscal  Review  Commission,  together  with 
the  Board  of  Directors,  shall  make  the  necessary 
appropriations  for  such  supplemental  benefits. 

b.  The  Fiscal  Review  Commission,  together  with 
the  Board  of  Directors,  shall  make  the  necessary 
appropriations  to  enable  the  Board  of  Managers  — 
Pensions  and  Support  to  discharge  its  responsibili¬ 
ties  in  the  providing  of  support. 

10.37  Interim  Provisions 

Notwithstanding  any  of  the  foregoing  provisions 
of  this  Chapter  X  to  the  contrary,  the  following 
provisions  shall  apply  until  December  31,  1972: 

a.  The  Pension  Plan  for  Pastors  and  Teachers 
shall  be  administered  by  a  Board  of  Pensions  and 
Support  which  shall  consist  of  those  persons  who 
constitute  the  Board  of  Pensions  and  Support  on 
July  31,  1971.  Vacancies  occurring  between  July  1, 
1971,  and  December  31,  1972,  shall  not  be  filled. 

b.  The  Board  of  Pensions  and  Support  shall  have 
those  duties  with  respect  to  the  Pension  Plan  for 
Pastors  and  Teachers  as  are  described  in  Section 
10.17  including  the  duty  to: 

1.  grant  support  on  recommendation  of  the  sub¬ 
committees  hereinbefore  mentioned; 

2.  report  its  decision  in  any  individual  case  to 
the  respective  District  subcommittee; 

3.  send  annually  to  the  respective  District  sub¬ 
committees  a  report  of  the  number  of  persons  cared 
for,  the  amount  of  money  expended,  and  other  rele¬ 
vant  facts. 

c.  During  1972,  management  of  the  Pension  Plan 
for  Pastors  and  Teachers  shall  be  delegated  to  a 
joint  board  comprised  of  the  Board  of  Pensions  and 
Support  and  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Concor¬ 
dia  Plans,  which  joint  board  will  perform  its  re¬ 
sponsibilities  through  the  administrator  of  the 
Board  of  Managers  of  the  Concordia  Plans. 

Action:  Adopted  (6). 

(A  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  and  to  read  this  resolu¬ 
tion  by  title  only  was  passed  by  the  necessary  %  majority.) 

To  Reorganize  Stewardship  Department 

RESOLUTION  12-16  (replaces  12-06) 

Report  12-03;  Overture  12-06  ( CW ,  pp.  457 — 461,  468 
to  470) 

Whereas,  An  extensive  study  of  the  stewardship 
task  of  the  church  has  been  undertaken  over  the  past 
five  (5)  years  by  the  Board  of  Stewardship  and  a  special 
stewardship  study  committee  of  the  Synod’s  Board  of 
Directors;  and 

Whereas,  The  Board  of  Stewardship  has  prepared  a 
comprehensive  plan  for  reorganization  (Overture  12-06) 
of  its  activities  based  on  the  extensive  study  and  ap¬ 
proved  in  principle  by  the  Synod’s  Board  of  Directors; 
therefore  be  it 


Resolved,  That  a  Division  of  Stewardship  Services 
be  established  to  include  the  Board  of  Stewardship  and 
The  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri  Synod  Foundation; 
and  be  it  also 

Resolved,  That  the  following  changes  in  the  synodical 
Bylaws  be  adopted: 

2.175  Council  of  Administrators 

(Add  the  following.) 

12.  The  chairman  of  the  Division  of  Stewardship 
Services. 

15.05  Objective  of  the  Board 

The  objective  of  the  board  shall  be  to  cultivate 
Christians  of  The  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri 
Synod  who  continue  to  grow  in  living  their  lives  as 
faithful  stewards  of  Jesus  Christ,  effectively  carry¬ 
ing  out  Christ’s  ministry  and  mission  collectively 
through  congregations,  the  Synod,  and  other  orga¬ 
nized  structures  of  the  church  and  society,  as  well 
as  in  their  day-to-day  personal  relationships. 

15.07  Functions  of  the  Board 

(Add  the  following: ) 

10.  have  the  primary  responsibility  for  correlat¬ 
ing  all  special  fund-raising  programs  designed  for 
the  support  of  the  Synod  and  its  programs; 

11.  provide  consultative  services  to  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Synod  or  of  its  Districts  for  special 
appeals  for  capital  and  operating  funds  by  various 
agencies,  auxiliaries,  and  institutions  in  keeping 
with  the  approved  policies  of  the  Synod’s  boards 
and  to  make  recommendation  to  the  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors  upon  their  request. 

12.  provide  information  and  counsel  regarding 
the  overall  synodical  program  at  the  work  program 
and  budget-setting  meetings  of  the  Synod  and  its 
Districts; 

13.  devise  and  promote  a  Synodwide  program  of 
deferred  giving  and  large  gift  solicitation  in  the 
interest  of  the  Synod’s  work  in  cooperation  with 
The  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri  Synod  Founda¬ 
tion; 

14.  devise  and  promote  synodical  projects  of  an 
ongoing  nature  which  can  be  supported  by  auxil¬ 
iaries  of  the  Synod; 

15.  coordinate  the  development  of  the  deferred 
giving  programs  of  the  synodical  institutions,  agen¬ 
cies,  and  auxiliaries,  in  cooperation  with  The  Lu¬ 
theran  Church  —  Missouri  Synod  Foundation,  but 
not  to  include  sponsor  or  similar  type  programs  of 
auxiliaries. 

Action:  Adopted  (17). 

To  Authorize  Stewardship  Conferences 
RESOLUTION  12-17 
Report  12-03  (CW,  p.  458) 

Whereas,  Recent  synodical  statistics  demonstrate 
that  there  has  been  a  decline  in  the  per-capita  giving 
for  synodical  purposes;  and 

Whereas,  The  needs  of  the  Synod’s  program,  as 
well  as  the  excitement  and  the  joy  of  sharing  in  this 
program  could  be  communicated  more  effectively  to 
the  man  in  the  pew;  and 

Whereas,  The  present  procedure  for  developing  and 
communicating  the  work  program  does  not  allow  for 
the  widest  involvement  of  the  people  of  the  church;  and 

Whereas,  A  work  program  conference  of  the  circuit 
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counselor  and  one  layman  from  each  circuit  would 
expose  a  great  number  of  local  people  to  the  insights 
and  excitement  of  personnel  from  foreign  fields,  educa¬ 
tional  institutions,  and  other  synodical  work  on  a 
person-to-person  basis;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Presidents,  in  con¬ 
sultation  with  the  Board  of  Directors,  be  empowered 
to  call  periodic  conferences  to  communicate  such  in¬ 
formation  and  enthusiasm  as  will  reflect  the  mission  of 
the  church;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  programing  and  staffing  be  pro¬ 
vided  by  synodical  and  District  stewardship  staffs;  and 
be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  the  circuit  teams  of  counselors  and 
laymen  be  charged  to  visit  each  parish  within  their 
circuits  and  report  the  response  of  their  visit  to  District 
presidents. 

Action:  Adopted  (17). 


To  Disclose  Investment  Portfolios 
RESOLUTION  12-18 
Overtures  12-17,  12-18  (CW,  p.  473) 

Whereas,  The  publication  and  the  distribution  of 
synodical  investment  portfolios  to  all  members  and  con¬ 
gregations  would  become  prohibitive  in  cost;  and 

Whereas,  Only  a  limited  number  desire  such  infor¬ 
mation;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  trustees  of  trust  funds  honor 
requests  from  legally  qualified  beneficiaries  or  employ¬ 
ers  for  a  certified  list  of  securities  as  of  the  end  of  the 
prior  fiscal  year  for  the  fund. 

Action:  Adopted  (17). 

To  Decline  Overture  Requesting  Coverage 
for  Routine  Medical  Examinations 
in  Concordia  Welfare  Plan 

RESOLUTION  12-19 
Overtures  12-08  (CW,  p.  471) 

Whereas,  The  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Concordia 
Welfare  Plan  has  studied  the  matter  of  routine  medical 
examinations,  and  did  not  include  the  same  in  the 
plan  because  the  cost-benefit  ratio  was  found  to  be 
unfavorable;  and 

Whereas,  Health  programs  such  as  the  Concordia 
Welfare  Plan  are  designed  to  give  financial  assistance 
for  therapeutic  treatment  of  illness  or  injury;  therefore 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  overture  be  declined. 

Action:  Adopted  (17). 


To  Decline  Overture  to  Open  Enrollment 
to  Welfare  Plan  for  a  Limited  Time 

RESOLUTION  12-20 
Overture  12-09  (CW,  p.  471) 

Whereas,  The  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Concordia 
Welfare  Plan  has  given  consideration  to  periods  of 
open  enrollment;  and 

Whereas,  A  worker  employed  prior  to  age  forty 
(40)  has  the  opportunity  to  enroll  under  certain  con¬ 
ditions  from  the  date  of  employment  up  to  age  forty- 
two  (42) ;  and 

Whereas,  A  worker  employed  after  age  forty  (40) 
has  a  period  of  two  (2)  years  during  which  he  can 
enroll;  and 

Whereas,  Certain  postretirement  death  benefits  re¬ 
quire  prefunding  during  the  member’s  productive  years, 
a  period  of  open  enrollment  could  result  in  inadequate 
funding  for  these  benefits;  and 

Whereas,  A  period  of  open  enrollment  would  subject 
the  plan  to  adverse  selection  by  workers  in  ill  health; 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  overture  be  declined. 

Action:  Adopted  (17). 

To  Decline  Overture  Asking  for  Vested 
Interest  in  Concordia  Retirement  Plan 

RESOLUTION  12-21 
Overture  12-10  (CW,  p.  471) 

Whereas,  The  Concordia  Retirement  Plan  provides 
limited  vesting  beginning  at  age  forty-five  with  ten 
years  of  creditable  service  and  full  vesting  at  age  fifty- 
five  regardless  of  the  years  of  creditable  service;  and 

Whereas,  The  Board  of  Managers  is  presently  study¬ 
ing  the  possibility  of  improving  the  vesting  provisions 
both  in  connection  with  qualifying  the  plan  for  workers 
in  Canada  and  the  proposed  federal  legislation  in  this 
area;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  overture  be  declined. 

Action:  Adopted  (17). 

To  Decline  Overture  to  Permit  Payment 
from  Pension  and  Retirement  Funds 
to  Resigned  Synodical  Workers 

RESOLUTION  12-22 
Overture  12-13  (CW,  p.  472) 

Whereas,  The  Board  of  Pensions  and  Support  and 
the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Concordia  Retirement 
Plan  have  thoroughly  studied  the  problems  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  Overture  12-13  (CW,  p.472)  regarding  the 
legal,  tax,  and  actuarial  effects  of  withdrawals  of  the 
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Pension  Plan  and  the  Concordia  Retirement  Plan  con¬ 
tributions;  and 

Whereas,  This  would  be  contrary  to  the  original  in¬ 
tent  of  the  plans;  and 

Whereas,  To  place  pension  funds  in  tax-sheltered 
annuity  plans  would  be  impossible  under  the  essence 
of  resolutions  previously  adopted;  and 

Whereas,  A  large  withdrawal  would  make  it  im¬ 
possible  to  set  up  programed  investments;  and 

Whereas,  These  are  group  plans  set  up  for  workers 
in  The  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri  Synod  to  accom¬ 
plish  the  greatest  good  for  the  greatest  number  of  work¬ 
ers;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved ,  That  this  overture  be  declined. 

Action:  Adopted  (17). 

To  Receive  Report  of  Board  of  Trustees 
for  Trust  Funds 
RESOLUTION  12-23 
Report  12-23  (CW,  pp.  516—517) 

Whereas,  The  Board  of  Trustees  shows  by  its  re¬ 
port  both  competence  and  diligence  in  its  responsibilities 
of  making  wise  use  of  monies  through  investments; 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  receive  the  report  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  with  thanks  and  express  its  gratitude 
to  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  others 
for  their  faithful  service  during  the  biennium. 

Action:  Adopted  (17). 

13.  NOMINATIONS 

The  report  of  the  Committee  for  Convention  Nom¬ 
inations  (see  Workbook,  pp.  475 — 479)  was  presented 
and  adopted  with  several  additions  and  changes  listed 
in  the  minutes.  Other  names  were  placed  in  nomination 
from  the  floor.  See  Minutes,  Sessions  1  and  2,  for  details. 

14.  ELECTIONS 

The  complete  results  of  the  elections  held  during  the 
convention  are  appended  to  the  Minutes. 

15.  REGISTRATION,  CREDENTIALS, 

AND  EXCUSES 

To  Seat  SELC  Delegates 
RESOLUTION  15-01 
Overture  15-01  (CW,  p.481) 

Whereas,  The  SELC  District  was  not  received  into 
the  membership  of  The  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri 


Synod  until  Jan.  1,  1971,  thus  making  it  impossible  for 
the  District  to  observe  the  procedures  outlined  in  the 
Bylaws  for  the  election  of  delegates  to  the  convention; 
and 

Whereas,  The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  SELC  Dis¬ 
trict  appointed  delegates  to  represent  the  congregations 
of  the  District  in  line  with  the  Bylaw  requirements  re¬ 
garding  size  and  number  of  electoral  circuits;  and 

Whereas,  The  Commission  on  Constitutional  Matters 
has  approved  this  procedure  as  a  feasible  way  of  meet¬ 
ing  what  would  otherwise  be  an  impossible  situation; 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  appointed  by  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  SELC  District  be  seated  at  the  1971 
convention  of  The  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri  Synod 
as  fully  recognized  voting  and  advisory  delegates. 

Action:  Adopted  (1). 

To  Grant  Floor-Speaking  Privileges 
to  Youth  Representatives 

RESOLUTION  15-02 

Whereas,  The  Districts  have  sent  official  youth  rep¬ 
resentatives  to  the  convention  according  to  section  1.65 
of  the  synodical  Handbook,  and  the  synodical  schools 
on  invitation  have  sent  youth  representatives  to  this 
convention;  and 

Whereas,  It  is  rather  cumbersome  for  the  youth 
representatives  to  obtain  permission  through  floor  com¬ 
mittees  to  speak  to  the  convention;  and 

Whereas,  The  church  needs  to  hear  the  youth  on 
the  concerns  before  the  church;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  grant  the  privilege 
of  speaking  from  the  floor  to  the  accredited  youth  rep¬ 
resentatives;  and  be  it  also 

Resolved,  That  the  matter  of  speaking  at  future  con¬ 
ventions  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Directors  for  re¬ 
ferral  to  any  committees  appointed  to  study  this  and 
related  matters. 

Action:  Adopted  (1). 

REPORT  15-03 

Committee  on  Registrations,  Credentials,  and  Excuses 

Committee  15  is  happy  to  report  that  a  total  of  1,020 
voting  delegates  (514  pastors  and  506  laymen)  were 
present  at  this  historic  convention  in  Milwaukee,  Wis¬ 
consin.  In  addition  there  were  also  546  advisory  dele¬ 
gates,  thus  making  a  total  convention  membership  of 
1,566. 

At  this  convention  there  were  also  48  youth  repre¬ 
sentatives  sent  by  the  District  and  14  student  represen¬ 
tatives  from  our  synodical  schools,  417  visitors,  and  206 
in  other  categories,  for  a  total  registration  of  2,251. 

No  voting  pastoral  delegates  and  only  4  lay  delegates 
were  absent.  For  these  no  excuses  were  received.  Ex¬ 
cuses  were  received  for  three  advisory  delegates  who 
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were  unable  to  attend  the  convention  due  to  illness;  two 
were  not  excused. 

Your  committee  wishes  to  pay  special  tribute  to  the 
local  registration  committee  under  the  chairmanship  of 
Mr.  Herbert  Koepke,  assisted  by  Mrs.  Anita  Schu¬ 
macher,  Messrs.  Ernest  Berger  and  Elmer  Koepke,  and 
some  40  volunteers  for  many  long  hours  of  hard  work, 
for  their  devotion  to  their  Lord,  their  helpfulness  to  the 
committee,  and  their  graciousness  to  all  of  you.  We 
wish  to  commend  also  Dr.  Herbert  Mueller,  Secretary  of 
the  Synod,  for  his  kindness  and  technical  help. 

(The  above  report  contains  the  corrected  figures  produced 
by  the  postconvention  audit  of  the  registration  records.) 


16.  WORK  PROGRAM  REVIEW 


Committee  Report  on  1972  and  1973 
Work  Programs 


In  accordance  with  the  budgeting  procedure  outlined 
in  the  synodical  Handbook  (9.01,  p.  165),  the  Work  Pro¬ 
gram  Review  Committee  has  made  a  detailed  study  of 
the  1972  and  1973  work  programs  as  prepared  by  the 
Council  of  Administrators.  Recommendations  of  the 
synodical  Board  of  Directors  were  considered  by  the 
committee. 

The  committee  met  with  the  chairman  of  the  Council 
of  Administrators,  the  Stewardship  Counselor,  and  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  synodical  divisions  and  other  agencies 
requiring  considerable  funding  in  the  synodical  budget. 

The  floor  committee  will  recommend  to  the  conven¬ 
tion  a  1972  work  program  in  the  amount  of  $28,525,000 
and  a  1973  work  program  of  $30,025,000.  The  1972  total 
represents  an  increase  of  5.5%  over  the  1971  adopted 
budget  of  $27,023,800.  The  1973  total  represents  an  in¬ 
crease  of  5.2%  over  the  recommended  1972  work  pro¬ 
gram.  In  reality,  these  amounts  represent  little  more 
than  a  holding  operation,  since  costs  have  been  increas¬ 
ing  at  approximately  this  rate. 

The  convention  should  know  that  anticipated  income, 
according  to  projections  prepared  by  the  Stewardship 
Department,  totals  $27,030,000  for  1972  and  $28,002,500 
for  1973.  Nevertheless,  the  floor  committee  believes  that 
the  proposed  work  programs  are  well  within  the  ca¬ 
pabilities  of  our  church  if  the  facts  are  effectively  com¬ 
municated  to  our  congregations. 

It  is  the  understanding  of  the  committee  that  the 
work  programs  are  not  firm  commitments  to  spend  the 
amounts  included.  The  spending  budgets  are  set  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  when  pledges  have  been  received 
from  the  Districts  and  in  accordance  with  anticipated 
income. 

SCHEDULE  A 


Proposed  Work  Programs  for  1972  and  1973 


1971 

Budget 

Missions  and  Special 


Ministries  _ _ . ...  $10,367,800 

Higher  Education  .  9,383,000 

Communications  _  1,121,400 


1972 

Work 

Program 

$10,921,400 

9,659,000 

1,166,800 


1973 

Work 

Program 

$11,448,500 

10,280,300 

1,241,900 


Parish  Services  . 

Theology  and  Church 

1,123,600 

1,117,100 

1,198,900 

Relations  . 

117,100 

117,900 

125,500 

Church  Government  .... 

66,000 

78,700 

99,900 

Finance  _ _ 

472,000 

504,500 

523,700 

General  Staff  Services 

2,493,700 

2,524,100 

2,536,700 

General  Administration 
Interchurch  Coopera- 

334,900 

296,400 

365,500 

tive  Work  . . 

Grants  and  Special 

779,850 

813,200 

867,100 

Endeavors  . . 

44,100 

45,900 

48,800 

Debt  Retirement . . 

650,000 

1,150,000 

1,150,000 

Contingency  Reserve 

70,350 

130,000 

138,200 

Total  ... . 

$27,023,800 

$28,525,000 

$30,025,000 

SCHEDULE  B 

Income  Projections 

District  Pledges  _ _ 

$23,800,000 

$24,375,000 

$25,447,500 

Other  Income  . . 

3,223,800 

2,655,000 

2,555,000 

Total  _ _ _ 

$27,023,800 

$27,030,000 

$28,002,500 

To  Adopt  1972  and  1973  Work  Programs 

RESOLUTION  16-01 

Whereas,  The  1972  and  1973  work  programs  pre¬ 
pared  by  the  Council  of  Administrators  represent  gen¬ 
uine  needs  for  funding  the  work  of  the  Synod;  and 

Whereas,  There  are  genuine  opportunities  for  ex¬ 
panding  the  Synod’s  work;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  adopt  a  1972  work  program 
in  the  amount  of  $28,525,000;  and  be  it  also 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  adopt  a  1973  work  program 
in  the  amount  of  $30,025,000. 

Action:  Adopted  (17). 

(In  Session  17  the  convention  declined  an  amendment 
offered  in  Session  14:  “that  wherever  possible  debt  retire¬ 
ment  payments  be  made  only  after  full  1971  and  1972  Work 
Program  commitments  have  been  made  to  Missions  and 
Special  Ministries,  Higher  Education,  Communications,  and 
Parish  Services.”) 

To  Provide  Funds  for  the  1972  and  1973 
Work  Programs 

RESOLUTION  16-02 

Whereas,  The  adoption  of  work  programs  in  amounts 
that  are  in  excess  of  anticipated  income  requires  the 
implementation  of  plans  for  generating  the  additional 
needed  funds;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Synod 
endorse  and  give  support  to  the  efforts  of  the  synodical 
and  District  stewardship  departments  to  secure  funds 
for  the  implementation  of  the  1972  and  1973  work  pro¬ 
grams  (Handbook,  9.15  b);  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  District  boards  of  directors  shall  be 
responsible  for  considering  the  increased  amounts  re¬ 
quired  for  the  Synod’s  program  when  establishing  Dis¬ 
trict  pledges  to  the  Synod  for  1972  and  1973;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  the  appropriate  District  boards  de¬ 
velop  special  plans  to  present  the  challenges  of  the  1972 
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and  1973  work  programs  to  all  congregations;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  all  congregations  be  encouraged  to 
make  generous  pledges  for  the  work  of  the  Synod  and 
Districts,  using  a  2: 1  ratio  as  a  guideline  in  distributing 
funds  for  the  local  programs  and  for  the  program  of  the 
Synod  and  District;  and  be  it  finally 

Resolved,  That  convention  delegates  include  the 
challenges  of  the  1972  and  1973  work  programs  in  their 
reports  to  congregations. 

Action:  Adopted  (17). 

To  Commend  the  Lutheran  Women’s 
Missionary  League 

RESOLUTION  16-03 

Whereas,  The  Lutheran  Women’s  Missionary  League 
has  given  generous  financial  support  to  the  mission  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  Synod;  therefore  be  it 


Resolved,  That  the  convention  commend  the  Lu¬ 
theran  Women’s  Missionary  League  and  encourage  the 
league  to  continue  its  support  of  the  mission  program 
of  the  Synod. 

Action:  Adopted  (17). 

To  Commend  the  Lutheran  Laymen’s  League 

RESOLUTION  16-04 

Whereas,  The  Lutheran  Laymen’s  League  has  given 
generous  financial  support  to  the  television  work  of  the 
Synod;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  convention  commend  the  Lu¬ 
theran  Laymen’s  League  and  encourage  the  league  to 
continue  its  support  of  this  work,  giving  special  con¬ 
sideration  to  the  opportunities  in  overseas  television. 

Action:  Adopted  (17). 


LATE  REPORTS  AND  OVERTURES 

(Bylaw 

To  Transfer  Grace  Congregation, 

Pine  Bluffs,  Wyo.,  and  Zion  Congregation, 
Grover,  Colo.,  to  Wyoming  District 

Overture  4-93U 

We,  Grace  English  Lutheran  Church,  Pine  Bluffs, 
Wyoming,  and  Zion  Lutheran  Church,  Grover,  Colo¬ 
rado,  herewith  make  formal  request  to  be  peacefully 
released  from  the  Colorado  District  of  The  Lutheran 
Church  —  Missouri  Synod  so  that  we  may  join  the 
Wyoming  District.  Gene  R.  Richter,  Pastor 

Whereas,  The  Synod  has  authorized  the  organization 
of  the  Wyoming  District,  comprising  all  of  the  state  of 
Wyoming  and  the  panhandle  of  western  Nebraska;  and 

Whereas,  Grace  Lutheran  Church  of  Pine  Bluffs, 
Wyoming,  is  located  in  the  corner  of  southeastern 
Wyoming,  two  miles  from  the  Nebraska  border  and 
40  miles  east  of  Cheyenne,  Wyoming;  and 

Whereas,  The  members  of  Zion  Lutheran  Church, 
Grover,  Colorado,  live  closer  to  some  of  the  congrega¬ 
tions  in  the  western  panhandle  of  Nebraska  than  to 
any  of  the  congregations  of  the  Northern  Circuit  of  the 
Colorado  District,  to  which  they  now  belong;  and 

Whereas,  The  Men’s  Club  of  Grace  Lutheran  Church, 
Pine  Bluffs,  has  for  years  been  a  member  of  the  Wyom¬ 
ing  District  of  the  Lutheran  Laymen’s  League,  and  the 
Ladies  Aid  Society  has  been  a  member  of  the  Southern 
Nebraska  District  of  the  Lutheran  Women’s  Missionary 
League;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  request  of  Grace  Lutheran 
Church,  Pine  Bluffs,  Wyoming,  and  Zion  Lutheran 
Church,  Grover,  Colorado,  to  be  transferred  from  the 
Colorado  District  to  the  Wyoming  District  be  approved 
by  the  Milwaukee  convention  of  the  Synod. 

Colorado  District 
Waldemar  E.  Meyer,  President 
Ralph  A.  Phipps,  Secretary 

Report  of  the  Lutheran  Church  — 
Missouri  Synod  Foundation 

Report  12-24U 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  The  Lutheran  Church  — 
Missouri  Synod  Foundation  herewith  presents  its  fifth 
convention  report  to  the  membership  of  our  church. 

This  represents  an  abbreviated  or  summary  report. 
With  the  procurement  of  a  new  auditing  firm  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Synod,  a  greater  amount  of 
time  than  usual  was  necessarily  spent  in  auditing  the 
foundation’s  accounts.  The  delay  in  receiving  the  finan¬ 
cial  data  prevented  us  from  submitting  the  full  report 
for  inclusion  in  the  Convention  Workbook  before  the 
deadline  date.  The  full  report,  as  documentation  of 
this  brief  report,  is  available  to  the  floor  committees. 


ACCEPTED  FOR  CONSIDERATION 

1.27  b) 

Aware  that  our  church  could  be  more  effective  in 
its  all-important  mission  and  move  forward  more  vig¬ 
orously  if  it  had  a  sizable  and  dependable  source  of 
“beyond  budget”  income,  the  foundation  was  established 
in  1959  as  an  agency  through  which  the  members  of 
our  church  and  their  friends  might  give  additional 
financial  support  to  the  missionary  and  educational 
activities  of  our  church  as  well  as  to  other  organizations, 
agencies,  and  projects  operating  within  it. 

As  you  know,  the  primary  support  of  The  Lutheran 
Church  —  Missouri  Synod  is  the  periodic  giving  of  our 
people  through  their  local  congregation.  However,  if 
present  signs  are  any  indication,  it  is  going  to  take 
more  than  the  Sunday-for-Sunday  giving,  invariably 
from  current  income,  on  the  part  of  our  dedicated 
Christians.  To  meet  the  ever-increasing  challenges  of 
the  Gospel,  it  is  going  to  take  gifts  from  the  accumulated 
resources  of  our  people.  Thus  the  foundation  is  con¬ 
cerned  not  only  with  the  Christian’s  stewardship  of 
income,  but  especially  with  his  stewardship  of  capita'. 
The  foundation  encourages  people  to  put  such  wealth 
to  work  permanently  in  behalf  of  the  church  by  in¬ 
cluding  the  foundation  in  their  plans  for  both  immediate 
and  deferred  gifts. 

Areas  of  Activity 

To  carry  out  its  objectives  the  foundation  solicits 
outright  gifts  of  cash,  securities,  and  real  property,  it 
encourages  bequests,  it  writes  various  types  of  life 
income  agreements,  such  as  the  gift  annuity,  annuity 
trust,  unitrust,  pooled  trust,  life  reserved.  Gifts  to  the 
foundation  may  be  either  undesignated,  thus  going  to 
the  foundation  itself  for  later  distribution  where  the 
needs  are  considered  greatest,  or  designated  to  some 
specific  cause  within  our  church  or  its  agencies. 

The  Economy  of  Giving 

The  foundation  believes  that  the  primary  motiva¬ 
tion  for  giving  to  the  church  is  the  desire  to  further 
the  cause  of  Christ.  Yet  every  prudent  steward  of  the 
resources  which  God  has  entrusted  to  him  recognizes 
that  making  a  gift  involves  possible  tax  savings  such 
as  federal  and  state  income  tax,  estate  tax,  inheritance 
and  gift  tax. 

Trustees  and  Officers 

Gifts  to  the  foundation  are  managed,  administered, 
and  disbursed  by  its  Board  of  Trustees,  consisting  of 
21  members,  who  are  elected  by  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Synod. 

Steady  Growth 

In  gratitude  to  almighty  God,  the  foundation’s  Board 
of  Trustees  is  happy  to  report  a  steady  growth  of  the 
foundation  from  its  inception  to  the  present.  As  of 
January  31,  1971,  it  distributed  to  the  Synod  in  the 
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form  of  designated  gifts  the  sum  of  $680,000.  Of  this 
sum  $27,000  was  distributed  this  past  fiscal  year.  Fur¬ 
thermore  during  the  past  11  years  of  its  existence  it 
distributed  $322,000  to  various  auxiliary  agencies  of 
the  Synod,  $40,000  of  it  during  1970. 

The  foundation  as  of  January  31,  1971,  had  assets  of 
approximately  $4,800,000,  consisting  of  working  capital 
of  $315,000,  gift  annuity  fund  of  $1,886,000,  life  income 
fund  of  $1,609,000,  and  endowment  fund  of  $668,000. 
Most  of  these  assets  are  in  effect  held  in  trust,  not  only 
for  the  benefit  of  the  donors  but  also  for  the  Synod 
and  its  various  affiliated  agencies.  Undistributed  and 
unmatured  gifts  plus  miscellaneous  agency  funds 
amount  to  $322,000. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  is  happy  to  state  that,  begin¬ 
ning  with  the  fiscal  year  1968,  the  foundation  became 
completely  self-supporting  and  hence  is  not  included 
in  the  synodical  budget. 

Fiscal  year  1969  proved  to  be  the  best  year  in  the 
foundation’s  brief  history.  Total  gifts  (all  types) 
amounted  to  $1,264,944. 

There  followed  the  Tax  Reform  Act  of  1969.  This 
brought  about  new  vehicles  for  giving,  such  as  the 
annuity  trust  and  the  unitrust.  U.  S.  Treasury  regula¬ 
tions  were  slow  in  coming,  creating  a  period  of  wait 
and  hold.  Furthermore,  this  act  necessitated  changed 
office  procedures  and  often  revisions  of  former  con¬ 
tracts.  New  literature  had  to  be  produced  reflecting  the 
changed  situation.  The  economic  slump,  continuing  in¬ 
flation,  the  uncertainties  and  complexities  of  the  Tax 
Act,  uneasiness  about  the  future  on  the  part  of  our 
people  exerted  a  negative  effect  on  the  flow  of  gifts. 
As  a  result,  total  gifts  for  fiscal  1970  were  down  to 
$630,086,  about  half  the  sum  received  in  1969. 

Promotional  Program 

The  great  challenge  of  the  foundation  is  to  educate 
our  people  to  the  great  need  of  “extra  budget”  gifts  from 
their  accumulated  resources  and  to  point  up  the  con¬ 
venient  channels  of  the  foundation  for  such  giving.  This 
is  accomplished  through  literature,  ads,  films,  and,  we 
hope,  word  of  mouth.  The  foundation  encourages  pas¬ 
tors  and  laymen  to  plan  and  present  estate  planning 
programs  on  the  congregational  level. 

The  foundation  is  gradually  engaging  part-time  field 
representatives,  on  a  contractual  basis,  who  are  promot¬ 
ing  the  foundation  in  their  respective  areas  and  making 
personal  contacts  with  prospective  donors. 

Conclusion 

In  assessing  the  future  of  the  foundation  the  Board 
of  Trustees  firmly  believes  that  greater  emphasis  must 
be  placed  on  estate  planning  and  will  making.  These 
involve  a  relatively  new  dimension  in  Christian  stew¬ 
ardship.  As  more  and  more  Christians  come  to  maturity 
in  this  area  of  stewardship  —  the  stewardship  of  capital 
in  contrast  with  the  stewardship  of  income  (the  one,  of 
course,  must  not  be  neglected  for  the  other)  —  the 
church  will  be  better  supported  financially  and  ready  to 


meet  the  challenges  for  Christ  in  this  troubled  world. 
In  the  final  analysis  it  is  only  in  the  Gospel  that  people 
will  find  purpose  and  meaning  in  this  life  and  eternal 
salvation  in  the  next. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  foundation  therefore 
commends  the  foundation’s  services  to  all  laymen, 
teachers,  and  pastors,  and  also  encourages  our  congre¬ 
gations,  as  well  as  the  various  agencies  operating  within 
them,  to  utilize  its  services. 

With  the  Tax  Reform  Act  behind  us,  with  our  office 
procedures  geared  to  the  changed  situation,  we  look 
forward,  under  the  blessings  of  God,  to  being  of  ever 
greater  service  to  the  cause  of  the  Gospel.  We  face  the 
future  in  faith  and  confidence,  reminding  ourselves  that 
fear  is  faith  in  Satan,  faith  is  fear  in  God. 

Fred  L.  Precht,  Executive  Director 

Communication  from 
Die  Evangelisch-Lutherische  Freikirche 

X-07U 

Dear  Brethren  in  Christ: 

For  the  synodical  convention  of  your  Synod  we,  the 
Ev.-Lutheran  Free  Church  of  Germany,  extend  our 
hearty  greetings  and  well  wishes  to  you.  We  pray  that 
God  may  grant  you  a  rich  measure  of  His  Holy  Spirit, 
so  that  in  obedience  to  His  Word  you  may  find  the  right 
answers  to  the  many  difficult  problems  which  you  face. 
May  all  resolutions  serve  the  spreading  of  the  Gospel  in 
all  the  world,  and  may  the  love  for  the  truth  fill  your 
hearts  in  all  things  to  know  and  do  the  will  of  the  Lord. 

We  have  at  various  times  made  known  to  your  Presi¬ 
dent  that  we  are  troubled  about  the  way  you  decided 
to  go,  when  at  Denver  you  established  fellowship  with 
a  church  which,  as  far  as  we  can  tell,  does  not  have 
the  marks  of  a  true  church  (notae  purae)  in  doctrine 
and  practice. 

Thus  we  cannot  but  repeat  what  our  church  decided 
last  year  in  its  convention  at  Steeden  and  which  I  was 
charged  to  transmit  to  your  President: 

“A)  that  our  church  disapproves  the  resolution 
of  the  LCMS  regarding  the  establishment  of 
church  relations  with  ALC,  and  that  it  cannot  be 
a  partner  with  such  action,  nor  consider  it  binding 
upon  itself; 

"B)  that  we  will  therefore  support  all  those 
brethren  in  LCMS  who  strongly  contend  for  the 
Word  of  God  and  the  Lutheran  Confessions  in 
this  matter.” 

It  is  our  hope  and  prayer  that  your  convention  in 
Milwaukee  may  find  a  God-pleasing  way  out  of  this 
dilemma  which  is  also  ours  —  so  that  in  all  things 
God’s  holy  name  may  be  hallowed  and  His  good  will 
be  done. 

In  this  hope  and  expectation  our  church  finally  de¬ 
clared  and  we  repeat  it  now: 

C)  that  we  will  await  further  developments  in 
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the  hope  that  any  false  developments  resulting 
from  the  Denver  resolution  may  be  overcome.” 

May  our  good  Lord  grant  this  by  His  grace! 

We  have  a  special  reason  for  extending  our  greetings 
to  you  at  this  time.  It  is  exactly  100  years  ago  that 
Dr.  C.  F.  W.  Walther  sent  to  the  newly  organized  “Saxon 
Free  Church”  the  first  pastor,  the  Rev.  C.  F.  Th. 
Ruhland.  This  was  the  beginning  of  a  very  close  and 
intimate  relationship,  which  we  now  have  enjoyed  for 
a  full  century.  It  is  our  fervent  and  heartfelt  prayer 


that  God  may  preserve  this  fellowship  in  these  trouble¬ 
some  times,  and  above  all,  that  He  may  keep  us  in  His 
pure  Word  and  sacrament. 

Intimately  associated  with  you,  dear  brethren,  the 
Synodalrat  of  our  church  sends  you  their  greetings  and 
in  their  behalf  especially, 

Your 

Dr.  Hans  Kirsten 

(Translation  by  Dr.  Herman  Mayer) 
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A  translation  of  Dr.  C.  F.  W.  WaUher’s  article  entitled 
"Die  falschen  Stuetzen  der  modernen  Theorie 
von  den  offenen  Fragen." 

Lchre  und  We/ire.  XIV  (1868) 

In  the  foreword  of  the  present  volume  of  this  journal 
we  stated  in  which  sense  one  may  without  hesitation  speak 
of  open  questions.  At  the  same  time  we  declared  that  we  re¬ 
ject  the  modern  theory  of  open  questions.  It  appears  neces¬ 
sary,  however,  that  we  point  out  how  untenable  the  argu¬ 
ments  are  which  are  advanced  in  support  and  justification 
of  this  theory.  Those  that  are  radical  say:  “The  Bible  is  no 
law  codex.  To  deduce  a  teaching  which  must  be  believed 
from  every  incidental  utterance  of  it  is  a  mechanical  use  of 
the  Bible.  What  is  important  is  to  penetrate  into  its  spirit, 
to  lay  hold  of  its  system;  everything  else  is  merely  frame¬ 
work,  unessential,  unimportant.”  It  is  not  necessary  to  re¬ 
fute  this  argumentation.  It  is  that  of  the  rationalist.  Who¬ 
ever  really  accepts  the  Holy  Scriptures  as  God’s  Book  and 
Word,  that  is,  whoever  is  a  Christian,  will  not  speak  thus. 
For  the  Christian  the  Bible  is  indeed  “a  law  codex,”  but  not 
only  that.  The  Son  of  God  Himself  declared:  “The  Scripture 
cannot  be  broken,”  John  10: 35.  How  much  more  should  a 
Christian  consider  every  word  in  the  Scriptures  as  binding 
for  himself!  For  him  Holy  Scripture  is  indeed  “the  Law  of 
the  Lord.”  Whoever  thinks  that  he  can  find  one  error  in 
Holy  Scripture  does  not  believe  in  Holy  Scripture  but 
in  himself;  for  even  if  he  accepted  everything  else  as  true, 
he  would  believe  it  not  because  Scripture  says  so  but  be¬ 
cause  it  agrees  with  his  reason  or  his  sentiments.  Luther 
writes:  “Dear  friend,  God’s  Word  is  God’s  Word.  No  one 
dare  tinker  with  it.  Whoever  blasphemously  gives  the 
lie  to  God  in  one  word  and  says  that  such  blaspheming 
and  criticizing  is  a  little  matter  blasphemes  God  in  His 
totality  and  considers  all  blaspheming  of  God  a  light  mat¬ 
ter.  God  is  One  who  cannot  be  divided  and  here  be 
praised  and  there  be  reprehended,  here  be  honored  and  there 
despised.  .  .  .  Consider  this:  The  circumcision  of  Abraham 
is  an  old,  dead  matter  and  no  longer  either  necessary  or 
profitable.  Yet  if  I  say  that  God  at  the  time  did  not  com¬ 
mand  it,  my  avowal  of  belief  in  the  Gospel  would  not  help 
me.  That  is  what  St.  James  means  when  he  says  (chap.  2: 10), 
‘For  whosoever  shall  keep  the  whole  Law  and  yet  offend  in 
one  point,  he  is  guilty  of  all.’  ”  (Walch,  XX,  965.) 

Others  appeal  to  the  fact  that  in  this  life  there  can  be 
no  absolute  unity  but  merely  a  fundamental  one.  They  refer 
to  the  apostle’s  statement  that  in  the  Church  many  using  the 
right  Foundation  build  on  it  wood,  hay,  and  stubble  by 
teaching  erroneous  human  ideas,  which  indeed  do  not  stand 
the  testing  fire,  but  which  do  not  rob  one  of  eternal  salvation 
because  they  do  not  overthrow  the  one  true  Foundation, 
1  Cor.  3: 10-15.  (Cp.  article  “On  the  Church”  in  the  Apology 
of  the  Augsburg  Confession.)  For  this  reason,  so  they  as¬ 
sert,  the  old  orthodox  dogmaticians  taught  with  respect  to 
doctrines  that  are  non-fundamental  one  may  without  jeop¬ 
ardy  to  one’s  salvation  argue  for  or  against  their  acceptance. 
—  We  reply  as  follows:  This  justification  of  open  questions 
rests  on  a  gross  misunderstanding  and  confusion.  In  con¬ 
sidering  the  question,  What  belongs  to  the  fundamental  arti¬ 
cles  which  a  man  must  know  or  which  one  may  not  deny? 


the  point  at  issue  is  not  what  a  Christian  may  accept  or  re¬ 
ject  in  matters  of  faith,  but  rather  how  much  of  divine  truth 
is  required  in  order  that  a  person  may  arrive  at,  and  be  pre¬ 
served  in,  saving  faith  and  how  much  of  saving  truth  a  per¬ 
son  may  be  ignorant  of  or  deny  and  oppose  without  making 
the  existence  and  continuance  of  true,  justifying,  and  saving 
faith  in  his  heart  an  impossibility. 

We  admit  that  a  discussion  of  this  matter  is  of  great  im¬ 
portance.  In  the  first  place,  since  the  great  majority  of 
church-bodies  are  polluted  with  many  errors,  it  is  important 
to  know  in  which  of  them,  in  spite  of  the  existence  of  fun¬ 
damental  errors,  one  may  still  find  true  believers  and  hence 
members  of  the  true  invisible  Church.  Furthermore,  even  in 
orthodox  churches  in  which  the  Word  of  God  is  taught  in 
its  purity  and  the  Sacraments  are  administered  according  to 
the  Lord’s  institution,  there  are  many  that  are  weak  in  Chris¬ 
tian  understanding  and  still  entertain  erroneous  views. 
Therefore  it  is  highly  important  to  know  whether  such  mem¬ 
bers  may  nevertheless  be  regarded  as  possessing  true  faith 
and,  in  spite  of  their  weakness  in  spiritual  understanding, 
be  saved  or  whether  all  such  weak  Christians  must  be  classed 
with  the  lost  and  condemned.  Now,  let  it  be  observed  that 
Paul  in  1  Cor.  3  by  no  means  wishes  to  say  that  a  Christian 
merely  has  to  accept  the  articles  that  are  fundamental,  that 
everything  else  belongs  to  the  category  of  open  questions 
where  there  is  liberty  and  that  nobody  should  look  upon 
a  person  askance  or  censure  him  when  in  dealing  with  mat¬ 
ters  of  this  category  he  either  accepts  or  rejects  what  the 
Scriptures  clearly  teach.  On  the  contrary,  St.  Paul  and  all 
other  writers  of  Holy  Scripture  testify  that  a  little  leaven  of 
false  teaching  leavens  the  whole  lump,  that  no  man  has  the 
liberty  to  add  or  subtract  anything  with  respect  to  the  Word 
of  God,  and  that  God  looks  upon  him  only  as  His  child  who 
trembleth  at  His  Word,  Is.  66:2.  It  is  very  evident,  too,  that 
our  old  dogmaticians,  in  pointing  out  that  in  respect  to  non¬ 
fundamental  articles  there  may  be  a  difference  of  opinion, 
do  not  wish  to  say  that  among  the  teachings  clearly  revealed 
in  God’s  Word  there  are  open  questions  concerning  which 
a  person  may  under  all  circumstances  take  any  view  at  all. 
This  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  among  these  articles  they, 
for  instance,  place  the  following:  the  everlasting  rejection  of 
a  number  of  angels,  the  immortality  of  man  before  the  Fall, 
the  irremissibility  of  the  sin  against  the  Holy  Ghost,  the 
burial  of  Christ,  the  proceeding  of  the  Holy  Spirit  from  the 
Father  and  the  Son,  the  creation  of  the  world  in  six  days,  the 
visibility  or  invisibility  of  the  Church  and  its  marks.  Will 
anybody,  be  his  acquaintance  with  our  fathers  ever  so  slight, 
hold  that  they  meant  to  say  the  Church  might  tolerate  the 
teaching  that  the  devil  will  ultimately  be  saved,  that  man 
originally  was  subject  to  death,  that  Christ  was  not  buried, 
that  the  sin  against  the  Holy  Ghost  can  be  forgiven,  that  the 
Holy  Spirit  does  not  proceed  from  the  Son,  that  the  world 
was  created  in  six  millennia,  etc?  Everybody  must  say  that 
the  old  dogmaticians  looked  upon  these  points  as  belonging 
to  the  non-fundamental  articles  merely  because  ignorance 
as  to  Scripture-teaching  on  these  matters  and  the  resulting 
errors  do  not  preclude  the  possibility  of  the  existence  of  true, 
justifying  faith. 

For  this  reason  Quenstedt  also,  having,  like  Hunnius, 
mentioned  among  other  things  the  first  three  points  enumer¬ 
ated  above,  adds:  “If  these  matters  are  unknown  and  denied, 
such  a  course  does  not  by  itself  inflict  injury,  since  no  cause 
of  faith  or  any  fundamental  dogma  is  made  invalid  through 
such  denial.”  ( Theol .  did.-pol.  I,  352.)  By  introducing  the 
restriction  by  itself,  Quenstedt  himself  indicates  that,  if  a 
Christian  should  come  to  know  or  be  shown  that  those  non¬ 
fundamental  articles  are  clear  Scripture-teaching  and  if  he 
should  nevertheless  deny  or  oppose  them,  such  a  course 
would  indeed  bring  him  injury,  since  thereby  he  would  over¬ 
throw  not  indeed  the  real  and  dogmatic  [the  doctrines  of  the 
Holy  Trinity  and  of  justification  by  grace  through  faith]  but 
the  organic  foundation,  Holy  Scripture,  and  thus  lose  in  his 
heart  the  essential  foundation,  Christ.  For  this  reason  Aegi- 
dius  Hunnius  confronted  the  Jesuits  Gretser  and  Tanner  at 
the  colloquium  of  Regensburg  in  1601  with  the  following: 
“The  story  of  the  incest  of  Judah  and  Thamar  need  not  be¬ 
come  known  to  all  Christians;  for  there  are  innumerable  be¬ 
lievers  who  are  not  acquainted  with  this  story;  hence  this 
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account  is  not  an  article  of  faith,  although  those  people  that 
near  it  read  from  the  Bible  or  read  it  themselves  must  be¬ 
lieve  it  as  a  matter  of  faith  (licet  de  fide)  and  an  account  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  Himself.  .  .  .  Indeed,  he  is  a  heretic  who 
denies  an  article  of  faith;  however,  not  only  he  but  that  per¬ 
son  also  who  denies  a  historical  narrative  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
.  .  .  There  are  minor  errors  which  are  contrary  to  articles 
that  are  less  important,  which  errors  the  apostle  compares 
to  stubble  that  is  burned  in  the  fire  of  tribulation,  in  such 
a  way,  however,  that  the  erring  person  himself  is  saved,  since 
he  clings  to  the  foundation  of  salvation,  the  Rock,  Christ.  His 
work,  of  course,  though  built  on  the  right  foundation,  suffers 
injury.  It  is  something  different  if  somebody  should  say  con¬ 
temptuously;  For  me  the  foundation  of  salvation  is  suffi¬ 
cient,  and  I  am  satisfied  if  I  fully  accept  this  article,’  and  if 
such  a  person  should  refuse  to  receive  fuller  instruction  in 
the  remaining  doctrines.  It  is  true  that  such  a  person  would 
err  with  regard  to  minor  articles;  however,  his  error  would 
not  be  insignificant  but  be  connected  with  contempt  of  the 
divine  Word.”  (Colloq.  Ratisbonae,  hab.  Lauingae  p  351 
sqq.) 

Buddeus  also,  after  dwelling  on  the  articles  without  which 
the  generation  and  preservation  of  true,  justifying  faith  in 
the  heart,  and  hence  salvation,  is  not  possible,  finally  adds: 
“It  will  be  observed  that  we  do  not  speak  of  that  which  must 
be  believed  because  it  has  been  revealed  by  God  but  of  that 
which  a  person  must  believe  in  order  to  be  saved;  for  in  Holy 
Scripture  many  things  are  contained  which  we  must  in  true 
faith  accept  since  they  have  been  revealed  to  us  by  God” 
(even  if  they  do  not  belong  to  the  articles  of  faith),  “which, 
however,  are  not  necessarily  required  for  obtaining  salvation! 
Besides,  many  things  are  required  and  therefore  necessary  if 
a  person  is  to  be  a  member  of  a  particular  Church,  and  still 
more,  if  one  is  to  be  a  pastor  in  that  Church,  even  though 
such  matters  are  not  at  once  required  for  salvation*  and 
hence  we  do  not  speak  of  them  here.”  (Institut.  th.  dogm. 
Lips^,  1724,  p.  41.)  Here  Buddeus  expressly  declares  that  in 
the  doctrine  concerning  articles  of  faith  the  question  is  not 
considered  what  a  person  who  has  Holy  Scripture  and  knows 
it  and  has  been  shown  what  its  teachings  are  must  on  ac- 
**S  authority  believe.  When  the  question  is  asked, 
Which  doctrines  contained  in  the  Scriptures  must  be  ac- 
cepted?  then  it  no  longer  is  proper  to  distinguish  between 
the  various  doctrines  [as  to  their  importance],  a  distinction 
which  is  justified  when  articles  of  faith  are  dwelt  on.  If  a 
man  has  become  convinced  that  a  certain  matter  is  taught 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  then  his  attempt  to  destroy  or  remove 
the  smallest  letter,  even  a  tittle,  of  such  teaching  excludes 
[him]  from  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  while  otherwise  a  person 
may  entertain  even  a  serious  error  which  involves  acceptance 
of  a  heresy  without  losing  faith,  grace,  and  salvation. 

Nikolaus  Hunnius,  as  is  known,  was  the  first  one  of  our 
theologians  who  treated  the  doctrine  concerning  fundamental 
articles  in  a  comprehensive  and  systematic  manner.  He  did 
this  in  a  writing  entitled  Diaskepsis  Theologica  de  Funda- 
mentalx  Dissensu  Doctrinae  Evangelicae-Lutheranae  et  Cal- 
vinianae  seu  Reformatae.  Wittebergae,  1626.  He  strictly  ad¬ 
heres  to  the  position  that  the  “dogmatic  foundation  is  that 
part  of  divine  doctrine  which  alone,  when  it  is  preached  to 
a  person  generates  in  him  justifying  and  saving  faith  and 
without  the  teaching  of  which  saving  faith  cannot  be  begot¬ 
ten  (par.  95),  and  he  removes  all  those  Biblical  doctrines 
from  the  fundamental  articles  which  are  not  inseparably 
with  the  creation  of  true  faith.  Hence  he  writes: 

‘  Whatever  dogma  is  not  necessary  is  not  a  part  of  the  found¬ 
ation  of  faith.  No  dogma  is  a  necessary  one  if  faith  can  exist 
without  it  or  has  ever  existed  without  it.  Such  a  dogma 
therefore  is  not  a  part  of  the  foundation  of  faith.  A  person 
may  be  ignorant  of  Christ’s  birth  in  Bethlehem,  of  His  teach¬ 
ing  in  the  Temple  when  He  was  twelve  years  old,  and  of 
many  other  historical  matters;  he  may  be  ignorant  of  the 
fact  that  the  evangelists  and  apostles  wrote  and  of  what  they 
wrote;  he  may  deny  that  the  prophesied  Antichrist  has  ap- 
peared  or  that  the  world  in  its  substance  will  be  destroyed 
All  this  does  not  jeopardize  eternal  life,  and  if  one  is  igno¬ 
rant  of  these  doctrines  or  denies  them,  saving  faith  can 
nevertheless  continue.  However,  what  belongs  to  the  founda- 
tion  not  only  cannot  be  denied,  but  must  not  be  unknown, 
hat  1l,,,7fa‘th  must  not  be  ignorant  of  it  (a  fide  abesse).” 

In  a  later  paragraph  Hunnius  writes:  “Whatever  dogma 


may  be  unknown  to  a  person  without  injury  to  his  faith  is 
not  fundamental  either  in  the  sense  of  constituting  the  foun¬ 
dation  or  of  being  an  essential  part  of  it.  The  doctrine  of  the 
Sacraments  is  such  a  dogma.  Hence  the  doctrine  of  the  Sac 
raments  is  not  fundamental.”  (Par.  311.)  We  adduce  these 
statements  of  our  Hunnius  not  to  prove  that  he  denies  that 
the  doctrine  of  the  Sacraments  belongs  to  the  fundamental 
articles  m  the  sense  m  which  the  later  theologians  regard  it 
as  such;  we  rather  wish  to  prove  that  it  is  a  gross  misunder¬ 
standing  to  assume  that  our  old  theologians,  in  distinguishing 
between  fundamental  and  non-fundamental  articles,  intended 
to  say  that  all  non-fundamental  doctrines  are  open  questions 
in  the  modern  sense  of  the  term.  Hunnius  himself  feared 
that  careless  readers  might  thus  misunderstand  him  and  in 
advance  guarded  against  such  an  interpretation  of  his  words 
Among  other  things  he  writes:  “Salutary  doctrine  is  of  two 
kinds.  The  one  is  that  which  is  the  direct  cause  of  faith  or 
brings  about  that  a  man  believes  in  God  and  Christ;  on  this 
doctrine  is  based  his  firm  confidence  of  receiving  forgiveness 
of  sins  and  eternal  salvation.  The  other  is  that  which  indeed 
does  not  engender  this  confidence  but  nevertheless  is  placed 
by  God  before  men  either  to  explain  faith  or  to  teach  other 
matters  necessary  for  being  a  Christian.  Whoever  errs  in  the 
first  kind  of  doctrine  errs  not  only  perilously  but  with  re¬ 
spect  to  faith  itself  (circa  fidem);  he  that  errs  in  the  second 
kind  of  doctrine  errs  perilously  but  not  with  respect  to  the 
doctrine  of  faith,  but  from  the  moral  point  of  view.  In  the 
latter  case  the  confidence  which  constitutes  faith  is  not  di¬ 
rectly  destroyed,  that  is,  there  is  no  direct  rejection  of  the 
teaching  through  which  confidence  is  begotten,  but  the  wrath 
of  God  is  provoked  by  an  error  in  this  sphere.  He  who  denies 
the  stories  of  Samson,  of  David,  etc.,  or  who  denies  that  cir¬ 
cumcision  was  a  divine  institution,  etc.,  thereby  does  not  de¬ 
tract  anything  from  the  foundation  of  faith  or  fundamental 
doctrine,  but  he  nevertheless  errs  with  peril  to  his  salvation 
because  by  attacking  the  majestic  truthfulness  of  God  he 
oftends  Him  through  a  mortal  sin  and  thereby  provokes  His 
wrath,  a  course  which  means  loss  of  faith  and  of  salvation 
unless  repentance  follows.  To  this  category  belong  the  virgin 
birth  of  Christ  and  many  other  dogmas,  whose  denial  does 
not  overthrow  or  adulterate  (depravat)  the  fundamental  ar- 
tides  of  faith  but  arouses  the  divine  wrath,  so  that  faith 
ceases  because  the  Originator  of  faith  [God]  has  withdrawn 
although  the  foundation  of  it  still  stands.  .  If  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  the  expression  occurs:  ‘This  or  that  dogma  may  with¬ 
out  injury  to  the  foundation  of  faith  remain  unknown  or  be 
denied,  the  sense  of  the  expression  is  by  no  means  that  such 
denial  or  ignorance  may  occur  without  injury  to  faith  itself 
since  such  a  denial  may  destroy  faith  even  though  it  does  not 
subvert  its  [doctrinal]  foundation.”  (tj§351,  353.)  To  declare 
everything  that  is  non-fundamental  an  open  question  even  if 
it  is  clearly  revealed  in  the  Word  of  God  is  nothing  less  than 
saying  that  the  commission  of  mortal  sins  is  a  matter  of  in- 
difference. 

But  the  question  will  be  asked,  Does  it  not  happen  fre¬ 
quently,  yes,  is  it  not  the  universal  lot  of  men,  that  they  err 
in  weakness,  and  are  we  not  to  receive  those  that  are  weak 
in  the  faith,  and  must  therefore  not  their  error,  caused  by 
weakness  especially  if  it  does  not  subvert  the  foundation  be 
excluded  from  the  category  of  divisive  errors  and  hence  in 
reality  be  enumerated  among  open  questions?  We  reply:  An 
error  due  to  lack  of  understanding  or  overhasty  decision 
hence  to  weakness,  must  indeed  never  be  treated  as  a  heresy 
and  may  never  be  looked  upon  as  divisive  of  church-fellow¬ 
ship  be  it  ever  so  gross.  Accordingly  we  see  that  in  the 
apostohe  times  even  those  people  were  not  excluded  from 
the  Church  who  owing  to  weakness  in  their  understanding 
ot  divine  truth  even  taught  the  fundamental  error  men¬ 
tioned  Acts  15:1:  "Except  ye  be  circumcised  after  the  man¬ 
ner  of  Moses,  ye  cannot  be  saved.”  But  although  in  the  case 
of  an  error  caused  by  weakness  the  erring  brother  must  be 
to  elated  we  have  to  say,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  error  it¬ 
self  must  never  be  tolerated  by  the  Church  even  if  it  appears 
insignificant  and  not  dangerous,  provided  it  opposes  a  clear 
word  ot  God.  Such  an  error  hence  may  never  be  treated  as 
an  open  question.  Neither  the  Church  nor  its  servants  are 
masters  of  the  Word.  On  the  contrary,  to  the  Church  are 
committed  for  faithful  administration  the  oracles  of  God 

nf°d,  w  Tt  “f  rrlin'ste's  are  at  the  same  time  ministers 
the  Wold,  Luke  1.2,  who  have  been  given  the  command. 
Continue  thou  in  the  things  which  thou  hast  learned  and 
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hast  been  assured  of,”  2  Tim.  3:14;  “That  good  thing  which 
was  committed  unto  thee  keep  by  the  Holy  Ghost,”  2  Tim. 
1: 14.  Hence  Musaeus  writes:  “God  has  committed  to  His 
Church,  as  to  the  spiritual  mother  of  all  believing  children 
of  God,  not  only  the  chief  articles  of  Christian  truth  which 
every  simple  Christian  must  believe  and  without  the  knowl¬ 
edge  and  acceptance  of  which  true  faith  cannot  be  engen¬ 
dered  or  preserved,  but  the  whole  Christian  doctrine  pertain¬ 
ing  to  faith  and  life,  likewise  the  holy  Sacraments,  and  He 
expects  the  Church  to  keep  these  treasures  pure  and  un¬ 
adulterated,  to  preserve  them,  defend  them  against  all  se¬ 
ducing  spirits,  to  use  them,  thereby  to  beget  spiritual  chil¬ 
dren  for  God  and  bring  them  up  that  they  may  grow  in  sav¬ 
ing  knowledge  from  day  to  day.  It  is  thereby  to  strengthen 
the  weak,  to  cheer  those  that  are  troubled,  to  comfort  the 
timid,  to  arouse  the  wicked  and  the  secure  sinners,  to  bring 
back  those  that  are  erring,  to  seek  the  lost,  and  thus  to  per¬ 
form  most  carefully  everything  that  pertains  to  the  duties 
of  a  spiritual  mother  toward  God’s  true  children  here  upon 
earth,  and  it  has  no  authority  to  eliminate  any  part  of  Chris¬ 
tian  doctrine  which  for  this  purpose  has  been  committed  to 
it  and  without  whose  use  it  cannot  fully  perform  its  function 
for  the  edification  of  its  members  and  the  true  children  of 
God.  What  Paul  says  to  Timothy  (1  Tim.  4:15;  6:3  fT. ;  2  Tim. 
3: 14;  1: 13,  14)  he  says  to  the  whole  Christian  Church,  and 
what  he  demands  of  bishops  in  general,  namely,  to  hold  fast 
the  faithful  Word  as  they  have  been  taught,  that  they  may 
be  able  by  sound  doctrine  both  to  exhort  and  to  convince 
the  gainsayers  (Titus  1:9),  that  he  demands  from  all  godly, 
faithful  teachers.  This  is  the  public  function  of  the  Church 
and  of  its  faithful  teachers,  that  they  immovably,  rigidly, 
and  firmly  adhere  not  only  to  the  articles  and  sections  of 
Christian  doctrine  which  every  simple  Christian  must  know 
but  to  those  also  which  faithful  teachers  and  pastors  need  to 
make  others  wise  unto  salvation  and  which  are  profitable 
for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  correction,  for  instruction  in 
righteousness,  as  Paul  says  2  Tim.  3: 15  f.  Of  these  matters 
it  must  not  permit  any  part  to  be  adulterated  or  removed.” 
(Bedenken  vom  Consensu  Repetito;  cf.  Hist.  Syncret.,  p.  1073.) 
Hence  it  is  certain  that,  since  all  Scripture  is  given  by  in¬ 
spiration  of  God  and  is  profitable,  the  Church  may  not  adul¬ 
terate  or  eliminate  anything  contained  in  Holy  Scripture  but 
must  earnestly  hold  every  Biblical  truth,  even  if  it  should 
appear  insignificant,  oppose  every  unscriptural  error,  should 
it  seem  ever  so  unimportant. 

How  is  that?  we  are  asked.  Do  you  really  wish  to  excom¬ 
municate  everybody  at  once  as  a  heretic  who  errs  in  nothing 
but  a  non-fundamental  article,  and  do  you  intend  at  once 
to  sever  fellowship  with  an  organization  which  is  guilty  of 
such  a  non-fundamental  error?  That  we  are  far  removed 
from  entertaining  such  a  thought  we  have  stated  above. 
What  we  maintain  is  this:  On  the  one  hand,  a  non-funda¬ 
mental  error,  even  if  it  is  contrary  to  the  clear  Word  of  God, 
must  not  be  treated  as  a  heresy,  but  in  patient  instruction  it 
must  be  shown  to  be  untenable,  be  refuted,  opposed,  and 
criticized.  On  the  other  hand,  however,  if  a  church  has  ex¬ 
hausted  all  means  of  bringing  such  an  erring  brother  to  the 
acknowledgment  of  the  truth  and  his  adherence  to  the  re¬ 
spective  error  evidently  is  not  due  to  insufficient  intellectual 
understanding  of  Scripture-teaching,  and  hence  through  this 
non-fundamental  error  it  becomes  manifest  that  he  con¬ 
sciously,  stubbornly,  and  obstinately  contradicts  the  divine 
Word  and  that  accordingly  through  his  error  he  subverts  the 
organic  foundation  of  faith  [the  Scriptures],  then  such  an 
erring  person,  like  all  others  that  persevere  in  mortal  sins, 
must  no  longer  be  borne  with,  but  fraternal  relations  with 
him  must  be  terminated.  The  same  thing  applies  to  a  whole 
church-body  which  errs  in  a  non-fundamental  doctrine.  It 
is  very  true  that  in  this  life  absolute  unity  in  faith  and  doc¬ 
trine  is  not  possible,  and  no  higher  unity  than  a  fundamental 
one  can  be  attained.  This,  however,  by  no  means  implies 
that  in  a  church-body  errors  of  a  non-fundamental  nature 
which  become  manifest  and  which  contradict  the  clear  Word 
of  God  must  not  be  attacked  and  that  a  Church  can  be  re¬ 
garded  as  a  true  church  and  be  treated  as  such  if  it  either 
makes  such  non-fundamental  errors  a  part  of  its  confession 
and,  with  injury  to  the  organic  foundation,  in  spite  of  all 
admonition,  stubbornly  clings  to  these  errors  or  in  a  union- 
istic  fashion  and  in  a  spirit  of  indifference  insists  that  a  de¬ 
viation  from  God’s  clear  Word  in  such  points  need  be  of  no 
concern  to  us. 


Johann  Gerhard,  whose  authority  is  adduced  against  us, 
is  of  the  same  well-founded  opinion  [that,  while  in  this  life 
not  a  higher  unity  than  a  fundamental  one  is  possible,  errors 
that  arise  in  a  church-body  should  not  be  treated  with  in¬ 
difference,  even  if  they  are  of  a  non-fundamental  character]. 
He  writes  against  the  papists,  who  place  unity  among  the 
marks  of  the  Church:  “It  must  be  added  that  unity  of  faith 
and  doctrine  in  the  Church  is  not  a  perfect  and  absolute  one 
in  this  life;  for  at  times  controversies  occur  between  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  true  Church  through  which  this  holy  unity  is 
torn.  We  therefore  have  to  distinguish  between  that  absolute, 
perfect  unity,  free  from  every  form  of  disharmony,  which  is 
found  nowhere  except  in  the  Church  Triumphant,  and  that 
fundamental  unity,  which  consists  in  agreement  concerning 
the  principal  articles  of  doctrine,  while  with  respect  to  a 
few  less  important  points  of  faith  (fidei  capitibus)  or  to 
ceremonies  which  are  a  matter  of  indifference  or  to  the  in¬ 
terpretation  of  some  Scripture-passages  controversies  will 
arise.  And  this  is  the  unity  obtaining  in  the  Church  Militant; 
for  in  this  Church  there  is  never  found  such  a  definite  har¬ 
mony  that  no  disagreements  arise  in  it.  ‘For  we  know  in 
part,  and  we  prophesy  in  part,'  1  Cor.  13:9.” 

Having  next  quoted  a  beautiful  passage  from  the  works  of 
Augustine,  Gerhard  continues  thus:  “Here  Augustine  dis¬ 
closes  the  cause  of  disagreements  in  the  Church.  The  truly 
pious  are  not  yet  perfectly  renewed  but  retain  remnants  of 
the  flesh.  Hence  they  do  not  arrive  at  an  accurate  and  per¬ 
fect  knowledge  of  the  mysteries  of  faith  but  err  and  waver 
with  respect  to  some  of  them.  The  flesh  in  the  regenerate 
still  strives  against  the  spirit,  for  which  reason  it  can  easily 
happen,  especially  if  the  temptation  of  the  devil  also  enters, 
that,  giving  way  to  wrong,  carnal  ideas,  they  create  dissen¬ 
sions  in  the  Church;  however,  if  they  do  not  become  guilty 
of  stubbornness  and  if  the  foundation  is  not  shaken,  they 
are  not  at  once  cut  off  from  the  body  of  the  Church  on  this 
account.  This  is  proved  by  the  examples  given  in  Acts  11:2; 
Gal.  2:11;  Acts  15:39.  In  the  Corinthian  church  divisions  had 
arisen,  profanations  of  the  Eucharist  had  crept  in,  there  were 
acrimonious  debates  about  adiaphora,  some  persons  doubted 
the  article  of  the  resurrection,  etc.;  in  spite  of  all  this,  how¬ 
ever,  Paul  does  not  refuse  to  call  the  assembly  a  church,  but 
in  addressing  it,  he  terms  it  still  a  church  of  God,  1  Cor.  1:2. 
In  the  church  of  the  Galatians  the  article  of  justification  had 
been  corrupted  through  the  adulterations  of  false  apostles; 
but  since  the  members  were  still  open  to  instruction  and 
some  of  them  still  retained  the  true  faith,  Paul  still  calls  the 
Galatian  congregations,  churches,  Gal.  1:2.  This  is  acknowl¬ 
edged  even  by  Bellarmine.”  Having  finally  adduced  several 
instances  of  dissension  in  the  ancient  Church,  Gerhard  con¬ 
cludes:  “Hence  it  is  certain  that  a  total  and  real  absolute 
unity  cannot  be  hoped  for  in  this  life.  And  therefore  not 
every  disagreement  at  once  dissolves  union  and  unity  in  the 
Church.”  (L oc.  de  Eccles.,  §  231.)  It  is  clear  that  Gerhard  in 
this  passage  does  not  intend  to  call  those  non-fundamental 
teachings  which  are  clearly  revealed  in  the  Word  of  God 
open  questions;  he  merely  wishes  to  show  that  on  account 
of  doctrinal  differences  which  arise  in  such  points  the  essen¬ 
tial  unity  of  the  Church  is  not  at  once  destroyed,  and  the 
body  is  thereby  not  at  once  deprived  of  its  status  as  a 
Church,  and  those  individual  members  who  in  such  points 
through  their  false  teaching  “dissolve  unity”  must  not  “at 
once  be  cut  off,”  “unless  stubbornness  enters  in  and  the  foun¬ 
dation  is  shaken.”  How  little  Gerhard  is  of  the  opinion  that 
those  errors  on  account  of  which  real  unity  in  a  Church  is 
not  at  once  nullified  must  be  regarded  as  open  questions  we 
see  from  the  fact  that  in  his  enumeration  he  includes  even 
fundamental  errors.  His  position  is  that  all  erring  members 
must  be  tolerated  as  long  as  they  are  not  stubborn  and, 
though  clinging  to  an  error,  are  willing  to  remain  on  the 
proper  foundation.  That  ■  also  is  the  only  thing  which  we 
maintain,  namely,  that  the  time  for  separating  from  brethren 
on  account  of  an  error  which  doctrinally  is  non-fundamental 
has  only  then  arrived  when  those  who  are  erring  stubbornly 
reject  all  instruction  from  the  divine  Word  and  thus  become 
manifest  as  people  who,  though  they  apparently  do  not  wish 
to  violate  the  dogmatic  foundation,  the  analogy  of  faith, 
nevertheless  shake  and  subvert  the  organic  foundation,  Holy 
Scripture  itself,  as  far  as  they  are  concerned.  It  is  something 
altogether  unheard  of  to  say  that  everything  which  does  not 
belong  to  the  fundamental  articles  must  be  put  into  the  cate¬ 
gory  of  open  questions.  It  may  well  happen  that  a  simple- 
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minded  Christian  will  oppose  some  important  secondary  fun¬ 
damental  article  and  nevertheless  possess  true  saving  faith 
in  his  heart,  while  he  who  knowingly,  contrary  to  Holy 
Scripture  and  the  Confessions,  would  deny  merely  that  the 
suffering  of  Christ  took  place  under  Pontius  Pilate  (a  histor¬ 
ical  detail  which  certainly  does  not  belong  to  the  funda¬ 
mental  articles)  would  surely  not  be  a  true  believer.  Through 
nothing  does  an  erring  person  manifest  more  clearly  that  his 
error  is  of  a  fundamental  nature  than  by  showing  that  in 
his  error  he  rejects  the  Word  of  God,  a  thing  which  may  take 
place  in  opposing  non-fundamental  as  well  as  fundamental 
Bible-teachings;  in  fact,  the  fashion  in  which  he  handles 
mere  problems  may  bring  this  to  light.  Accordingly,  to  name 
but  one  author,  the  Wittenberg  theologian  Carl  Gottlob  Hof¬ 
mann  (died  1774)  writes:  “Non-fundamental  articles”  (in 
which  class  he  with  Baier  enumerates  also  the  so-called 
theological  problems)  “often  can  assume  the  nature  of  fun¬ 
damental  articles  if  the  reason  on  account  of  which  they  are 
unknown  or  denied  is  something  that  opposes  the  foundation 
of  faith.  For  instance,  the  article  of  the  propagation  of  the 
soul  is  not  a  fundamental  article  whether  you  maintain  that 
it  occurs  per  traducem  or  through  a  new  creation;  but  if  you 
hold  that  this  propagation  takes  place  per  traducem  in  order 
to  demonstrate  that  spirits  are  material  beings,  then  you 
may  become  guilty  of  a  fundamental  error;  for  according  to 
such  a  view  the  angels  and  God  Himself  are  classed  among 
beings  that  are  corporeal.  The  article  pertaining  to  the  Co- 
pernican  system  likewise  is  not  a  fundamental  one,  but  it 
can  easily  happen  that  a  person  denying  the  movement  of 
the  sun  around  the  earth  adds  as  his  conclusion  that  the 
writers  of  the  Old  Testament  were  altogether  uncultured  and 
ignorant  people  (admodum  rudes).  In  this  way  the  infalli¬ 
bility  of  the  holy  writers  and  thereby  the  teaching  of  the 
divine  inspiration  of  Holy  Scripture  are  attacked.”  (Theol. 
Thet.  Praecogn.,  c.  11.,  §  26,  p.  112.) 

We  are  far  removed  from  the  position  which  severs  fra¬ 
ternal  relations  with  an  individual  and  stops  having  church  - 
fellowship  with  a  church-body  if  in  their  understanding  of 
Bible-teaching  they  are  not  dogmatically  correct.  We  by  no 
means  consider  such  correctness  a  condition  of  fellowship.  If 
that  were  our  position,  we  should  have  to  contend  against 
ourselves;  for  while  we  notice  incorrect  views,  that  is,  errors, 
in  others,  other  people  may  notice  such  imperfections  in  one 
or  the  other  of  us.  No;  as  soon  as  an  individual  or  a  whole 
church-body  manifests  the  attitude  of  willingness  to  submit 
unconditionally  to  the  whole  Word  of  God  and  not  to  teach 
anything  that  opposes  the  foundation  of  Christian  faith,  be 
it  the  real  or  the  dogmatic  or  the  organic  foundation,  we 
extend  in  every  case  with  joy  the  hand  of  fellowship  to  such 
an  individual,  and  we  are  altogether  willing  and  ready  to 
cultivate  church-fellowship  with  such  an  organization.  This, 
however,  is  our  position  and  practise,  not  because  we  con¬ 
sider  any  teaching  clearly  revealed  in  the  Word  of  God  an 
open  question  which  one  may  either  affirm  or  deny  and 
concerning  which  there  is  liberty  of  opinion,  but  because  we 
know  that  there  are  errors  which  proceed  from  weakness, 
just  as  there  are  sins  that  are  caused  by  weakness,  and  that 
a  Christian  may  intellectually  err  even  with  respect  to  a 
fundamental  matter  without  subverting  the  foundation  in 
his  heart,  not  to  mention  how  wrong  it  would  be  to  assume 
that  a  person  necessarily  destroys  the  foundation  of  faith 
if  he  errs  in  a  non-fundamental  point.  Nevertheless  we  con¬ 
sider  it  our  duty  to  criticize,  refute,  oppose,  contend  against, 
and  reprove  whatever  error  becomes  manifest  in  the  teach¬ 
ing  of  those  who  wish  to  be  our  brethren,  whether  this  error 
pertains  to  a  fundamental  or  a  non-fundamental  teaching  of 
the  Word  of  God.  By  taking  this  course,  we  merely  follow 
all  faithful  servants  of  God,  from  the  prophets  and  apostles 
down  to  the  most  recent  recognized  faithful  ministers  of  our 
Church.  The  result,  of  course,  is  that  the  Church  never  for 
a  long  time  enjoys  peace  and  that  precisely  the  orthodox 
Church  usually  presents  the  appearance  of  a  body  torn  by 
internal  dissensions.  But  this,  far  from  being  an  indictment 
of  a  servant  of  God  and  of  the  Church,  is  rather  an  indica¬ 
tion  and  seal  that  the  servant  of  God  is  faithful,  and  it  gives 
the  Church  the  assurance  that  it  belongs  to  the  ecclesia  mili- 
tans.  For  this  reason  Gerhard  writes:  “From  the  zealous 
warfare  which  pious  and  faithful  teachers  conduct  against 
false  doctrine  one  may  not  unjustly  conclude  that  they  are 
instruments  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  that  their  teaching  un¬ 
doubtedly  is  true.  It  is  an  attribute  of  faithful  teachers  that 


they  endeavor  to  purge  the  Church  completely  of  all  crea¬ 
tions  of  Satan  regardless  of  who  the  persons  may  be  that 
have  introduced  or  are  introducing  them.  Therefore,  even 
when  very  insignificant  adulterations  occur  and  they  observe 
them,  they  will  not  for  one  hour  close  their  eyes  indulgently 
(connivent).  When  there  is  bright  light,  you  see  even  little 
specks  of  dust;  if  there  is  darkness,  the  largest  stumps  ob¬ 
structing  your  path  are  not  noticed.”  (Loc.  Th..  De  Eccles 
§  247.) 

Now,  what  is  to  be  done  if  a  person  teaches  an  error 
which  indeed  is  non-fundamental  but  opposes  a  clear  Word 
of  God  and  if  he  has  been  convicted  by  the  clear  Word  so 
that  he  is  not  able  to  reply?  What  is  to  be  done  if  such  an 
erring  person  stubbornly  insists  on  maintaining  his  error, 
refuses  to  be  instructed,  and  it  becomes  evident  that  he  clings 
to  his  error  not  through  weakness  of  intellect,  but  because 
he  is  unwilling  to  yield  to  the  Word  of  God?  What  is  to  be 
done  if  he  by  clinging  to  his  error  does  indeed  not  subvert 
the  real  or  dogmatic  but  the  organic  foundation  of  faith,  the 
authority  of  Holy  Scripture?  Are  we,  after  he  has  been 
made  conscious  of  his  error  and  all  admonitions  have  been 
in  vain,  to  drop  the  controversy  and  tolerate  the  error?  Are 
we  to  bring  about  peace  in  this  manner,  that  we  declare  the 
point  in  debate  an  open  question  because  it  does  not  pertain 
to  a  fundamental  article  of  faith?  What  human  being,  what 
angel,  has  the  right  to  excuse  us  from  obedience  to  the  Word 
of  God?  Who  can  destroy  and  dissolve  the  Word  of  God 
even  in  one  small  tittle?  Is  not  the  only  one  who  does  that 
the  Antichrist,  the  man  of  sin  and  son  of  perdition,  who  op- 
poseth  and  exalteth  himself  above  all  that  is  called  God  or 
that  is  worshiped,  so  that  he  as  God  sitteth  in  the  temple  of 
God,  showing  himself  that  he  is  God?  And,  we  repeat,  can 
there  be  a  clearer  proof  that  a  body  is  not  a  true  Church  of 
God  than  if  it  will  not  unconditionally  submit  to  the  divine 
Word?  Can  it  in  this  case,  in  true  faith,  hold  the  other  teach¬ 
ings  which  it  claims  to  accept  and  believe?  Never!  Whoever 
demands  that  a  matter  taught  clearly  in  the  Holy  Scriptures 
be  made  an  open  question  for  him  believes  nothing  on  ac¬ 
count  of  its  being  in  the  Word  of  God;  otherwise  he  would 
believe  and  accept  everything.  Luther  therefore  is  right 
when  he  says:  “The  Church,  as  St.  Paul  says,  is  subject  and 
obedient  to  Christ,  in  fear  and  esteem.  How  could  a  person 
distinguish  between  the  true  Church  of  Christ  and  the 
church  of  the  devil  except  through  obedience  and  disobedi¬ 
ence  toward  Christ,  especially  if  disobedience,  although  peo¬ 
ple  have  become  conscious  of  it  and  know  it,  excuses  itself 
flagrantly  and  impudently  and  insists  on  being  right?  The 
holy  Church,  it  is  true,  sins  and  stumbles  or  errs,  as  the 
Lord’s  Prayer  teaches,  but  it  does  not  defend  or  excuse  its 
error;  on  the  contrary,  it  humbly  asks  for  forgiveness  and 
makes  amends  wherever  it  can.  Its  sin  then  is  forgiven  and 
no  longer  placed  to  its  account.  If  I  cannot  distinguish  the 
true  from  the  false  Church  through  obedience,  on  the  one 
hand,  and  stubborn  disobedience,  on  the  other,  I  no  longer 
can  have  any  opinion  about  the  character  of  a  Church.” 
(Luther  pertaining  to  his  Buck  von  der  Winkelmesse,  1534; 
XIX,  1579.) 

Luther  writes  furthermore:  “Here  you  see  what  St.  Paul 
thinks  of  a  little  error  in  doctrine  which  apparently  is  in¬ 
significant,  or  even  seems  to  represent  the  truth.  He  con¬ 
siders  it  so  grave  and  dangerous  that  he  is  justified  in  de¬ 
nouncing  its  sponsors  as  false  prophets,  even  though  they 
appear  to  be  eminent  people.  Therefore  it  is  not  right  for 
us  to  consider  the  leaven  of  false  teaching  a  little  matter. 
Let  it  be  as  little  as  it  pleases:  if  it  is  not  watched,  it  will 
result  in  the  collapse  of  truth  and  salvation  and  in  the  denial 
of  God.  For  if  the  Word  is  adulterated  and  God  denied  and 
blasphemed  (a  result  which  will  necessarily  follow),  all  hope 
of  salvation  is  gone.  But  whether  or  not  we  are  blasphemed, 
denounced,  and  killed  is  not  of  any  moment;  for  He  is  still 
living  who  can  again  raise  and  rescue  us  from  the  curse, 
death,  and  hell.  For  this  reason  we  should  learn  to  accord 
great  and  high  esteem  to  the  majesty  and  glory  of  the  Word; 
for  it  is  not  such  a  small  and  light  matter  as  the  false  en¬ 
thusiasts  of  our  day  imagine,  but  one  single  tittle  of  it  is 
greater  and  of  more  weight  than  heaven  and  earth.  Hence 
we  in  this  instance  do  not  concern  ourselves  with  Christian 
unity  or  love,  but  we  straightway  express  our  judgment, 
that  is,  we  condemn  and  denounce  all  those  who  even  in  the 
smallest  particle  adulterate  and  change  the  majesty  of  the 
Word;  for  ‘a  little  leaven  leaveneth  the  whole  lump.’”  (Com- 
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ments  on  Gal.  5: 12,  VIII,  2669  f.)  A  little  above  this  passage 
Luther  had  written,  “Christian  doctrine  does  not  belong  to 
us,  but  to  God,  who  has  made  us  merely  its  servants  and 
ministers;  hence  we  cannot  drop  or  yield  the  smallest  tittle 
or  letter  of  it.”  (Comments  on  Gal.  5:9.) 

On  the  other  hand,  that  a  point  can  become  divisive  only 
after  the  respective  error  has  in  vain  been  proved  from  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  after  all  repeated  admonitions  have  been 
without  fruit,  and  after  it  has  become  evident  that  the  err¬ 
ing  person  is  inwardly  convinced  of  his  error  and  that  he 
therefore  consciously  contends  against  the  foundation  of 
faith,  either  the  real  or  dogmatic  or  merely  the  organic 
foundation,  Luther  states  emphatically  in  the  well-known 
passage:  “Augustine  says  with  respect  to  himself:  Errare 
p otero,  haereticus  non  ero;  that  is,  I  can  err,  but  I  do  not 
want  to  become  a  heretic.  The  reason  is  this:  Heretics  not 
only  err,  but  they  refuse  to  be  instructed;  they  defend  their 
error  as  right  and  contend  against  the  truth  which  they  have 
come  to  know  and  against  their  own  conscience.  Of  such 
people  Paul  says,  Titus  3: 10, 11:  ‘A  man  that  is  an  heretic, 
after  the  first  and  second  admonition  reject,  knowing  that 
he  that  is  such  is  subverted  and  sinneth,’  being  autocatacri- 
tos,  that  is,  he  deliberately  and  finally  chooses  to  remain  in 
the  condemnation  resulting  from  his  error.  But  St.  Augustine 
will  gladly  confess  his  error  and  accept  instruction.  Hence 
he  cannot  become  a  heretic  even  if  he  should  err.  All  other 
saints  take  the  same  course  and  willingly  throw  their  hay, 
stubble,  and  wood  into  the  fire  in  order  that  they  may  remain 
on  the  saving  foundation.  This  very  thing  we  also  have  done 
and  are  still  doing.”  (Concerning  Councils  and  Churches, 
A.  D.  1539,  XVI,  2663  f.)  As  long  therefore  as  the  erring 
person  has  not  been  convicted  of  subverting  the  organic 
foundation  through  his  error,  and  as  long  as  he  has  not 
become  stubborn  in  his  attitude,  no  error  constitutes  him 
a  heretic.  The  same  thing  applies  to  a  whole  church-body. 
Yes,  should  the  error  pertain  to  less  principal  points  clearly 
revealed  in  the  Scriptures  but  of  a  non-fundamental  char¬ 
acter,  then  even  a  stubborn  clinging  to  such  points  does  not 
make  a  teacher  a  heretic  but  merely  a  schismatic,  and  his 
association  does  not  get  to  be  a  sect,  but  a  schismatic  body. 
Accordingly  in  our  Church,  Flacius,  who  stubbornly  defended 
the  erroneous  teaching  that  sin  belongs  to  a  man’s  essence, 
and  Huber,  who  stubbornly  taught  that  predestination  is  uni¬ 
versal,  did  not  become  heretics  but  schismatics,  whom  ortho¬ 
dox  churches  could  not  admit  to  their  pulpits,  and  if  these 
men  had  founded  church-bodies  embodying  the  errors  of 
their  leaders  in  their  doctrinal  platform,  these  bodies,  caeteris 
paribus,  would  not  have  been  sects  but  schismatic  associa¬ 
tions.  For  this  reason  Quenstedt  writes:  “There  are,  further¬ 
more,  less  principal  articles  of  faith  which  Holy  Scripture 
teaches  us  to  believe  but  whose  rejection  does  not  necessarily 
involve  loss  of  salvation.  The  denial  of  these  articles  does 
not  by  itself  but  merely  through  a  more  remote  inference 
oppose  a  fundamental  article  of  faith  and  destroy  it.  Such 
a  denial  makes  a  person  a  schismatic,  for  instance,  the 
rejection  of  the  teaching  that  sin  does  not  belong  to  man’s 
essence,  that  predestination  is  not  universal,  etc.”  ( Theol . 
Didactico-polem.,  I,  355.)  Calov  also,  to  mention  one  more 
instance,  willingly  admits  with  Gerhard  that,  for  example, 
“the  accusation  of  heresy  must  not  be  raised  on  account  of 
a  dissension  in  the  question  pertaining  to  the  baptism  of 
John,  since  in  our  time  this  question  has  nothing  to  do  with 
salvation.”  But  he  at  once  adds:  “By  no  means  is  it  per¬ 
mitted  to  believe  and  argue  for  or  against  a  matter  where  the 
Holy  Spirit  has  given  us  a  decision,”  which  Calov  held  to 
be  the  case  in  this  instance.  ( Syst .,  I,  953.) 

The  following  sections  of  this  article  are  intended  to  show 
that  the  advocates  of  the  modern  theory  of  open  questions 
try  to  support  it  by  advancing  the  view  that  everything  must 
belong  to  the  category  of  open  questions  which  has  not  been 
decided  in  the  Symbolical  Books  or  in  which  even  recognized 
orthodox  teachers  have  erred,  or,  finally,  whatever,  though 
contained  in  the  Scriptures,  has  not  been  clearly  revealed 
there. 

A  further  argument  for  this  theory  is  the  view  that 
evidently  for  ecclesiastical  unity  not  more  is  required  than 
agreement  in  the  teachings  laid  down  in  the  public  confession 
of  the  Church;  that  these  are  the  only  ones  fixed  by  the 
Church  itself;  that  on  these  only  the  Church  has  made  pro¬ 
nouncements  and  decisions;  and  that  everything  else  has  to 
be  considered  as  belonging  to  the  category  of  open  questions. 


This  view  was  voiced,  for  instance,  by  the  pastors  of  the 
Iowa  Synod  when  they  in  1859  published  the  following 
“Declaration”  in  their  synodical  organ:  “We  treat  the  teach¬ 
ing  pertaining  to  the  ‘last  things’  as  an  open  question,  that 
is,  as  a  question  in  which  there  may  be  a  difference  of 
opinion  without  disturbance  of  church-fellowship  and  con¬ 
cerning  which  in  the  symbols  of  our  Church  no  confessional 
decision  has  been  laid  down,  for  which  reason  both  views 
may  exist  in  the  Church  alongside  each  other.” 

In  its  synodical  report  of  1858  the  same  synod  had  made 
this  declaration:  “Accordingly  we  dare  not  deny  that  beside 
the  teachings  which  are  symbolically  fixed  there  is  found 
a  sphere  of  theological  knowledge  containing  open  questions 
which  have  not  as  yet  been  answered  by  the  Church  and 
symbolically  defined  because  the  Church  cannot  symbolically 
fix  anything  unless  it  has  passed  through  controversy  and 
hence  become  a  vital  question  for  the  Church”  (pp.  14,  15). 
Asking  German  theologians  for  their  opinion,  the  Iowa  Synod 
stated  in  1866:  “Since  concerning  these  matters”  (the  ques¬ 
tions  pertaining  to  the  ministerial  office  and  the  last  things) 
“until  now  no  universal  agreement  has  come  about  in  the 
Lutheran  Church,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  these  things, 
or  at  least  those  that  are  most  controverted,  had  best  be 
entirely  eliminated  from  the  public  proclamation  of  the 
Church.  .  .  .  Briefly  stated,  we  consider  the  teachings  men¬ 
tioned  as  open  questions.”  (Quoted  from  Guericke’s  Journal 
in  L.  &  W.,  Vol.  XIII,  363.) 

Pastor  Loehe,  in  listing  the  points  in  which  there  is  a  dif¬ 
ference  between  the  Saxon  pastors  in  Missouri  and  Pastor 
Grabau,  mentions  as  the  fifth  class  the  following:  “matters 
which,  as  open  questions,  might  be  reserved  for  future  more 
complete  understanding.”  Among  these  matters  he  places  the 
doctrine  of  ordination  (whether  or  not  ordination  rests  on 
divine  institution)  and  of  the  relation  between  the  ministerial 
office  and  the  validity  of  the  Sacrament,  and  these  alleged 
open  questions  he  terms  something  “that  has  come  down  to 
us  as  not  yet  fully  determined,”  points  which  “rather  belong 
to  the  dubia,  the  unfinished  matters,”  on  which  the  Lutheran 
Church  for  three  hundred  years  did  not  face  the  necessity  of 
making  a  decision,”  “questions  which  have  not  yet  been 
concluded  and  which  the  Church  for  three  centuries  has 
been  satisfied  to  regard  as  unfinished  business  and  almost,  as 
it  were,  to  ignore.”  (Unsere  kirchliche  L age.  By  W.  Loehe. 
Noerdlingen,  1850,  pp.  91,  114,  118,  119.)  In  the  same  way 
Pastor  Loehe  writes  furthermore:  “I  do  not  say  a  priori  that 
the  ministerial  office  is  really  a  necessary  condition  for  the 
validity  and  power  of  the  Sacrament.  I  will  leave  that  matter 
in  abeyance.  But  because  the  Lutheran  practise  does  not 
agree  with  the  usual  view  and,  at  any  rate  for  the  practical 
minister,  it  is  essential  to  have  a  definite  theory,  it  seems  to 
me  that,  since  the  confessional  writings  are  silent  on  this 
question,  the  matter  is  still  undecided  although  urgently 
requiring  a  decision,  and  I  consider  it  best  to  look  at  it  in 
this  light.”  (Ib.,  p.  117.) 

A  similar  declaration  was  given  by  all  the  members  of  the 
theological  faculty  in  Dorpat  who  were  present  at  the  time, 
Professors  and  Doctors  Harnack,  Kurtz,  v.  Oettingen,  v.  En- 
gelhardt,  and  Volck,  in  a  theological  opinion  on  agreement 
in  matters  of  doctrine,  written  and  published  at  the  request 
of  the  Iowa  Synod.  In  this  opinion  we  read  among  other 
things:  “The  Confessions  are.  as  it  were,  the  mile-stones  in¬ 
dicating  the  development  of  the  Church.  .  .  .  Accordingly  our 
Confessions  contain,  in  addition  to  those  articles  and  doc¬ 
trines  of  faith  that  have  been  symbolically  discussed  and 
fixed,  such  elements  also  of  the  universal  Christian  and 
ecclesiastical  creed  (we  refer  to  the  Apostolic  Creed)  as 
partly  are  still  in  the  process  of  development,  partly  are 
not  yet  at  all  or  merely  by  way  of  beginning  affected  by  the 
historical  evolution  of  doctrine,  because  the  Church  has  had 
occasion  to  express  itself  on  them  hitherto  merely  from  one 
point  of  view  or  because  they  have  not  as  yet  become  the 
subject  of  more  thorough  explanation  and  definition.  In  both 
cases,  it  is  true,  that  which  has  been  symbolically  gained 
and  fixed  is  presupposed  as  the  norm  and  basis  for  further 
study  and  confessional  pronouncements  of  the  Church;  how¬ 
ever,  in  this  period  different  opinions  and  convictions  are 
not  only  unavoidable  but  justified  and  permissible.  This  pre¬ 
supposes,  of  course,  that  such  matters,  in  the  first  place,  are 
subject  to  the  conditions  which  underlie  the  confessional 
activity  of  the  Church  itself,  that  is,  that  they  do  not  contra¬ 
dict  the  Word  of  God  and  the  ecclesiastical  consensus  doc- 
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trinae  and  that  furthermore  the  claim  be  not  made  that  they 
possess  the  dignity  of  publicly  accepted  dogmas,  whose  re¬ 
jection  would  be  divisive  of  church-fellowship.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  they  must  be  regarded  merely  as  what  they  are, 
Christian  convictions  and  exegetical  conclusions,  which, 
though  made  conscientiously  and  agreeing  with  the  analogy 
of  faith,  nevertheless  have  a  private  and  individual  character. 
Yes,  even  relative  errors  which  at  this  stage  of  affairs  are 
unavoidable  can  be  borne  by  the  Church  without  endanger¬ 
ing  its  doctrinal  unity.  It  will  have  to  take  this  course,  if 
for  no  other  reason  than  that  it  is  not  yet  in  a  position’  to 
point  to  the  error  as  one  condemned  by  the  Church. 

It  is  only  after  this  exposition  of  the  difference  between 
a  confession  and  confessional  writings  and,  furthermore,  the 
exposition  of  the  historical  nature  of  our  Confessions,  which 
constantly  grow  and  develop  (a  characteristic  on  which  rests 
the  contrast,  on  the  one  hand,  between  fixed  and  developing, 
that  is,  not  yet  finished,  dogmas  in  the  Confessions  them¬ 
selves  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  distinction  between 
ecclesiastical  dogmas  and  Christian  theological  convictions), 
that  we  are  able  definitely  to  dispose  of  our  question.  .  .  ! 
For  the  Church  and  its  existence  (and  that  is  the  vital  issue 
in  the  consideration  of  this  question)  at  present  merely  that 
is  fundamental,  as  we  have  shown,  which  the  Church  has 
obtained  from  the  Scriptures  as  saving  knowledge  and  has 
laid  down  in  its  Symbolical  Books  as  its  confession.  ...  An 
articulate  and  explicit  unity  in  those  teachings  that  have  not 
yet  become  ecclesiastical  dogmas  but  which  at  the  same  time 
do  not  contradict  the  consensus  fidei  of  the  dogmas  that  have 
been  accepted,  can  by  no  means  be  demanded,  and  the  reason 
is  simply  this,  that  there  exists  as  yet  no  acknowledged  norm 
for  their  ecclesiastical  status,  and  the  question  as  to  their 
agreement  with  Scripture  is  still  a  matter  of  undecided  con¬ 
troversy.  Accordingly  these  truths,  viewed  from  the  position 
of  consensus  in  doctrine,  are  for  the  Church  still  open  ques¬ 
tions,  left  to  the  Christian  and  denominational  conscience  of 
the  individual  and  to  his  investigation  of  Scripture-teaching. 
It  may  be  that  different  convictions  will  arise,  but  these  may 
exist  alongside  each  other  without  endangering  the  doctrinal 
unity  in  the  Church.  For  it  is  dissension  only  in  the  funda¬ 
mental  truths  taught  by  the  Church  that  is  incompatible  with 
the  ‘consentire  de  doctrina’  which  the  Augsburg  Confession 
terms  ‘indispensable  for  the  unitas  ecclesiae.’ 

“If  we  now  survey  our  whole  exposition,  our  answer  to 
your  first  question  must  be  to  the  effect:  1.  that  it  not  only 
is  not  contrary  to  the  spirit  and  character  of  the  Church  and 
its  strict  confessional  unity  required  for  church-fellowship 
but  altogether  in  keeping  with  it  if  we  distinguish  between 
fundamental  doctrines,  that  is,  in  this  case,  doctrines  that 
have  been  defined  in  the  confessional  writings,  and  doctrines 
that  are  not  yet  fundamental,  that  is,  such  as  have  up  to  this 
time  become  subject  to  a  decision  of  the  Church  either  only 
in  part  or  not  at  all.  Finally,  in  keeping  with  the  foregoing, 
the  faculty  speaks  of  “justified  freedom  in  the  Church  with 
reference  to  doctrinal  questions  that  are  still  open.”  ( Opinion 
of  the  Theological  Faculty  of  Dor-pat,  etc.,  pp.  12—16,  31.) 

In,  these  declarations  a  distinction  is  made  between  those 
teachings  which  have  been  laid  down  in  the  Symbolical 
Books  and  those  which  have  not  been  thus  defined;  between 
the  teachings  which  have  passed  through  controversies,  have 
been  publicly  and  frequently  proved  to  be  Scriptural,  been 
shown  to  be  of  high  importance  for  faith  and  life  and  to 
have  an  indissoluble  connection  with  the  totality  of  doctrine, 
and  have  been  thoroughly  expounded  and  presented  in  their 
richness  and  fulness,  and  those  doctrines  concerning  which 
such  statements  cannot  be  made.  We,  too,  admit  that  there 
is  a  great  difference  between  these  two  classes.  Without 
doubt  errors,  for  instance,  in  the  doctrine  pertaining  to  the 
person  of  Christ  after  the  Arian,  Nestorian,  and  Eutychian 
controversies  have  an  altogether  different  significance  from 
what  they  had  before.  The  same  must  be  said  of  errors  in 
the  doctrine  of  original  sin,  of  free  will,  of  nature  and  grace, 
alter  the  Pelagian  controversies,  of  errors  in  the  teaching  of 
justification  after  the  Reformation,  of  errors  in  the  doctrine 
o  the  Lord  s  Supper  after  the  so-called  Sacramentarian  con¬ 
troversy,  and  errors  of  a  Lutheran  minister  pertaining  to  any 
doctrine  found  in  the  Symbolical  Books  after  the  latter  had 
been  written  and  accepted  by  our  Church.  To  deny  this  dif¬ 
ference  would  be  equivalent  to  denying  the  blessing  which 
Cod  always  has  in  store  for  His  Church  when  He  permits 
erronsts  to  attack  its  treasure,  Is.  28:19;  1  Cor.  11:19. 


We  heartily  subscribe  to  the  words  of  Dannhauer-  “Fun¬ 
damental  articles  can,  it  is  true,  without  injury  to  one’s 
salvation  be  both  unknown  and  denied  either  before  thev 
have  been  revealed  (for  without  injury  to  her  salvation  Eve 
did  not  know  that  the  Messiah  would  be  the  Son  of  a  virgin 
tor  as  yet  the  revelation  pertaining  to  the  Virgin  Birth’ 
found  in  Is.  7,  had  not  been  given;  Nathanael  is  called  a  true 
Israelite  even  though  he  denied  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth  was 
the  Messiah)  or  before  a  clear  and  sufficient  explanation  of 
the  revelation.  For  this  reason  the  fundamental  errors  of  the 
Church  Fathers  who  were  swept  into  not  yet  sufficiently 
unfolded  (evolutas)  controversies,  before  the  ice  was  broken 
are  called  spots  or  imperfections  (naevi),  not  heresies.  But 
alter  these  matters  have  been  revealed,  they  can  neither 
remain  unknown  nor  be  denied  without  injury  to  one’s 
salvation.  They  cannot  remain  unknown  because  we  owe 
Cod  progress  in  that  which  is  good,  Matt.  25: 14  ff-  Heb.  5:12- 
2  Pet.  3:18;  1  Cor.  14:20;  Eph.  4:14.  Everybody  is  obligated  to 
strive  for  perfection  though  not  to  reach  perfection.  Hence 
the  unbelief  of  a  person  becomes  more  or  less  excusable 
according  to  the  degree  of  the  light  offered  him.  Unbelief 
which  directly  opposes  the  foundation  of  faith  condemns 
a  person;  the  degree  of  the  punishment  varies  with  the 
degree  of  unbelief  and  the  latter  again  with  the  degree  of 
the  light  that  had  been  furnished.  Thus  the  ignorance  of 
barbarians  is  more  excusable  than  that  of  Christians,  that 
of  the  latter  more  than  that  of  Lutherans;  among  the  latter 
again,  the  ignorance  of  the  rank  and  file  is  more  excusable 
than  that  of  the  men  who  possess  golden  opportunities  for 
progress;  the  ignorance  of  laymen  is  more  excusable  than 
that  of  teachers,  and  among  the  latter  the  ignorance  of  those 
who  have  devoted  themselves  entirely  to  the  study  of  theol¬ 
ogy  is  less  excusable  than  that  of  the  others.  Nor  dare  these 
articles  be  denied,  because  whoever  denies  one  article  denies 
all  just  as  he  who  breaks  one  link  in  a  chain  breaks  all” 
(Chnsteis.  Witenbergae,  1696,  p.  45  s.) 

Dannhauer  writes  at  another  place:  “An  error  which  evi¬ 
dently  opposes  a  fundamental  article  can  more  readily  be 
pardoned  when  it  has  not  yet  been  sufficiently  revealed  or 
explained  than  after  such  revelation  and  explanation  have' 
been  given  Nathanael  could  err  with  respect  to  the  person 
of  Jesus  of  Nazareth  without  injury  to  his  salvation-  he 
could  not  do  it,  however,  after  the  resurrection  of  Christ  and 
the  proclamation  of  the  apostles  through  which  it  was  made 
manifest  to  the  whole  world  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth  is  the 
Messiah.  According  to  this  principle  the  initial  error  of 
Flacius  could  be  regarded  pardonable  because  in  the  heat 
of  the  controversy  he  at  first  did  not  see  that  by  implication 
his  view  made  God  the  cause  of  sin.  What  could  be  par¬ 
doned  in  Flacius  could  not  be  pardoned  in  his  followers. 
Ibis  is  true  hkewise  with  respect  to  the  inference  drawn 
irom  an  article  and  opposing  faith  or  an  article  of  faith  if 
the  inference  has  been  thoroughly  explained  and  it  is  of 
a  nature  which  everybody  can  easily  understand.  People 
as  a  rule,  are  not  so  dense  as  to  let  themselves  be  deceived 
where  simple  mathematical  processes  are  involved.  Now 
whoever  can  handle  figures  can  understand,  and  more  easily 
from  doctrines  of  faith”  (Sl<jallon- 

All  this,  as  stated  above,  we  heartily  accept;  but  to  con¬ 
struct  on  the  basis  of  this  difference  the  theory  sponsored  in 

and  "clangeroifs  Subm*tted  we  have  to  °PP°se  as  both  illogical 

[In  support  of  our  rejection  of  the  theory  sponsored  in  the 
quotations  submitted,  we  point  to  the  following  ] 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  not  true  that  our  dogmas  come  into 
“  meuCe  grad,lla  y,and  that  hence  there  are  articles  of  faith 
which  are  still  in  the  process  of  formation,  and  others  which 
as  yet  have  either  not  at  all  or  merely  by  way  of  beginning 
been  drawn  into  the  stream  of  events  in  which  dogmas  take 
shape  It  is  not  true  that  some  articles  of  faith  have  come 
down  to  us  as  undecided,  unfinished  questions,  incomplete 
structures,  as  open  questions,”  because  concerning  these 
things  one  does  not  yet  find  unanimous  agreement  in  the 
Lutheran  Church.  This  theory,  held  and  advocated  with 
more  or  less  emphasis  by  almost  all  modern  theologians 
though  entirely  unknown  to  the  old  orthodox  theologians  of 
our  Chuich,  we  consider  the  jtowtov  of  modern  theol- 

,  .  .  hold  that  Dannhauer  is  here  speaking  of  normal  situatirmc 
Christian  countries,  where  everybody  can  be  expected 
to  come  into  some  contact  with  the  New  Testament  messaged  A 
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ogy;  as  we  view  it,  it  is  merely  a  daughter  of  Rationalism 
appearing  in  Christian  dress,  a  sister  of  Romanism  hiding 
behind  a  Protestant  mask,  and  a  fruitful  mother  of  large 
families  of  heresies.  With  respect  to  the  Rationalists  it  is 
well  known  that  they  were  the  first  to  describe  dogmas  not 
as  the  unchangeable,  divine,  fundamental  truths  of  Christi¬ 
anity  but  as  doctrinal  opinions  which  had  arisen  in  a  scien¬ 
tific  process  or  which  had  been  elevated  by  the  various 
denominations  to  the  position  of  ecclesiastical  teaching  and 
were  considered  authoritative  in  the  respective  age.  For  this 
reason  they  strictly  distinguished  between  doctrines  of  the 
Church  and  of  the  Bible;  the  former  they  looked  upon  as 
a  presentation  of  beliefs  of  the  Church  which  come  and  go 
and  are  subject  to  constant  change,  the  latter  as  a  presenta¬ 
tion  of  the  eternal  Christian  doctrine,  having  validity  for  all 
time,  although,  of  course,  they  identified  these  eternal  doc¬ 
trines  with  the  thin,  watery  soup  cooked  in  the  kitchen  of 
their  own  common  sense.  One  of  the  chief  representatives  of 
this  crass  Rationalism,  Bretschneider,  writes,  for  instance: 
“We  must  distinguish  between  Christian  theology”  (which 
in  the  mind  of  Bretschneider  is  Rationalism)  “and  dogmatic, 
a  distinction  based  on  the  name  itself,  for  <V>ypa  means 
placitum,  opinion,  and  that  correctly  describes  dogmatic.  It 
represents  the  subjective  view  of  individual  parties  or  teach¬ 
ers.  As  soon  as  these  subjective  views  were  fixed  by  some 
public  authority,  public  dogmatic  arose,  which,  using  the 
word  in  the  wider  sense,  might  be  called  a  presentation  of 
the  teachings  submitted  in  the  various  confessions.  This 
process  started  in  the  third  century  and  was  carried  on 
through  the  Christian  councils  and  the  confessions,  or  sym¬ 
bols,  which  they  sanctioned.  Dogmatic  was  enlarged  when 
various  churches  and  parties  arose  which  publicly  stated 
their  opinion  concerning  Christian  teaching.”  In  the  following 
Bretschneider,  however,  admits  that  after  the  Reformation 
dogmatic  was  regarded  in  our  Church  as  identical  with 
Christian  or  Biblical  theology.  (Handbuch  der  Dogm.  der 
ev.-luth.  K.  von  Bretschneider.  Reutlingen,  1823.  I;  24  f.) 
Essentially  Schleiermacher  did  not  change  this  rationalistic 
view  when  he  began  his  dogmatic  with  these  words;  “Dog¬ 
matic  theology  is  the  science  pertaining  to  the  relation  of  the 
various  doctrines  obtaining  at  a  certain  time  in  a  Christian 
denomination.”  He  then  proceeds:  “Every  presentation  of 
doctrine,  regardless  of  its  comprehensiveness  and  perfection, 
in  the  course  of  time  loses  its  original  significance  and  retains 
merely  a  historical  importance.  For  unnoticeable  changes 
take  place  all  the  time  wherever  there  is  a  lively  exchange 
of  thought;  changes  depend  on  various  factors  making  for 
development.”  (Der  christl.  Glaube.  Reutlingen,  1828.  1:11, 
12.)  In  calling  the  theory  of  a  successive  development  of 
doctrine  as  taught  by  modern  theologians  a  daughter  of 
Rationalism  coming  in  a  Christian  dress,  we,  of  course,  do 
not  intend  to  impute  to  these  men  the  view  that  the  dogmas 
of  the  Church  are  nothing  but  temporary  opinions  having 
the  sanction  of  church-bodies.  What  we  wish  to  maintain  is 
merely  that  the  view  prevailing  at  present,  holding  doctrines 
to  be  merely  the  results  of  historical  movements,  is  of  ra¬ 
tionalistic  origin.  No  proof  is  needed  to  show  that  Roman 
Catholics  also  teach  the  gradual  rise  of  dogma;  but  a  few 
years  ago  we  beheld  the  spectacle  of  the  present  Pope’s 
declaring  the  teaching  of  the  Virgin  Mary’s  immaculate  con¬ 
ception,  which  before  had  been  considered  an  open  question, 
to  be  a  dogma  and  now  binding  for  all  “believers,”  and  just 
now,  according  to  reports,  the  alleged  heir  of  Peter’s  epis¬ 
copal  throne  is  preparing  to  enrich  his  Church  again  through 
a  new  dogma  by  decreeing  his  own  infallibility.  While  mod¬ 
ern  Lutheran  theologians  are  far  removed  from  the  position 
which  would  vindicate  the  right  of  the  Roman  Church  or 
even  the  Pope  to  create  new  articles  of  faith,  their  theory 
that  dogmas  come  into  existence  gradually,  that  on  certain 
points  a  “unanimous  consensus”  arises,  or  that  the  Church 
has  finally  “pronounced”  and  “decided”  with  respect  to  such 
matters,  is  nothing  but  a  sister  of  Romanism,  having  put 
on  a  Protestant  mask. 

There  are  especially  two  reasons  why  an  orthodox  Chris¬ 
tian  cannot  adopt  but  must  decidedly  reject  this  theory.  In 
the  first  place,  this  theory  opposes  the  clear  teaching  of  the 
Word  of  God  that  the  Church  at  all  times  is  one,  and  one 
only.  Clearly  and  definitely  Christ  says:  “Other  sheep  I  have 
which  are  not  of  this  fold.  Them  also  I  must  bring,  and  they 
shall  hear  My  voice;  and  there  shall  be  one  fold  and  one 
Shepherd,”  John  10: 16.  This  unitas  ec clesiae  which  all 


Christendom  confesses  in  the  Nicene  Creed  is  before  every¬ 
thing  else  a  unity  in  the  doctrine  of  faith.  In  this  point 
substantially  even  the  Church  of  the  Old  Testament  is  one 
with  that  of  the  New  Testament.  Peter  says  at  the  first 
apostolic  council:  “We  believe  that  through  the  grace  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  we  shall  be  saved  even  as  they,”  Acts  15: 
11,  and  Paul  testifies  before  Agrippa:  “I  continue  unto  this 
day,  witnessing  both  to  small  and  great,  saying  none  other 
things  than  those  which  the  prophets  and  Moses  did  say 
should  come,”  Acts  26:22;  cf.  13:32,33.  How  otherwise  could 
Christ  and  the  apostles  have  justly  appealed  to  the  Old  Tes¬ 
tament  with  respect  to  all  teachings  they  proclaimed  and 
have  asked  their  hearers  to  examine  according  to  this  norm 
everything  that  they  preached  (John  5:39,45-47;  Acts  17:11) 
if  they  had  set  forth  a  new  doctrine  of  faith  not  yet  revealed 
to  the  Jewish  Church  in  the  writings  of  the  Old  Covenant? 
If  we  accordingly  have  to  believe  that  even  the  Old  and 
New  Testament  churches  in  their  teachings  are  one,  how 
much  more  is  this  true  of  the  Church  of  the  New  Testament 
in  its  various  periods  of  existence!  Paul  states  clearly  that 
the  Church  is  “built  on  the  foundation  of  the  apostles  and 
prophets,”  Eph.2:20.  This  foundation  of  the  apostles  and 
prophets,  however,  is  nothing  else  than  the  total  number  of 
articles  of  faith  taught  by  the  apostles  and  prophets.  Clear, 
furthermore,  is  the  expression  of  the  apostle  in  which  he 
terms  the  Church  the  mother  of  all  believers,  Gal.  4:26.  This 
position,  however,  the  Church  holds  because  it  possesses, 
preserves,  and  uses  that  doctrine  through  which  men  are 
brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  true  saving  faith  and  are 
kept  in  it,  and  because  in  this  manner  the  Church  constantly 
perpetuates  itself.  Referring  to  the  faith  of  the  Church  in 
general,  the  Scriptures  speak  of  “one  faith,”  Eph.  4:5;  they 
furthermore  do  not  point  to  it  as  something  which  the 
Church  would  have  to  seek,  to  discover,  and  to  acquire 
through  a  struggle,  but  they  refer  to  it  as  the  faith  which 
was  once  delivered  unto  the  saints  and  for  which  the  Church 
would  have  to  contend,  Jude  3.  While  in  the  Word  of  God 
the  true  disciples  of  Christ,  or  the  true  members  of  the 
Church,  are  represented  as  the  people  that  know  the  truth, 
John  8:32,  it  is  merely  the  hypocrites,  outwardly  joined  to 
the  Church,  who  are  described  as  people  that  are  “ever 
learning  and  never  able  to  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
truth,”  2  Tim.  3: 7.  The  modern  theory,  however,  which  holds 
that  dogmas  are  formed  gradually,  makes  the  Church  a 
philosophical  school,  whose  task  it  is  eternally  to  be  looking 
for  the  truth,  while  according  to  the  Word  of  God  the 
Church  is  the  mistress  (“Hausehre”)  to  whom  the  truth  has 
been  entrusted  as  her  most  precious  treasure,  as  the  good 
thing  which  has  been  committed  unto  her  to  keep  it  by  the 
Holy  Ghost,  2  Tim.  1:13, 14;  1  Tim.  6:20.  Through  this  theory 
the  Church  is  made  to  resemble  the  human  being  who  after 
his  birth  is  still  unconscious,  gradually,  however,  as  the  years 
progress,  becomes  conscious  of  his  environments,  gathers 
knowledge,  and  by  and  by  arrives  at  the  state  of  maturity, 
while  according  to  the  testimony  of  the  apostle  the  Corin¬ 
thian  Church,  for  instance,  was  already  in  the  apostolic  age 
enriched  “in  all  utterance  and  in  all  knowledge,”  so  that  the 
Corinthian  Christians  “did  not  come  behind  in  any  gift, 
waiting  for  the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,”  1  Cor.  1:5,  7. 
It  is  true  that  the  Word  of  God  prophesies,  and  the  history 
of  the  Church  confirms,  that  the  Church  does  not  always 
stand  before  us  in  the  same  brilliant  light  of  pure  public 
preaching,  that  it  rather,  to  use  the  figure  of  the  ancients, 
in  this  respect  decreases  and  increases  like  the  moon,  that  it 
experiences  times  of  special  gracious  visitation  and  then 
again  declines.  But  it  is  an  error  to  say  that  the  Church  from 
century  to  century  accumulates  an  ever-growing  fund  of 
divine  teachings  and  according  to  the  law  of  historical  devel¬ 
opment  arrives  at  constantly  enhanced  depths  and  riches  of 
knowledge.  We  admit  that  the  Church  all  the  time,  through 
“men  that  arise  in  its  midst  and  who  speak  perverse  things 
to  draw  away  disciples  after  them,”  Acts  20:30,  is  compelled 
to  formulate  with  increasing  precision  the  pure  doctrine  which 
it  possesses  in  order  that  the  fraudulent  errorists  may  be  un¬ 
masked  and  false  teachings  be  kept  from  creeping  into  it 
through  ambiguous  phraseology;  but  this  does  not  imply  that 
the  number  of  its  dogmas  grows;  they  are  through  this  activ¬ 
ity  merely  safeguarded  ever  more  carefully  against  the  danger 
cf  becoming  perverted.  That  Christ  is  opooumo;  with  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  that  the  union  of  the  divine  and  human  nature  in  Christ 
took  place  davyyfno)^,  <’ri  ni'.ro)',  uSiouoetok,  (1x(i)0iotwS>  that 
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Mary  was  fleoroxo;,  that  “in,  with,  and  under”  the  bread  and 
wine  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  Christ’s  body  and  blood  are  actu¬ 
ally  present,  are  given,  and  are  orally  received  by  worthy  and 
unworthy  communicants,  —  these  are,  it  is  true,  dogmatic 
expressions  which  were  not  found  in  the  orthodox  Church 
till  the  days  of  Arius,  Nestorius,  Eutyches,  and  Zwingli-  but 
they  are  not  new  dogmas.  Furthermore,  we  do  not  deny 
that  through  continued  searching  of  the  Scriptures  by  the 
Church  some  things  are  by  and  by  cleared  up  which  before, 
through  imperfect  acquaintance  with  the  languages  and  his¬ 
tory,  had  been  unknown;  we  admit  that  in  this  manner  the 
content  of  the  various  doctrines  of  faith  at  times  is  set  forth 
and  unfolded  in  a  higher  degree  than  before  and  that  from 
this  point  of  view  we  may  indeed  speak  of  a  progress  in 
knowledge.  But  this  by  no  means  implies  the  gradual  origin 
and  increase  of  dogmas  which  modern  theology  teaches;  we 
must  rather  say  that  through  this  course  that  which  already 
is  known  receives  new  confirmation,  or  the  Church  becomes 
aware  of  certain  inferences  and  corollaries  of  its  dogmas 
which  it  had  not  noticed  before.  It  must  not  be  forgotten 
that  it  is  by  agreement  with  the  Church  of  all  ages  in  matters 
°u  ^  the  so-called  successio  doctrinalis, 

that  the  Church  of  any  given  period  must  prove  itself  not  to 
be  a  new,  a  false  Church,  but  a  part  of  the  Church  universal. 


That  our  Church  never  entertained  the  idea  of  a  gradual 
formation  of  dogmas  but  that  this  notion  arose  in  the  period 
of  decay  hardly  requires  any  proof.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
doctrinal  articles  of  the  Augsburg  Confession  our  Church 
expressly  appeals  not  only  to  its  agreement  with  Holy  Scrip¬ 
ture,  but  with  “the  Church  catholic”  (ecclesia  catholica) 
yes,  even  with  the  old  “Roman”  Church  “as  known  from  its 
writers.”  Hence  the  authors  declare  [in  the  German  version] 
they  hold  their  “opponents  cannot  be  at  variance  with  them 
in  these  articles.”  How  emphatically  Luther  stresses  his 
agreement  with  the  old  Church  and  how  he  again  and  again 
asserts  that  all  dogmas  which  he  teaches  are  not  new  but 
that  the  Church  of  the  Reformation  has  remained  loyal  to 
the  old  Church  and  its  teachings,  that  contrariwise  the 
papistic  Church  has  defected  from  the  old  Church  and  its 
teachings  and  has  become  a  new  and  therefore  a  false 
Church,  is  well  known.  Let  the  reader  compare  the  elabo¬ 
rate  proof  which  Luther  submits  in  his  essay  against  Duke 
Heinrich  von  Braunschweig,  in  which  he  among  other  things 
to  quote  merely  a  few  brief  sentences,  writes:  “We  invent 
nothing  new  but  stay  with,  and  adhere  to,  the  old  Word  of 
God  as  the  Church  possessed  it;  for  this  reason  we  with  it 
constitute  the  true  old  Church,  as  one  body,  which  teaches 
and  believes  one  divine  Word.  Hence  the  papists  again 
blaspheme  Christ  Himself,  the  apostles,  and  all  Christianity 
by  calling  us  innovators  and  heretics.  For  they  do  not  find 
anything  with  us  except  the  old  treasure  of  the  ancient 
Vyxxtt cl? ?  likeness  and  complete  unity  with  the  latter.” 

■  rlL6 59'  In  another  Passage  Luther  writes:  “The  Chris¬ 
tian  Church  is  dispersed  throughout  the  whole  world’  it 
believes  as  I  believe,  and  I  believe  as  it  believes;  we  have 
?°mCO  m0?,0r  discrepancy  in  our  faith.”  (Comments  on  John 
/:4U;  VII,  2347.)  For  this  reason  Luther  says  expressly:  “We 
on  our  part  have  never  asked  for  a  council  to  reform  our 
churches.  (XVII,  1693.)  Hence,  while  modern  theologians 
consider  the  history  of  dogma  at  best  as  the  history  of  the 
formation  of  dogma  and  treat  it  as  such,  the  old  orthodox 
theologians  treating  this  subiect  rather  manifest  the  tendency 
to  furnish  the  proof  that  the  true  doctrine  always  was  to 
be  found  in  the  Church  and  that  we  Lutherans  therefore,  on 
the  basis  of  the  successio  doctrinalis,  may  well  make  'the 
claim  that  our  congregations  are  orthodox.  Hence  Heinrich 
Lckhart,  for  instance,  in  the  title  of  his  patristic  compendium 
characterizes  this  work  as  one  “in  which  the  agreement  of 
pious  antiquity  with  the  confession  of  our  churches  is  dem¬ 
onstrated  m  every  article  of  theological  instruction,  and  the 
clamor  of  the  opponents  alleging  newness  of  doctrine  on  our 
part  is  proved  false.”  (Compendium  Theol.  Patrum  etc 
Jenae,  1606.)  To  give  another  example,  J.  W.  Baier  in  the 
foreword  of  his  excellent  History  of  Dogma,  defines  this 
branch  of  theological  study  thus:  “It  is  historical  theology 
which  reports  the  doctrine  of  religion  and  the  treatment 
accorded  it  m  the  various  generations  and  periods  in  order 
that  a  person  may  thereby  convince  himself  of  the  unbroken 
preservation  of  the  true  doctrine  and  of  the  succession  of 
i*?nnlrUe  ^“urc^-  (Compend.  Theol.  Historicae.  Vinariae, 


The  attitude  of  our  Church  toward  the  modern  theory  of 
dogmatic  evolution  may  furthermore  be  gathered  from  the 
attributes  with  which  our  Church  invests  articles  of  faith 
H  Kromayer  for  instance,  writes:  “We  promise,  1.  that  the 
articles  which  one  must  know  to  be  saved  are  articles  be 
longmg  to  aH  times,  that  is,  that  they  are  found  in  both  the 
Old  and  the  New  Testament,  just  as  the  apostle  says  Eph 
4:5,  one  Lord,  one  faith’  (that  is,  the  faith  which  is  believed' 
not  by  which  one  believes,  faith  in  the  objective  sense  that 
is,  the  doctrine  which  is  to  be  accepted  by  faith,  is  meant 
and  not  subjective  faith,  which  apprehends  the  merits  of 
Christ  and  is  differentiated  from  the  objects  to  which  it  is 
directed  ).  (Theol.  Positivo-Polem.  Lips.,  1677  p  1)  Calo- 
vius  ascribes  seven  attributes  to  the  articles  of  faith:  1.  truth 
and  certainty;  2.  sublimity,  the  quality  of  transcending  the 
powers  of  apprehension  of  human  reason;  3.  incapability  of 
being  proved  scientifically  [Inevidenz] ;  4.  necessity;  5  con¬ 
nection  with  the  way  of  salvation;  6.  mutual  relationship- 
7  harmony.  With  respect  to  number  4  he  states:  “The  articles 
of  faith  have  to  be  believed,  and  hence  they  are  unchangeable 
and  always  have  the  same  quality,  as  far  as  that  which  is  to 
be  believed  is  concerned.  .  .  .  This  necessity,  however  is  of 
various  kinds.”  (System.  I,  771  sq  )  ’ 


Again,  our  orthodox  theologians  definitely  reject  the  view 
that  there  is  a  gradual  formation  of  articles  of  faith  With 
respect  to  the  argument  that  no  one  can  say  that  the  articles 
of  faith  increase,  Musaeus,  for  instance,  states:  “It  does  not 
matter  that  the  view  is  expressed  that  the  fundamental 
articles  of  faith  in  the  Church  cannot  increase.  This  we  by 
no  means  deny;  on  the  contrary,  we  all  confess  with  one 
mouth  that  everything  that  one  must  believe  to  be  saved  was 
already  taught  orally  by  the  apostles  and  that  it  was  received 
into  the  Holy  Scriptures  and  thus  handed  down  in  written 
form  to  posterity  and  that  nothing  deserves  to  be  placed 
among  the  necessary  articles  of  faith  excepting  that  which 
is  contained  in  Holy  Scripture  and  on  that  basis  was  always 
taught  in  the  catholic  Church  and  always  believed.  This  is 
true,  even  if  an  angel  from  heaven  should  teach  something 
new  and  different,  Gal.  1:8.  But  it  is  one  thing  to  say  that 
the  fundamental  articles  cannot  grow  and  another  thing  that 
the  heresies  which  oppose  the  foundation  of  faith  cannot 
grow.  .  The  truth  contained  in  each  article  of  faith  is 
one  and  simple.  The  error,  however,  through  which  it  may 
directly  or  indirectly,  be  shaken  or  subverted  is  of  various 
kinds  and  complex.  The  primitive  Church  merely  taught  and 
expounded  the  truth  in  words  that  were  sufficiently  clear 
without  regard  to  foreign  and  subtle,  at  that  time  neither 
existent  nor  known,  interpretations,  which  in  the  course  of 
time  the  impiety  of  men  has  invented  for  the  perversion  of 
the  true  sense  of  Scripture.  But  after  these  perversions  of 
Scripture  had  begun  to  invade  the  Church  and  thereby 
heresies  had  taken  their  rise,  the  teachers  of  the  Church 
began  to  explain  the  truth  of  faith  more  distinctly  and  to 
guard  the  true  sense  of  the  Scriptures  against  the  fictitious 
interpretations  of  the  human  mind.”  (Tractatus  de  Ecclesia. 
Jenae,  1671.  II,  317  sq.)  J.  Adam  Scherzer,  a  Leipzig  theolo- 
gian,  writes  thus:  “The  schoolmen  say  that  the  articles  of 
taith  grew  with  respect  to  conscious  apprehension  (quoad 
cogmtionem  explicitam);  this  is  the  secret  and  arcanum  for 
!™,<pr0|r?ss  ?f  scho]astic  theology.”  (System.  Theol.  Lips., 
1704  p.  8.)  This  applies  likewise  to  modern  theology  in  the 
Lutheran  Church.  The  assumption  that  dogmas  are  formed 
only  gradually  is  its  moving  principle.  As  long  as  this  as¬ 
sumption  is  granted,  it  is  impossible  to  stop  the  bringing  in 
ot  innovations  and  the  process  of  dissolution,  and  the  return 
to  the  one  old,  immutable,  everlasting  truth  of  the  Church 
universal  is  effectually  blocked. 

The  assumption  of  a  successive  origin  of  dogmas  through 
so-called  decisions  of  the  Church,  by  which  some  men  seek 
to  uphold  the  modern  theory  of  open  questions,  militates 
m  the  second  place,  against  the  relationship  existing  between 
Scnpture  and  Christian  faith.  Besides  its  clarity,  which 
should  enable  every  one  to  comprehend  its  articles  of  faith 
and,  furthermore,  its  power  to  generate  faith  in  those  articles’ 
scripture  possesses  1)  perfection  or  sufficiency,  i.e.,  the  at¬ 
tribute  of  containing  and  presenting  in  clear  and  convincing 
words  all  the  dogmas  which  one  must  know  and  believe  in 
older  to  be  saved;  and  2)  canonical,  normative  authority 
according  to  which  it  alone  decides  whether  a  certain  dogma 
is  truly  Christian  or  not.  Scripture,  in  short,  is  the  only  cri¬ 
terion  for  determining  the  Christian  religion  and  theology 
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the  only  source  of  Christian  truth  from  which  we  can  actu¬ 
ally  draw  reliable  facts,  the  only  rule  and  norm  of  all  faith 
and  life,  and  the  supreme  judge,  rendering  the  final  decision 
in  all  controversies  on  any  points  of  faith. 

No  special  proof  is  necessary  for  these  statements  among 
those  who  want  to  be  true  Protestants.  But  the  Scriptural 
principle  mentioned  above  is  unequivocably  rejected  by  all 
those  modern  theologians  who  claim  that  dogmas  are  gradu¬ 
ally  formulated  and  finally  established  by  the  unanimous 
consent  and  decisions  of  the  Church.  Their  opinion  is  that, 
as  long  as  the  Church  has  not  yet  definitely  spoken,  certain 
dogmas  cannot  be  considered  as  conclusively  settled,  because 
they  are  “still  pending  and  unfinished,”  “still  in  a  nascent 
stage,”  “not  yet  fundamental  doctrines,”  “for  the  time  being 
only  private  and  individual  points  of  view  which  in  them¬ 
selves  may  be  well-founded  Christian  convictions  and  the 
current  results  of  conscientious  and  faithful  Bible-study,” 
and  consequently  “differing  opinions  and  convictions  are  not 
only  unavoidable  but  also  justified  and  permissible,  since  the 
question  regarding  their  Scripturalness  is  still  undecided.” 
Therefore,  they  say,  since  these  dogmas  are  still  “open  ques¬ 
tions,”  every  one  must  have  the  privilege  of  exercising  his 
“permissible  ecclesiastical  freedom”  therein,  or  “perhaps  it 
would  be  better  to  exclude  altogether  from  the  Christian 
pulpit  those  points  which  are  most  in  dispute.” 

From  their  point  of  view,  then,  any  one  has  the  liberty  to 
accept  or  reject  what  God  has  revealed  and  decided  in  His 
Word  as  long  as  the  Church  has  not  yet  spoken  and  rendered 
her  decision;  but  as  soon  as  the  Church  has  spoken,  all  lib¬ 
erty  has  come  to  an  end! 

This  hypothesis  fills  every  Christian  with  consternation, 
because  he  not  only  believes  that  the  Bible  contains  the 
Word  of  God,  but  that  the  Bible  is  the  Word  of  God  and 
because  he  clearly  discerns  the  destructive  consequences 
which  accompany  the  theory  under  consideration.  This  hy¬ 
pothesis  is  also  diametrically  opposed  to  the  perspicuity, 
power,  perfection,  canonicity,  and  authority  of  Holy  Writ. 
Scripture  calls  itself  a  light,  a  lamp,  the  sure  testimony  of  the 
Lord,  making  wise  the  simple,  2  Pet.  1:19;  Ps.  119: 105;  19:8. 
It  declares  itself  to  be  quick  and  powerful  and  sharper  than 
any  two-edged  sword,  Heb.  4: 12.  The  apostle  testifies  that 
the  Holy  Scriptures  make  one  wise  unto  salvation  and  thor¬ 
oughly  furnish  the  man  of  God  unto  all  good  works,  2  Tim. 
3: 15-17.  Scripture  lays  a  curse  upon  those  who  add  or  de¬ 
tract  anything  from  it,  Deut.  4:2;  Rev.  22: 18, 19.  God  through 
the  prophet  calls  to  those  who  consult  the  dead:  “To  the  Law 
and  the  Testimony!  If  they  speak  not  according  to  this  Word, 
it  is  because  there  is  no  light  in  them,”  Is.  8:20.  Christ  causes 
Abraham  to  answer  the  petition  of  the  rich  man  in  hell  with 
the  words  “They  have  Moses  and  the  Prophets;  let  them  hear 
them.  If  they  hear  not  Moses  and  the  Prophets,  neither  will 
they  be  persuaded  though  one  rose  from  the  dead,”  Luke  16: 
29,  31.  The  apostle  writes  at  the  close  of  his  doctrinal  dis¬ 
cussion:  “And  as  many  as  walk  according  to  this  rule,  peace 
be  on  them  and  mercy,  and  upon  the  Israel  of  God,”  Gal. 
6: 16.  Scripture  speaks  of  itself  as  the  river  of  the  city  of 
God  which  is  full  of  water.  Ps.  46:4;  65:9.  —  Against  all  these 
powerful  divine  testimonies  the  theory  according  to  which 
dogmas  are  built  up  gradually  through  decisions  of  the 
Church  rises  in  opposition.  It  substitutes  the  Church  for 
Scripture,  man  and  his  decision  for  God  and  the  divine 
decision.  And  this  substitution  surrenders  the  foremost  prin¬ 
ciple  of  true  Protestantism  and  adopts  the  principle  of  the 
antichristian  Papacy,  with  all  its  errors  and  abominations,  as 
the  foundation  of  our  Church. 

But  thanks  be  to  God!  Our  Church  has  definitely  rejected 
that  theory  thetically  and  antithetically  both  in  its  public 
Confessions  and  in  the  private  writings  of  its  faithful 
servants. 

Our  Church,  accordingly,  begins  her  confession  in  the 
Formula  of  Concord  with  the  following  words:  “We  believe, 
teach,  and  confess  that  the  sole  rule  and  standard  according 
to  which  all  dogmas  together  with  (all)  teachers  should  be 
estimated  and  judged  are  the  prophetic  and  apostolic  Scrip¬ 
tures  of  the  Old  and  of  the  New  Testament  alone,  as  it  is 
written,  Ps.  119: 105:  ‘Thy  Word  is  a  lamp  unto  my  feet  and 
a  light  unto  my  path.’  And  St.  Paul:  ‘Though  an  angel  from 
heaven  preach  any  other  gospel  unto  you,  let  him  be  ac¬ 
cursed,’  Gal.  1:8.  Other  writings,  however,  of  ancient  or 
modern  teachers,  whatever  name  they  bear,  must  not  be 
regarded  as  equal  to  the  Holy  Scriptures  but  all  of  them 


together  be  subjected  to  them,  and  should  not  be  received 
otherwise  or  further  than  as  witnesses,  [which  are  to  show] 
in  what  manner  after  the  time  of  the  apostles,  and  at  what 
places,  this  (pure)  doctrine  of  the  prophets  and  apostles  was 
preserved.”  ( Trigl. ,  p.  777.)  — The  Thorough  Declaration  calls 
Scripture  “the  pure,  clear  fountain  of  Israel”  (Trigl.,  p.  851). 
—  In  the  Smalcald  Articles  the  confession  of  our  Church 
reads  as  follows:  “For  it  will  not  do  to  frame  articles  of  faith 
from  the  works  or  words  of  the  holy  Fathers.  .  .  .  The 
rule  is:  The  Word  of  God  shall  establish  articles  of  faith,  and 
no  one  else,  not  even  an  angel.”  (Trigl.,  p.467).  These  pro¬ 
nouncements  of  our  Church  openly  and  solemnly  reject  the 
theory  that  in  addition  to  Scripture  the  Church  also  is  a 
source  of  Christian  dogmas,  i.  e.,  that  certain  doctrines  are 
open  questions  as  long  as  the  Church  has  not  uttered  her 
decisive  voice,  but  become  dogmas  binding  upon  heart  and 
conscience  when  the  Church  has  rendered  her  decision.  If 
this  supposition  and  procedure  were  correct,  then  articles  of 
faith  would  be  established  not  only  by  the  Word  of  God  but 
also  by  the  Church. 

In  the  following  words  Luther  gives  expression  to  the 
voice  of  our  Church  on  the  right  of  establishing  articles  of 
faith  through  councils  or  otherwise:  “The  Christian  Church 
has  no  power  to  set  up  any  article  of  faith;  she  has  never 
done  so  and  will  never  attempt  it.  All  articles  of  faith  are 
revealed  in  Holy  Scripture,  making  it  unnecessary  for  man 
to  add  some  supplements.  The  Christian  Church  has  no 
power  to  decree  articles  of  faith  like  a  judge  or  a  supreme 
authority;  she  has  never  yet  done  so  and  will  never  attempt 
it.”  (Article  on  the  Power  of  the  Christian  Church,  A.  D. 
1530,  beginning  with  the  following  introductory  sentence: 
“Dr.  M.  Luther,  pastor  of  the  holy  church  in  Wittenberg,  is 
ready  to  defend  the  following  points  against  the  whole  Satanic 
brood  and  all  the  gates  of  hell,”  XIX:  958.)  On  the  power  of 
the  Church  assembled  in  councils  Luther  furthermore  wrote: 
“In  the  first  place,  a  church  council  has  no  power  to  set  up 
new  articles  of  faith,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
is  present  in  the  sessions.  Even  the  Apostolic  Council  in 
Jerusalem  (Acts  15:11)  established  no  new  article  of  faith; 
St.  Peter  merely  pointed  out  the  fact  that  all  their  forefathers 
had  also  believed  this  same  article  • —  salvation  alone  through 
the  grace  of  Christ  without  the  works  of  the  Law.  In  the 
second  place,  a  Church  council  has  the  power  and  the  duty 
to  suppress  and  condemn  new  articles  of  faith  according  to 
the  will  of  God  in  Holy  Writ  and  the  example  of  the  faithful 
fathers.”  (Essay  on  Councils  and  Churches,  A.  D.  1539,  XVI: 
2250.)  All  true  servants  of  our  Church  follow  Luther  in  this 
judgment.  Thus  Baier,  one  of  the  later  servants  of  our 
Church,  says:  “It  is  manifest  that  the  v/ork  of  councils  does 
not  consist  in  establishing  new  dogmas,  but  in  expounding, 
confirming,  and  defending  the  revealed  dogmas  in  clear, 
idiomatic  speech.”  (Com.  Th.  Posit.,  Ill,  13,  31.) 

Ancient  councils,  indeed,  at  times  adopted  the  phraseology 
of  the  Apostolic  Council:  “It  seemed  good  to  the  Holy  Ghost 
and  to  us”  (Acts  15:28),  but  J.  Dan.  Arcularius  has  written 
correctly:  “Although  the  words  ‘The  Holy  Spirit  has  passed 
judgment  in  this  question,’  etc.,  have  been  used  repeatedly 
in  many  councils  and  confessions  of  faith,  yet  our  Church 
has  never  used  these  words,  neither  in  the  Augsburg  Con¬ 
fession  nor  in  the  Thorough  Declaration;  she  has  always  cited 
the  words  of  Scripture,  because  they  are  the  foundation  upon 
which  her  doctrine  rests.”  (The  Unbiased  Confession  of 
Faith,  etc.,  1692,  p.  131  f.)  Therefore  Dannhauer,  who  refers 
to  Arcularius  on  this  question,  expressed  himself  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner:  “Athanasius  says:  ‘In  the  question  concerning 
the  celebration  of  Easter  the  Nicene  Fathers  did  not  hesitate 
to  add:  “We  have  decided  [insum  est],  that  all  ought  to 
submit  themselves”;  but  in  regard  to  faith  they  did  not 
write:  “We  have  decided”;  but:  “The  Catholic  Church  be¬ 
lieves.”  ’  And  therefore  the  deciding  authority  of  councils 
is  not  that  of  a  judge  but  that  of  a  servant  in  points  of  faith 
which  can  be  contradicted  by  a  single  Paphnutius  if  he 
teaches  something  on  the  basis  of  Scripture  which  is  more 
correct.”  (Christeis.  Proth.,  p.  94.) 

In  like  manner  our  Church  has  always  consistently  re¬ 
fused  to  consider  the  demand  that  it  should  wait  for  the 
“decision”  of  a  council  or  of  the  Church  before  it  accepts  or 
rejects  any  point  in  an  article  of  faith.  Therefore  Luther 
wrote:  “This  is  a  strong  argument  which  disconcerts  many. 
They  know  our  doctrine  is  right  and  are  unable  to  advance 
anything  against  it.  Yet  they  stand  before  us  like  an  old 
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horse  and  say  nothing  more  than:  ‘The  holy  Christian  Church 
has  not  yet  passed  judgment  upon  it  and  approved  it.’  With 
the  words  ‘Christian  Church’  they  arrest  the  attention  of 
both  the  simple-minded  and  the  conceited.  .  .  .  ‘How  is 
this?’  they  say;  ‘the  Christian  Church  has  not  yet  passed 
her  decision;  Christendom  has  not  yet  spoken’;  and  then 
they  wait  for  councils  and  diets,  where  the  doctors  assemble, 
deliberate,  and  draw  their  conclusions.  As  long  as  this  pro¬ 
cedure  is  not  followed,  they  remain  neutral.  Now  both  the 
foolish  and  the  ‘wise’  determine  to  wait  until  the  Christian 
Church  has  come  to  some  conclusion;  for  one  man  is  speaking 
this  way,  another  otherwise;  the  Christian  Church  is  still 
undecided;  we  want  to  continue  in  the  faith  of  our  fathers 
until  a  conclusion  is  reached  as  to  what  is  right;  and  then 
they  turn  up  their  noses  at  the  simple-minded.  We  do  not 
deny  for  instance  that  Jesus  was  to  come  out  of  Bethlehem, 
but  for  that  reason  we  do  not  say  that  He  was  not  to  come 
out  of  Galilee,  John  7:40-43.  Furthermore,  this  also  is  true: 
Whoever  is  not  in  the  Christian  Church  and  teaches  doc¬ 
trines  not  acceptable  to  the  Church  is  a  false  preacher 
through  and  through.  .  .  .  But  when  they  say  they  desire 
to  wait  until  the  Church  has  uttered  her  voice,  let  the  devil 
do  the  waiting;  I  shall  not  tarry  that  long.  For  the  Christian 
Church  has  already  decided  everything.  .  .  .  This  deciding 
is  not  accomplished  through  some  outward  assembly.  There 
is  a  spiritual  council,  and  no  convention  of  men  is  necessary 
for  that.  We  may  hold  a  council  to  decide  how  we  should 
fast  and  pray,  how  we  should  clothe  ourselves,  how  articles 
of  faith  are  correctly  confirmed  and  confessed,  or  how  other 
questions  should  be  judged,  as  was  done  in  the  Council  of 
Nicaea.  But  no  council  is  necessary  to  decide  whether  the 
Christian  doctrine  is  right.  I  say  I  accept  Baptism  and  the 
Sacrament  of  the  Altar  and  believe  that  the  Gospel  is  true 
and  holy.  Should  someone  reply:  Well,  your  faith  is  wrong, 
then  trouble  begins.  Therefore  a  spiritual  council  is  neces¬ 
sary  that  my  brother  may  believe  as  I  believe  and  preach, 
that  all  Christians  everywhere  may  have  the  same  faith  and 
be  united.  .  .  .  The  Christian  Church  is  not  an  assemblage 
of  bishops’  and  cardinals’  hats.  Such  a  concourse  may  be 
or  may  grow  into  a  council,  but  it  is  not  the  Christian 
Church.  For  the  Church  cannot  be  gathered  into  one  locality; 
she  is  scattered  throughout  the  whole  world.  She  believes 
as  I  believe;  and  I  believe  as  she  believes.  There  is  nothing 
conflicting  or  dissimilar  in  our  belief.  .  .  .  Let  this  be  your 
attitude:  If  you  want  to  be  the  true  Church  and  bear  her 
precious  name,  give  this  proper  proof  thereof:  teach  doctrine 
correctly,  as  the  holy  Christian  Church  teaches  it;  live  as 
she  lives;  give  evidence  of  your  faith  and  the  fruit  of  faith; 
prove  that  you  are  the  Christian  Church.”  Luther  accordingly 
says  that  a  doctrine  does  not  become  certain  through  the 
decision  of  the  Church;  but  when  the  Church  passes  a  cor¬ 
rect  decision,  then  it  becomes  certain  that  she  is  the  true 
Church.  Christians  indeed  believe  the  Church  as  a  minister¬ 
ing  judge,  but  only  as  a  judge  that  examines  and  confirms, 
not  as  one  that  hands  down  decrees  by  virtue  of  his  office 
or  authority.  (On  John  7:40-44,  VIII:  97-102.) 

The  following  words  are  also  from  Luther’s  pen:  “A  sav¬ 
ing  is  the  Word  of  God  not  because  it  is  proclaimed  by  the 
Church,  but  because  the  Word  of  God  is  proclaimed,  there¬ 
fore  there  exists  the  Church.  The  Church  does  not  create  the 
Word,  but  is  made  through  the  Word.  The  presence  of  the 
Word  of  God  in  any  locality  is  a  sure  sign  of  the  existence 
of  the  Church  in  that  place.  So  St.  Paul  writes  in  1  Cor.  14: 
24, 25:  ...  ‘just  as  an  unbeliever  prostrates  himself  and 
confesses  that  God  is  truly  present  because  he  hears  them 
prophesying.’  Not  the  Church  but  the  Word  of  God  has 
moved  him,  whereby  he  has  been  overcome  and  judged.” 
(On  the  Abuse  of  the  Mass,  A.  D.  1521.  XIX:  1081.)  Again,  in 
regard  to  waiting  for  the  decision  of  the  Church  Luther  wrote 
as  follows:  “Who  in  the  meantime  is  preaching  to  the 
Christians,  while  the  schism  is  being  adjusted  and  settled? 
Yes,  it  is  easy  to  juggle  with  councils  and  the  Fathers  when 
one  fools  around  with  letters  of  the  alphabet  or  constantly 
postpones  a  council,  as  has  been  done  for  the  past  twenty 
years,  and  has  no  thought  for  the  souls  that  should  be  fed 
with  reliable  doctrine,  as  Christ  says  in  John  21:6:  Pasce 
ones  meas,"  (Article  on  Councils  and  Churches,  A.  D.  1539, 
XVI:  2178.)  Some  indeed  answer  that  the  controverted  doc¬ 
trines,  or  “at  least  those  points  which  are  most  in  dispute, 
had  better  be  excluded  altogether  from  proclamation  in  the 
Christian  pulpit.”  What  prudent  advice!  What,  then,  “hap¬ 


pens  to  the  souls  that  one  should  feed  with  reliable  doc¬ 
trine?”  Or  has  God  perhaps  revealed  unnecessary  things7 
Indeed,  is  certainty  on  any  point  of  faith  an  unnecessary 
thing  when  a  controversy  has  arisen  and  consciences  are  dis¬ 
turbed  over  those  points?  “Good  consciences,”  says  the  Apo¬ 
logy  of  the  Augsburg  Confession,  “are  crying  out  for  the 
truth  and  sound  instruction  from  the  Word  of  God;  and  for 
them  death  is  not  so  bitter  as  doubt  in  some  point  of  faith.” 
(Of  Confession  and  Satisfaction,  Trigl.,  p.  290,  32.)  “But  it  is 
likely  that  there  are  many  in  many  places  who  waver  con¬ 
cerning  matters  of  no  light  importance  and  yet  do  not  hear 
such  teachers  as  are  able  to  heal  their  consciences.”  ( Trigl. , 
p.  291,  33.)  God  preserve  us  from  such  a  perpetual  “interim” 
which  some  men  would  bring  upon  our  Church  today  through 
such  principles! 

Just  one  more  testimony  from  our  beloved  Luther.  In  the 
introduction  to  a  sermon  by  Guettel,  in  1541,  he  wrote  as  fol¬ 
lows:  “Guettel  is  writing  against  the  exspectantes,  i.  e.,  those 
who  are  waiting  for  a  council.  They  may  be  wise  and  pru¬ 
dent  people  who  thus  wait  and  stake  their  salvation  upon 
some  human  ordinance,  but  they  are  fulfilling  the  proverb: 
A  wise  man  will  not  commit  a  small  folly;  or  they  must  be 
entirely  ignorant  and  inexperienced  concerning  the  Christian 
faith,  not  being  able  to  discern  the  wide  difference  between 
the  Word  of  God  and  the  word  of  man.  I  would,  however, 
not  fault  them  for  this,  because  up  to  the  present  time  the 
world,  deceived  by  the  Pope,  was  forced  to  believe  that  de¬ 
crees  of  councils  were  just  as  valid  as,  yes,  even  more  valid 
than,  the  Word  of  God,  which  (thank  God)  at  the  present 
time  not  even  the  ducks  and  the  geese,  the  mice  and  the  lice, 
among  us  would  believe  if  it  were  possible  for  them  to  be¬ 
lieve  something.  But  he  who  does  not  hear  anything  cannot 
learn  anything,  and  he  who  cannot  or  will  not  hear  cannot 
or  will  not  learn  and  know.  Such  exspectantes  we  commend 
to  the  mercy  of  God.”  (XIV:  392.) 

Dannhauer  therefore  classifies  the  practise  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  as  conservative  syncretism  because  it  per¬ 
mits  freedom  in  non  decisis,  i.e.,  freedom  in  points  not  yet 
decided  by  the  Church.  Gerhard  declares  this  practise  to  be 
skepticism.  The  statement  of  the  Jesuit  Dillinger  “Just  as  in 
the  days  of  the  most  ancient  Fathers,  so  today  in  the  interest 
of  unity  of  faith  and  peace  differing  opinions  are  permissible 
in  those  points  of  religion  which  the  Church  has  not  vet  de¬ 
fined  as  long  as  every  one  is  ready  to  submit  himself  to  the 
judgment  of  the  Church”  is  answered  by  Gerhard  as  follows: 
“What  absurdity!  Since  the  Pope  can  establish  new  articles 
of  faith,  the  papists  can  never  be  certain  about  dogmas,  but 
must  always  remain  skeptics.  .  .  .  According  to  Bellarmine’s 
admission  the  Church  cannot  make  any  book  canonical,  but 
only  declare  it  to  be  canonical.  In  like  manner  an  opinion  is 
heretical  even  when  no  ‘decision’  has  confirmed  it.  .  .  .  The 
certainty  of  dogmas  does  not  depend  on  the  judgment  of  the 
Church,  but  on  the  divine  revelation  in  Holy  Writ,  a  fact 
which  Christ  and  the  apostles  ever  hold  before  our  eyes. 

The  certainty  of  Holy  Writ  disappears  if  its  statements  must 
first  be  confirmed  by  the  decrees  of  the  Church.  Then  also 
all  means  of  sound  Bible  interpretation  which  have  been 
employed  with  great  success  bv  the  entire  Church  are  sur¬ 
rendered  and  cast  overboard.”  ( Consideratio  Quarund. 
Quaestt.,  etc.  Jenae,  1631,  p.  1.) 

It  is  indeed  true  that  our  Church,  together  with  the  Roman 
Church,  has  always  denied  the  validity  of  a  private  interpre¬ 
tation  of  Scripture,  but  each  Church  in  an  entirely  different 
sense.  In  the  Roman  Church  a  private  interpretation  is  that 
of  an  unofficial  individual,  and  the  correct  interpretation  is 
that  which  has  been  approved  by  the  Church  in  her  public 
decrees.  But  our  Church  considers  that  interpretation  private 
which,  according  to  2  Pet.  1:20,  rests  on  human  reason  and 
biased  points  of  view;  for  when  the  apostle  says  “that  no 
prophecy  of  the  Scripture  is  of  any  private  interpretation” 
(i&iac  t-ndunEO);  ou  yiverm ;  Vulgate:  propria  interpretatione 
non  fit),  he  does  not  mean  to  say  that  the  official  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  the  Church  is  the  correct  one.  but  rather  that  an  in¬ 
terpretation  is  acceptable  only  then  when  it  corresponds  with 
the  intention  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  who  inspired  the  holy  writ¬ 
ers.  Therefore  Kromayer  wrote  as  follows:  “We  must  give 
a  more  ready  ear  to  a  plain  layman  when  he  adduces  Scrip¬ 
ture  than  to  a  whole  council  which  takes  a  stand  contrary 
to  Scripture.  We  must  be  more  ready  to  believe  Mary,  the 
eye-witness,  than  the  deceitful  crowd  of  Jews.  For  the’ fact 
that  a  multitude  of  persons  errs  does  not  make  the  error 
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right.  In  Ex.  23:2  God  gave  the  command  “Thou  shalt  not 
follow  a  multitude  to  do  evil’’  (i.e.,  when  it  has  deviated 
from  the  straight  path  of  truth).  Hence,  we  must  pay  more 
attention  to  the  principle  upon  which  a  man  bases  his  sup¬ 
port  for  a  certain  truth  than  to  the  person  speaking  and 
writing.  Even  though  a  whole  council  expounded  Scripture 
contrary  to  the  intention  of  one  of  the  holy  writers,  we 
should  look  upon  such  an  exposition  as  a  private  interpreta¬ 
tion,  2  Pet.  1:20.  Consequently,  mere  private  opinion  which 
offers  biased  Bible  interpretation  is  rejected,  not  the  exposi¬ 
tion  of  a  private  individual  who  permits  Scripture  to  interpret 
itself.  In  the  Nicene  Council  the  contention  of  one  man,  Bis¬ 
hop  Paphnutius,  prevailed,  for  he  defended  the  right  of  the 
clergy  to  marry,  although  the  sentiment  of  the  council  had 
been  against  it.” 

May  God  graciously  prevent  that  modern  theology,  hav¬ 
ing  originated  in  our  old  fatherland,  gain  ground  among  us! 
Let  us  be  on  our  guard  against  it,  because  it  makes  the  va¬ 
lidity  of  a  doctrine  as  a  Christian  dogma  depend  on  the  de¬ 
cree  of  the  Church.  In  doing  so,  this  theology  has  placed  it¬ 
self  on  the  same  level  with  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

In  our  next  article  we  shall  refute  the  position  of  the 
Dorpat  theologians,  who  claim  that  “even  the  most  well- 
founded  Christian  conviction  and  current  result  of  conscien¬ 
tious  and  faithful  Bible-study”  cannot  be  considered  “dogmas 
of  the  Church”  before  the  Church  has  given  her  authoritative 
voice.  That  this  distinction  between  Biblical  and  ecclesias¬ 
tical  dogmas  is  untenable  will  be  our  topic  next  time. 

After  having  shown  that  the  theory  of  open  questions  can¬ 
not  be  supported  by  assuming  a  gradual  growth  of  dogmas 
through  successive  decisions  of  the  Church,  we  shall  prove 
in  the  following  paragraphs  that  a  doctrine  must  not  first 
gain  a  so-called  symbolical  recognition  before  it  can  become 
a  dogma  of  the  Church  and  must  not  therefore  be  placed  in 
the  category  of  open  questions  until  such  recognition  has 
been  achieved. 

In  the  first  place,  this  so-called  symbolical  recognition 
cannot  be  established  from  the  historical  development  of 
symbols.  The  doctrines  embodied  in  the  Symbols  were  not 
included  in  the  various  articles  in  order  that  they  might  be¬ 
come  doctrines  of  the  Church  but  were  included  because  they 
already  were  doctrines  of  the  Church.  When  the  Augsburg 
Confession  was  submitted  to  Emperor  Charles  V,  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  Estates  declared:  “In  obedience  to  Your  Imperial  Ma¬ 
jesty’s  wishes  we  offer,  in  this  matter  of  religion,  the  Con¬ 
fession  of  our  preachers  and  of  ourselves,  showing  what  man¬ 
ner  of  doctrines  from  the  Holy  Scriptures  and  the  pure  Word 
of  God  has  been  up  to  this  time  set  forth  in  our  lands,  duke¬ 
doms,  dominions,  and  cities,  and  taught  in  our  churches.” 

( Trigl .,  p.  39.)  This  statement  does  not  say  what  manner  of 
doctrine  the  followers  of  Luther  were  going  to  preach,  teach, 
and  defend,  but  what  manner  of  doctrine  they  had  been 
teaching,  and  intended  to  teach,  upon  the  basis  of  Scripture, 
the  pure  Word  of  God.  The  Symbols  are  not  a  law  imposed 
upon  the  Church,  prescribing  what  she  must  believe  and 
confess  in  days  to  come,  but  a  confession,  a  protocol  of  what 
she  already  believes  and  professes.  The  Augsburg  Confes¬ 
sion,  therefore,  was  not  accepted  as  a  confession  of  our  whole 
Church  because  it  had  been  drawn  up,  and  was  submitted, 
by  her  princes  and  her  most  learned  theologians.  It  was  ac¬ 
cepted  because  it  set  forth  the  faith  that  was  throbbing  in  the 
hearts  of  all  true  Lutherans.  The  Augustana,  accordingly, 
begins  with  these  words:  “Ecclesiae  magno  consensu  apud 
nos  docent,”  i.  e.,  “Our  Churches,  with  common  consent,  do 
teach,”  a  statement  which  must  be  supplied  or  repeated  in 
every  article  of  the  Confession.  Likewise  all  the  other  Lu¬ 
theran  Confessions  are  nothing  more  than  the  expression  of 
the  living  faith  of  our  Church.  The  fact  that  our  Church  ac¬ 
cepted  Melanchthon’s  Apology,  Luther’s  two  Catechisms  and 
the  Smalcald  Articles,  and  the  Formula  of  Concord  prepared 
by  Chemnitz  and  other  theologians  as  her  public  Confessions 
does  not  lend  any  support  to  the  argument  of  those  men  who 
contend  that  the  doctrines  set  forth  in  these  confessional 
writings  were  thereby  for  the  first  time  made  official  dogmas 
of  our  Church.  These  doctrines  had  been  the  teaching  of  the 
Church  before.  In  the  Symbols  they  merely  received  eccle¬ 
siastical  approval  and  were  accepted.  At  Trent  and  Dort  the 
procedure  was  different.  There  men  with  widely  varying 
opinions  and  of  conflicting  schools  of  thought  gathered 
around  conference  tables  as  authoritative  representatives  of 
the  Church.  They  fixed  “decrees”  and  “canons.”  Questions 


which  up  to  that  time  had  been  regarded  as  “open,”  “un¬ 
settled,”  “unfinished,”  in  the  Roman  and  Reformed  churches 
were  declared  to  be  “answered  by  the  Church,”  definitely 
“decided,"  and  henceforth  “fundamental  truths  which  must 
be  taught  by  the  Church.”  Is  it  not  extremely  difficult  to  ex¬ 
plain  how  men  who  espouse  the  Trent  and  Dort  procedure 
can  still  accuse  conscientious,  confessional  Lutherans  of  mak¬ 
ing  a  codex  of  laws  out  of  the  Symbols? 

In  the  second  place,  our  Confessions  do  not  claim  to  be 
a  complete  system  of  all  doctrines  taught  by  our  Church. 
They  are  just  a  summary  of  the  chief  doctrines  which  our 
Church  was  compelled  to  defend  in  the  critical  Reformation 
period.  The  two  Catechisms,  for  instance,  are  called  enchiri- 
dia,  handbooks,  “small,  plain,  simple  manuals  of  the  chief 
parts  of  Christian  doctrine  to  be  used  by  pastors  and  preach¬ 
ers  in  the  instruction  of  the  young  and  old.”  Therefore  the 
doctrinal  articles  of  the  Augsburg  Confession  close  with  this 
thought:  “This  is  about  the  sum  of  our  doctrine  which  is 
preached  and  taught  in  our  churches  that  men  may  receive 
true  Christian  instruction,  that  consciences  may  be  com¬ 
forted,  and  the  believers  edified.”  (Trigl.,  p.  58.)  The  fol¬ 
lowing  concluding  sentence  of  the  whole  Augsburg  Confes¬ 
sion  points  in  the  same  direction:  “If  there  is  anything  that 
any  one  might  desire  in  this  Confession,  we  are  ready,  God 
willing,  to  present  ample  information  (latiorem  information- 
em)  according  to  the  Scriptures.”  (Trigl.,  p.95.)  Also  in  the 
introduction  to  the  Thorough  Declaration  the  Evangelical 
Estates  declare  that  in  the  Augsburg  Confession  “they  clearly 
and  plainly  made  their  Christian  Confession  as  to  what  was 
being  held  and  taught  in  the  Christian  evangelical  churches 
concerning  the  chief  articles,  especially  those  in  controversy 
between  them  and  the  papists.”  (Trigl.,  p.847.)  Therefore 
Carpzov  commented  on  the  words  of  the  Augsburg  Confes¬ 
sion  “This  is  about  the  sum  of  our  doctrine”  as  follows: 
“Those  who  protested  added  the  word  ‘about’  deliberately. 
They  did  not  intend  to  compile  a  catalog  of  all  articles  neces¬ 
sary  for  salvation,  but  in  this  Confession  they  dealt  only  with 
those  dogmas  which  were  in  dispute  and  needed  conscientious 
consideration  in  the  light  of  God’s  Word.  Therefore  public 
decrees  have  never  been  attempted,  and  those  who  protested 
have  never  promised  ‘that  they  would  teach  no  article  in 
addition  to  those  found  in  the  Confession.’  They  did  promise 
‘they  would  teach  nothing  contrary  to  the  Confessions.’  ” 
(Isagoge  in  Li bb.  Symbol.,  p.  115  sq.)  This  same  thought 
Carpzov  applied  to  all  the  other  Symbols  in  the  words:  “No 
symbolical  book  is  an  adequate  expression  of  all  the  articles 
and  the  fundamental  dogmas  of  faith  which  must  be  believed. 
In  each  instance  when  the  individual  Symbols  were  being 
written,  only  those  dogmas  were  taken  into  consideration 
which  were  in  dispute  and  under  fire.  Herein  lies  the  great 
difference  between  Holy  Writ  and  the  Symbolical  Books.” 
(L.  c.,  p.  4.) 

The  Jesuits,  strangely,  assumed  a  peculiar  position.  They 
insisted  that  the  followers  of  Luther  should  not  be  permitted 
to  teach  any  other  doctrines  than  those  which  they  had  defi¬ 
nitely  set  forth  in  their  Confessions;  in  case  the  Lutherans 
taught  additional  doctrines,  they  should  be  deprived  of  the 
privileges  which  had  been  guaranteed  them  in  the  Religious 
Peace  of  Augsburg.  Therefore,  in  the  well-known  Second 
Thorough  Defense  of  the  Precious  Heritage  (the  Augsburg 
Confession)  by  the  theologians  of  Saxony  in  the  year  1630 
the  whole  eighteenth  chapter  is  devoted  to  answering  the 
question:  “In  view  of  the  Religious  Peace  may  the  Evangeli¬ 
cals  teach  only  those  articles  of  faith  as  necessary  for  salva¬ 
tion  which  are  expressly  enumerated  in  the  Augsburg  Con¬ 
fession  and  teach  none  which  are  offensive  to  the  Roman 
Church?”  The  answer  naturally  was  an  emphatic  “No!”  And 
the  question  of  the  Emperor  whether  the  Evangelical  Estates 
“intended  to  draw  up,  and  submit,  additional  articles  or 
whether  they  were  satisfied  with  those  which  they  had  al¬ 
ready  submitted  to  His  Imperial  Majesty”  was  answered  as 
follows:  “His  Imperial  Majesty  has  graciously  requested  that 
the  matters  pertaining  to  religion  be  examined  among  us  in 
love  and  charity  and  compared  with  the  truth,  the  Word  of 
God  alone.  This  has  been  done  in  a  truly  Christian  spirit 
in  our  official  writing,  the  Augsburg  Confession.  All  abuses, 
however,  were  not  specified  nor  enumerated  in  this  general 
Confession  because  its  primary  purpose  was  to  set  forth  in 
particular  all  those  doctrines  which  are  preached  in  our 
churches  as  necessary  for  the  salvation  of  souls.  If  His  Im¬ 
perial  Majesty  will  study  this  Confession  carefully,  he  will 
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readily  see  that  we  have  not  accepted  any  unchristian  doc¬ 
trines.  At  the  same  time  they  pointed  to  the  concluding 
thought  of  the  Confession,  in  which  the  Confessors  state  that 
they  had  submitted  these  articles  so  that  a  summary  of 
their  doctrine  could  be  derived  therefrom,  and  that  they 
were  ready  to  present  ampler  information  according  to  the 
Scriptures  if  any  one  should  desire  it. 

These  facts,  without  doubt,  answer  the  question  which 
Prof.  G.  Fritschel  raised  in  his  article  “Luther  and  Open 
Questions.”  He  had  asserted  that  certain  articles  were  pur¬ 
posely  omitted  in  the  Augsburg  Confession.  True,  some  ar¬ 
ticles  were  omitted.  But  here  is  the  reason  for  this  omission. 
They  were  omitted  not  because  they  had  not  yet  been  re¬ 
ceived  as  dogmas  in  the  Lutheran  Church  or  were  still 
looked  upon  as  open  questions  by  the  Lutherans;  but  be¬ 
cause  of  the  discord  in  the  primary  fundamental  doctrines  of 
the  Christian  religion  it  would  have  been  unwise  to  include 
such  doctrines  as  cannot  be  comprehended  apart  from  the 
primary  fundamental  doctrines.  Therefore,  as  long  as  there 
was  no  agreement  on  the  primary  fundamental  doctrines,  it 
was  unnecessary,  yes,  impossible,  to  try  to  come  to  an  agree¬ 
ment  on  those  which  had  been  omitted,  because,  without 
a  more  mature  understanding  of  the  Gospel,  they  could  only 
arouse  suspicion  and  hatred  in  the  hearts  of  all  papists,  in 
the  fanatical  as  well  as  in  the  more  soberminded.  If  the  Lu¬ 
theran  theologians  had  included  these  doctrines  in  their  Con¬ 
fession,  the  papistical  sophists  unquestionably  would  have 
directed  their  barbs  against  them  only  and  would  have  cre¬ 
ated  the  impression  as  though  these  teachings  formed  the 
sole  issue  in  the  controversy  and  the  Church  must  be  warned 
against  them  because  by  the  general  public  they  were  con¬ 
sidered  dangerous  and  fanatical  and  subversive  of  all  god¬ 
liness  and  order.  When,  therefore,  the  Emperor,  egged  on 
by  the  sophists,  asked  the  Lutherans  the  question  “if  they 
considered  the  Augsburg  Confession  an  adequate  statement 
of  their^doctrine  or  if  they  intended  to  add  some  additional 
articles,”  the  Lutheran  theologians,  after  due  deliberation, 
issued  the  following  declaration:  “Almost  all  necessary  ar¬ 
ticles  are  presented  in  the  Confession  which  has  been  sub¬ 
mitted;  at  the  same  time  all  abuses  which  militate  against 
that  doctrine  are  pointed  out  and  justly  condemned.  If  we 
now  at  length  should  present  also  those  articles  which  arouse 
ire,  our  opponents  could  malign  us  and  say  we  had  pre¬ 
viously  submitted  only  those  articles  which  are  acceptable 
to  every  one  and  that  Your  Imperial  Majesty  now  could  see 
plainly  that  we  were  concealing  many  pernicious  errors  and 
that,  if  Your  Imperial  Majesty  should  insist  on  receiving 
more  information,  still  more  errors  would  come  to  light. 
Since  we  ourselves  ought  not  to  contribute  anything  toward 
the  frustration  of  those  religious  discussions  which  are  now 
going  on,  it  is  inadvisable  in  our  opinion  to  urge  at  this  time 
a  declaration  concerning  those  offensive  and  unnecessary 
articles  which  are  proper  subjects  for  debate  in  theological 
faculties.” 

Among  the  questions  termed  either  “offensive”  or  “un¬ 
necessary”  the  Lutheran  theologians  enumerated  the  follow¬ 
ing:  Is  free  will  really  free?  Are  all  Christians  priests? 
Are  there  more  or  less  than  seven  sacraments?  Is  auricular 
confession  necessary  for  salvation?  Is  it  the  duty  of  bishops 
to  wield  a  worldly  sword  as  well  as  to  be  heads  of  the 
Church?  Does  ordination  imprint  an  indelible  character  on 
the  priests?  etc.”  It  is  simply  absurd  to  maintain  that  our 
theologians  omitted  these  doctrines  because  they  looked  upon 
them  as  mere  open  questions.  Their  expressions  on  this  point 
lead  us  to  the  opposite  conclusion.  According  to  their  writ¬ 
ings  there  are  many  dogmas  of  the  Lutheran  Church  which 
are  not  found  in  our  Symbols  and  are  not  fixed  symbolically, 
as  the  paying  goes.  Prof.  G.  Fritschel  indeed  often  uses  the’ 
terms  “offensive”  and  “unnecessary.”  Our  theologians,  how¬ 
ever,  do  not  call  the  articles  mentioned  above  “offensive” 
and  "unnecessary”  because  the  Lutherans  themselves  hated 
them  and  considered  them  unnecessary,  but  because  the 
papists  hated  them  and  because  it  would  have  been  un¬ 
necessary,  even  entirely  useless  and  dangerous,  to  advance 
and  try  to  settle  them  at  that  time  before  the  dissent  had 
been  removed  in  those  controversial  articles  “which  are 
especially  profitable  for  the  salvation  of  souls.”  In  Augsburg 
the  Lutherans  earnestly  sought  peace  and  unity  and  insisted 
on  following  the  Emperor’s  demand  that  “present  religious 
questions  should  be  discussed  in  love  and  charity.”  Yet  they 
knew  that  their  unfair  opponents,  who  feared  and  did  not 


desire  a  union  on  the  basis  of  the  truth,  were  striving  at 
every  opportunity  to  lead  the  controversy  in  that  direction 
from  which  they  hoped  to  gain  a  “gloriola”  and  to  heap  the 
odium  for  the  failure  of  a  union  on  the  Lutherans  (See 
History  of  the  Augsburg  Confession,  by  D.  David  Chytraeus 
Rostock,  1576,  p.  96  f.  Cf.  Luther,  St.  Louis,  XVI,  891— 894.)  ’ 

Let  the  following  fact  be  considered.  During  the  first  three 
centuries  of  the  Christian  era  there  was  only  the  Apostolic 
Symbol.  What  a  monstrosity,  then,  for  Iowa  to  assume  that 
a  doctrine  must  be  placed  in  the  category  of  open  questions 
and  is  no  dogma  of  the  Church  as  long  as  there  are  “no 
symbolical  decisions  regarding  it,”  as  long  as  certain  “ques¬ 
tions  have  received  no  symbolical  definitions,  because  the 
Church  cannot  fix  anything  symbolically  which  has  not 
passed  through  the  fire  of  controversy  and  thus  has  become 
one  of  the  Church’s  vital  questions”!  According  to  this  as¬ 
sumption  the  Church  during  the  first  three  centuries  would 
have  been  so  poor  in  articles  of  faith  that  one  cannot  com¬ 
prehend  how  it  would  be  possible  to  speak  of  a  Christian 
Church  in  those  centuries  with  such  poverty  in  articles  of 
faith.  Kromayer  writes:  “The  Apostolic  Symbol  does  not 
contain  all  nor  only  fundamental  articles  of  the  first  class. 
Are  not  the  articles  of  the  vicarious  satisfaction  of  Christ, 
of  sin,  of  the  universal  grace  of  God,  of  the  means  of  grace’ 
adequately  and  clearly  taught  in  Scripture?  Yet  they  are 
not  expressly  confessed  in  the  Apostolic  Symbol.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  rather  difficult  articles  concerning  the  con¬ 
ception  of  Christ  and  His  descent  into  hell  are  a  part  of  the 
Confession.”  (Scrutin.  Religionum,  ed.  2,  p.476.)  This  same 
fact  holds  good  of  all  the  ecumenical  symbols  of  the  first  five 
centuries.  When  the  syncretists  of  Helmstedt  declared  all 
those  who  accepted  the  Ecumenical  Confessions  to  be  essen¬ 
tially  united  with  us  Lutherans,  Calov  wrote  the  following 
words  against  this  “consensus  antiquitatis  quinquesecularis" 
as  a  secondary  principle  of  theology  and  unity  among  the 
churches:  “In  the  symbols  of  the  first  five  centuries  several 
chief  doctrines  of  the  Christian  faith  are  not  mentioned  at 
all  or  are  not  expressly  stated,  especially  those  which  were 
not  in  dispute  in  the  councils,  as  the  vicarious  satisfaction 
and  the  merits  of  Christ,  the  universal  grace  of  God  and  the 
redemption  wrought  by  Christ,  justification  alone  by  faith, 
the  Lord’s  Supper,  etc.  Must  we  therefore  deny  that  these 
articles  belong  to  the  articles  of  faith  because  they  are  not 
defined  (definita)  in  those  Symbols  and  Confessions?  May 
a  Christian  on  that  account  ignore  those  articles,  or  can 
one  not  be  charged  with  heresy  because  of  disagreement  in 
these  and  similar  essential  articles  which  are  not  found  in 
the  Symbols?”  (Syst.  Locc.  Th.,  I,  912.)  These  same  facts 
apply  with  equal  force  to  the  specifically  Lutheran  Confes¬ 
sions.  In  the  later  Lutheran  Symbols  we  find  dogmas  which 
are  not  expressly  mentioned  in  the  Augsburg  Confession, 
e  g.,  the  doctrine  of  the  normative  authority  of  Scripture; 
and  in  all  our  Symbols  there  is  no  so-called  decree  on  the 
inspiration  of  Scripture.  Was  the  first  of  these  doctrines  an 
open  question  before  1580,  and  is  the  second  still  an  open 
question  in  our  day?  Furthermore,  was  he  who  denied  the 
first  doctrine  nevertheless  a  true  Lutheran  up  to  the  year 
1580,  and  does  he  who  denies  the  second  still  continue  to 
be  a  consistent  Lutheran?  These  conclusions  necessarily 
must  be  drawn  from  the  hypothesis  which  assumes  that 
dogmas  are  finally  fixed  by  defining  them  in  Symbols.  Like¬ 
wise  it  is  well  known  that  in  accord  with  this  hypothesis 
almost  all  contemporary  “Lutheran”  theologians  actually 
deny  the  doctrine  of  our  Church  concerning  the  inspiration 
of  Scripture,  and  yet  with  great  earnestness  they  claim  to 
be  exponents  of  true  Lutheran  orthodoxy.  How  a  man  like 
Dr.  J.  H.  Kurtz,  one  of  the  authors  of  the  opinion  rendered 
by  the  Dorpat  theologians  at  the  request  of  Iowa,  presents 
the  doctrine  concerning  the  angels,  a  doctrine  not  mentioned 
m  our  Symbols  or,  in  the  language  of  the  theologians  of  the 
new  school,  “not  yet  symbolically  fixed,”  all  those  men 
know  who  have  read  the  writings  of  this  theologian  entitled 
History  oj  the  Old  Covenant  and  The  Bible  and  Astronomy. 
Dr.  Kurtz  places  the  origin  of  the  angels  in  an  indefinable 
era  antedating  the  creation  of  man,  in  which  the  world  prior 
to  this  existing  world  (Urwelt),  the  universe,  and  its  original 
inhabitants  (the  angels)  were  created.  (Bible  and  Astron¬ 
omy,  2  ed.,  pp.  244, 110.)  In  his  mind  the  world  prior  to  this 
existing  world  (urweltliche  Erde)  was  “the  dwelling-place 
and  home  of  those  angels  who  rebelled  against  God”;  it  was 
“without  form  and  void,”  Gen.  1:2,  as  “the  consequence  of 
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the  fall  of  those  angels”  (p.  96) ;  and  since  he  believes  that 
the  angels  possessed  bodies  (p.  80),  the  giants  in  Gen.  6:4 
must  be  the  offspring  of  these  fallen  angels  who  married 
daughters  of  men.  ( History  of  the  Old  Covenant,  pp.  44 — 46.) 
But  finally,  in  yonder  world,  he  “exalts”  the  faithful  of  the 
New  Testament  “above  the  angels,  just  as  the  human  nature 
of  Christ  is  exalted  above  the  angels.”  (Bible  and  Astronomy, 
p.  136.) 

According  to  the  hypothesis  of  the  neo-theologians  the 
Lutheran  Church  must  permit  her  servants  to  present  all 
doctrines  that  have  not  yet  been  fixed  symbolically  according 
to  their  own  caprice,  without  being  able  to  disown  them  as 
teachers  who  are  unfaithful  to  our  Confessions;  for  in  view 
of  “the  ever-widening  circle  in  which  the  Church  must  tes¬ 
tify,  divergent  opinions  and  convictions  (according  to  Dorpat) 
are  not  only  unavoidable  but  also  justifiable  and  permissible. 
Even  relative  errors  that  cannot  be  avoided  under  these 
circumstances  can  be  borne  by  the  Church  without  en¬ 
dangering  her  unity  in  doctrine;  and  she  must  needs  follow 
this  course  because  in  this  case  she  as  a  Church  is  not  yet 
in  a  position  to  reject  the  error  as  error.”  O  poor  Lutheran 
Church!  According  to  this  theory  the  Book  of  Concord,  and 
wherever  only  the  Augustana  has  been  officially  accepted 
as  the  Symbol  of  the  Church,  only  this  latter  document,  is 
your  Bible.  Then  you  are  nothing  more  than  a  miserable 
sect,  possessing  only  a  brief  excerpt  of  Biblical  doctrines. 
Whatever  is  not  contained  in  these  selections  is  none  of  your 
concern  as  a  Church;  at  least  it  is  not  your  doctrine.  Your 
duty  is  to  work  out,  and  add,  doctrines  as  the  circumstances 
of  coming  eras  shall  demand.  Now,  is  it  not  more  than 
remarkable  to  realize  that  the  very  men  who  espouse  this 
theory  which  actually  makes  the  Symbols  the  Bible  of  the 
Church  constantly  accuse  those  who  accept  the  doctrines  of 
the  Symbols  without  reservation  of  placing  the  Confessions 
on  the  same  level  with  the  Bible? 

However,  let  us  proceed.  The  assumption  that  a  doctrine 
becomes  a  dogma  of  the  Lutheran  Church  after  it  has  found 
a  place  in  our  Symbols  but  is  only  an  open  question  before 
this  step  has  been  taken,  militates  finally  against  the  fact 
that  our  Church  in  her  Symbols  accepts  not  only  those 
doctrines  which  she  was  driven  by  certain  circumstances  to 
mention  expressly  in  those  documents  but  the  entire  Bible, 
all  the  doctrines  which  God  has  therein  revealed.  Whenever, 
therefore,  any  controversy  arose  in  our  Church  regarding 
any  doctrine,  the  very  first  question  put  was  always:  What 
does  the  Bibie  say?  Down  to  our  day  it  has  been  absolutely 
without  precedent  in  our  Church  in  a  controversy  to  appeal 
to  the  silence  of  the  Confessions  and  to  say  that,  if  the 
Church  has  not  yet  rendered  a  decision  on  that  particular 
point,  a  Lutheran  must  have  the  liberty  to  believe  as  he 
sees  fit.  For  even  if  every  true  Biblical  doctrine  is  not 
clearly  defined  in  the  Lutheran  Symbols,  yet  every  truly 
Biblical  doctrine  belongs  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  In  regard  to  a  heterodox  Church  that  has  set  up 
a  false  principle  and  does  not  accept  the  Word  of  God  as  it 
reads  but  insists  on  interpreting  the  Word  either  according 
to  reason  or  according  to  tradition,  the  following  statement 
cannot  be  upheld:  “For  her  every  doctrine  of  the  Bible  is 
a  doctrine  of  the  Church.”  But  this  statement  can  be  made 
of  every  truly  orthodox  Church  and  hence  also  of  our  dear 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church.  At  any  rate,  this  was  the 
attitude  of  those  faithful  men  through  whose  instrumentality 
our  Church  drew  up  her  precious  Confessions.  Thus  we  read 
in  Article  IV  of  the  Apology  of  the  Augsburg  Confession: 
Peter  “cites  the  agreement  of  all  the  prophets.  This  is  truly 
to  cite  the  authority  of  the  Church.  For  when  all  the  holy 
prophets  bear  witness,  that  is  certainly  a  glorious,  great, 
excellent,  powerful  decretal  and  testimony.”  (Trigl.,  p.  145.) 
In  Article  XX  of  the  same  Confession  we  read  again:  “Peter 
says,  Acts  10:45:  ‘To  Him  give  all  the  prophets  witness  that 
through  His  name,  whosoever  believeth  on  Him,  shall  receive 
remission  of  sins.’  This  strong  testimony  of  all  the  holy 
prophets  may  duly  be  called  a  decree  of  the  catholic  Chris¬ 
tian  Church.  For  even  a  single  prophet  is  very  highly 
esteemed  by  God  and  a  treasure  worth  the  whole  world. 
To  this  Church  of  the  prophets  we  would  rather  assent  than 
to  these  abandoned  writers  of  the  Confutation.”  (Trigl., 
p.339.)  Finally,  in  Article  XII  we  find  these  sentences: 
“I  verily  think  that,  if  all  the  holy  prophets  are  unanimously 
agreed  in  a  declaration,  it  would  also  be  a  decree,  a  declara¬ 
tion,  and  a  unanimous  strong  conclusion  of  the  universal, 


catholic,  Christian,  holy  Church  and  would  be  justly  re¬ 
garded  as  such.  We  concede  neither  to  the  Pope  nor  to  the 
Church  the  power  to  make  decrees  against  this  consensus 
of  the  prophets.”  (Trigl.,  p.  271.) 

It  ought  to  be  quite  clear  now  that  our  fathers  connected 
ideas  with  the  “decision"  and  the  “concensus  of  the  Church” 
which  are  altogether  different  from  those  current  today. 
Wherever  Scripture  had  spoken,  they  believed  the  true 
Church  had  “spoken.”  For  them  the  voice  of  Scripture  was 
at  the  same  time  the  “voice  of  the  Church.”  And  every 
unanimous  testimony  of  the  prophets  and  apostles  was  for 
them  the  correct  “consensus,”  a  right  “decree,”  and  a  truly 
“decisive”  “conclusion”  of  the  Church.  (This  unanimous 
conclusion  of  the  Church,  of  course,  cannot  be  seen.  Its  exis¬ 
tence,  however,  just  like  that  of  the  Church,  must  be  be¬ 
lieved.)  We  readily  see  that  a  doctrine  is  defined  in  the 
Symbols;  but  this  fact  does  not  constitute  the  unanimous 
“conclusion”  of  the  Church.  The  unanimous  “conclusion”  of 
the  Church  we  can  gather  alone  through  faith  in  the  inspired 
Word.  On  all  sides  our  eye  sees  nothing  and  our  ear  hears 
of  nothing  but  discord  and  disunion  in  doctrine.  In  spite 
of  this  fact  our  faith  confidently  sings  every  Sunday:  “Who 
the  Christian  Church  doth  ever  Keep  in  unity  of  spirit.” 
Or  it  confesses  with  Luther  in  his  Large  Catechism:  “I  be¬ 
lieve  that  there  is  upon  earth  a  little  holy  group  and  con¬ 
gregation  of  pure  saints,  under  one  head,  even  Christ,  called 
together  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  in  one  faith,  one  mind,  and 
understanding,  with  manifold  gifts,  yet  agreeing  in  love, 
without  sects  or  schisms.”  (Trigl.,  p.  691.)  That  which  truly 
belongs  to  the  Church  is  always  Biblical,  and  that  which 
is  truly  Biblical  always  belongs  to  the  Church.  Our  Church 
does  not  want  to  be  a  “different”  Church,  with  a  “different” 
faith;  she  does  desire  to  be  part  of  the  Church  of  the  apostles 
and  prophets,  a  part  of  the  Bible  Church.  She  has  indeed 
written  Confessions  and  defined  doctrines,  not  because  they 
should  contain  her  whole  body  of  doctrine  nor  because  she 
had  reached  a  decision  only  on  those  doctrines  found  in  her 
Symbols,  but  because  false  churches  and  false  teachers 
forced  her  to  make  clear-cut  statements  on  certain  doctrines. 
Up  to  the  present  time  she  has  seen  no  necessity  for  writing 
special  Symbols  on  other  doctrines.  All  that  she  believes 
therefore  is  not  found  in  her  Symbols,  but  only  in  the  Bible. 
Her  Symbols  are  not  so  much  “the  landmarks  of  her  spiritual 
development”  as  the  boundary-line  separating  her  from  cer¬ 
tain  falsehoods.  Hence  Biblical  and  Lutheran  are  identical 
terms  for  her.  When,  therefore,  in  1528,  Duke  George,  Lu¬ 
ther’s  bitter  and  fanatic  enemy,  demanded  that  the  Lutherans 
give  an  account  of  their  Lutheranism,  Luther  advised  them 
to  say:  “They  intended  to  remain  with  the  holy  Gospel. 
Luther  himself  intended  to  be  Lutheran  only  in  so  far  as 
he  purely  taught  the  Holy  Scriptures.”  (Walch,  XXI,  234.) 

Perhaps  some  one  will  interpose  at  this  point  and  say: 
“It  may  be  true  that  the  doctrines  of  Scripture  and  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  are  identical.  But  can  one  not  be  a  con¬ 
sistent  Lutheran  if  he  as  pastor  or  layman  believes  and 
confesses  everything  that  the  Lutheran  Church  confesses  as 
her  faith  in  her  Symbols?  Is  not  the  acceptance  of  all  the 
doctrines  defined  in  the  Symbols  sufficient  to  bind  all  Lu¬ 
therans  together  in  one  body?”  Quite  right,  without  a  doubt! 
But  we  must  always  bear  in  mind  that  he  who  accepts  the 
Symbols  cannot  at  the  same  time  believe  and  confess  articles 
which  will  contradict  and  nullify  the  articles  of  the  Symbols. 
When,  therefore,  the  syncretists  of  a  previous  era  raised  this 
same  objection  against  the  Apostolic  Creed,  the  venerable 
Dannhauer  gave  them  this  answer:  “If  no  other  questions 
had  arisen  besides  those  answered  in  the  Apostolic  Creed, 
if  one  could  assume  that  schismatics  would  hold  nothing 
contrary  to  this  Creed  nor  try  to  induce  others  to  accept 
their  contrary  belief,  the  Apostolic  Creed  could  indeed  serve 
as  the  norm  for  Christian  unity  and  close  friendship  in  the 
Lord.  If  that  were  the  case,  our  forefathers  would  not  have 
been  forced  to  draw  certain  bounds  for  the  endless  private 
and  public  expositions  which  from  time  to  time  led  men  into 
controversy  and  to  make  those  bounds  the  distinctive  marks 
of  the  orthodox  Church  in  those  doctrines  which  erring  men 
were  undermining.  ‘I  roadily  admit,’  Huelsemann  writes, 
‘that  men  may  be  saved  who  believe  nothing  further  than 
that  which  every  reader  draws  out  of  the  words  of  the 
Apostolic  Creed.  Yet  I  emphatically  deny  that  there  is  a  lay¬ 
man  who,  in  regard  to  those  points  in  which  some  think 
agreement  could  easily  be  reached  in  our  day,  believes 
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nothing  more  in  respect  to  divine  things  which  pertain  either 
to  man’s  salvation  or  damnation  besides  that  which  is  found 
m  the  Apostolic  Creed.’  ”  ( Dissert .  Instit.  ad  Collat.  Carthaq 
P-  67.) 

The  superficial  thinker  may  look  upon  this  whole  presen¬ 
tation  as  hair-splitting  micrology.  But  he  who  looks  beneath 
the  surface  will  soon  convince  himself  that  there  is  a  prin- 
ciple  involved  here  which  means  either  life  or  death  for  the 
Church.  If  we  uphold  this  principle,  we  shall  preserve  the 
treasure  of  our  Church;  should  we  sacrifice  it,  we  would 
throw  our  treasure  away.  If  our  Church  insists  only  on 
symbolical  and  not  at  the  same  time  upon  canonical  unity, 
as  Gerhard  calls  it,  i.  e.,  on  Biblical  unity,  then  our  Church 
is,  we  repeat  it,  not  an  orthodox  Church,  but  a  miserable 
sech  which  does  not  bind  itself  to  accept  the  whole  Word 
of  God  but  only  certain  doctrines  thereof.  No  matter  how 
dear  and  valuable  the  incomparable  Confessions  of  his 
Church  are  to  every  Lutheran,  he  does  not  permit  them  to 
become  the  Lutheran  Bible,  in  which  the  whole  faith  of  his 
Church  is  posited,  while  all  other  Biblical  doctrines  are  more 
or  less  irrelevant,  mere  subjects  “concerning  which  every 
sincere  Christian  may  hold  his  own  private  and  individual 
convictions.”  It  is  indeed  strange  that  men  who  constantly 
speak  against  placing  the  Confessions  above  the  Bible  declare 
themselves  bound  as  Lutherans  only  by  those  doctrines 
which  are  fixed  symbolically.  This  fact  makes  it  quite  evi¬ 
dent  who  those  men  are  that  actually  stand  on  Scripture 
and  believe  in  its  supreme  authority  as  well  as  in  its  clarity 
and  those  who  do  not.  ’ 

We  hope  we  have  incontrovertibly  proved  to  every  atten¬ 
tive  reader  that  also  the  hypothesis  of  a  successive  develop¬ 
ment  of  dogmas  whereby  some  men  try  to  bolster  up  the 
modern  theory  of  open  questions  is  a  false  argument. 

A  fourth  false  argument  for  the  modern  theory  of  open 
questions  is  the  appeal  to  certain  points  of  doctrine  in  which 
former  teachers  recognized  for  their  orthodoxy  have  erred 
Those  who  advance  this  argument  justify  it  in  the  following 
manner:  In  previous  eras  certain  teachers  of  our  Church 
entertained  divergent  opinions  without  being  accused  of 
heresy  or  denied  church-fellowship  by  their  fellow-Chris- 
tians.  Ought  not  a  present-day  teacher,  they  argue,  enjoy 
the  same  freedom  of  deviating  from  the  Word  of  God  in  the 
same  point?  Should  he  because  of  such  deviation  be  charged 
with  heresy,  deprived  of  fellowship,  and  denied  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  a  minister  in  the  orthodox  Church?  Would 
it  not  be  unanswerable  to  subject  any  teacher  within  the 
Lutheran  Church  to  disciplinary  action  because  he  holds  and 
defends  a  doctrine  which  men  like  Andreae,  Selnecker,  and 
J.  Gerhard  of  a  previous  period  espoused  with  impunity? 
Would  it  not  be  ultra-Lutheranism  to  insist  on  more  strict¬ 
ness  in  doctrine  now  than  men  did  in  the  golden  age  of 
Lutheran  orthodoxy? 

At  the  present  time  (1868)  the  leaders  of  the  Iowa  Synod 
in  particular  are  advancing  also  this  argument  in  their  en¬ 
deavor  to  bolster  up  their  theory  of  open  questions.  When 
their  attention  was  called  to  a  deviation  from  the  pure  doc¬ 
trine  on  the  part  of  some  of  their  men,  they  almost  invariably 
sought  to  justify  themselves  without  much  reference  to  the 
Bible;  they  appealed  mainly  to  the  authority  of  some  former 
teacher  of  our  Church  whose  orthodoxy  otherwise  is  undis¬ 
puted  and  claimed  that  the  point  in  question,  therefore 
necessarily  belonged  to  the  category  of  open  questions 
When  for  instance,  their  doctrine  on  the  millennium  and 
a  twofold  resurrection  of  the  flesh,  i.  e.,  the  resurrection  of 
the  saints  at  the  dawn  of  the  millennium  and  a  general 
resurrection  at  its  close,  was  attacked,  they  referred  to  Sel- 
necker  and  Dannhauer.  Or  when  we  denied  that  the  doctrine 
ot  bunday  as  it  is  taught  in  Scripture  and  in  our  Symbols 
is  an  open  question,  they  appealed  to  J.  Gerhard.  And  in 
*°.  P°int  they  went  so  far  as  to  admit  that 

the  doctrine  of  Sunday  in  our  Symbols  is  beyond  all  doubt 
the  doctrine  of  Holy  Writ,  but  since  such  an  eminent  teacher 
as  (jerhard  deviated  therein  from  Scripture,  every  other 
teacher  should  also  have  the  privilege  of  deviating  therein 
it  being  an  open  question. 

It  is  a  most  disagreeable  task  to  prove  to  Protestants,  to 
Lutherans,  and  in  general  to  men  who  claim  to  be  theologians 
and  Bible  students  par  excellence  how  utterly  groundless 
and  untenable  this  argument  for  the  modern  theory  of  open 
questions  is.  The  argument  “This  is  the  position  of  the 
Gfturch  fathers,  and  who  will  dare  to  declare  them  heretics?” 


was  a  formidable  weapon  with  which  the  papists  formerly 
lashed  at  Luther  and  the  principles  of  the  Reformation.  But 
Luther  and  the  whole  Lutheran  Church  have  always  ap¬ 
pealed  to  Scripture  as  the  final  authority  and  have  consis¬ 
tently  refused  to  recognize  the  Fathers  as  an  authority  cur¬ 
tailing  or  abrogating  the  supremacy  of  the  Bible.  What  else 
is  necessary  to  prove  that  this  argument  is  nothing  more  than 
a  brittle  reed?  Or  was  it  not  permissible,  perhaps  for  the 
papists  to  appeal  to  the  errors  of  the  Church  Fathers  who 
are  recognized  in  all  Christendom  as  orthodox  teachers  yea 
as  lights  and  pillars  of  the  Church,  but  is  quite  permissible 
tor  Lutherans  to  appeal  to  the  errors  of  their  orthodox 
lathers? 

Some  men  indeed  raise  this  objection:  “Is  it  right  to 
condemn  an  error  in  a  contemporary  fellow-Lutheran  and 
thereby  condemn  as  heretics  also  such  great  theologians  as 
J.  Gerhard  Selnecker,  and  others,  who  are  now  standing  be¬ 
fore  the  throne  of  God  in  glory  and  perfect  bliss’”  This 
objection  however,  is  met,  in  the  first  place,  with  the  same 
answer  that  our  fathers  gave  the  papists  in  the  Reformation 
era.  Patres  juerunt  lumina,  non  numina,  indices,  non  iudices 
mimstri,  non  magistri”  (the  fathers  were  lights  and  not 
gods,  teachers  and  not  judges,  servants  and  not  masters). 
In  refusing  to  make  the  deviations  of  our  Lutheran  fathers 
either  a  rule  for  our  faith  or  a  license  for  further  aberra¬ 
tions  from  the  Word  of  God,  we  are  following  their  own 
example  and  teaching.  We  are  not  only  treating  them  as 
‘hey  treated  the  Church  Fathers,  but  we  are  conscientiously 
abiding  by  their  express  direction  never  to  set  them  and 
their  writings  above  Christ  and  the  Word  of  God,  but  always 
to  prove  all  things  and  hold  fast  that  which  is  good  If  we 
them  pupils,  should  be  unwilling  to  follow  this  direction,  we 
should  prove  ourselves  unfaithful  to  the  trust  committed  to 
our  care  and  instead  of  being  an  honor  to  our  fathers  we 
should  disgrace  them  in  their  graves.  Our  fathers  did  not 
declare  the  Church  Fathers  to  be  heretics  when  they  rejected 
the  errors  which  the  papists  had  drawn  from  that  source  and 
were  doggedly  defending.  And  today,  in  rejecting  errors 
espoused  by  contemporary  men,  we  do  not  with  the  same 
breath  condemn  as  heretics  those  old  faithful  witnesses  and 
teachers  of  the  truth  because  they  entertained  the  same 
errors.  They  were  not  admonished,  and  hence,  owing  to 
human  weakness  and  not  to  hardness  of  heart,  they  did  not 
see  their  errors. 

Augustine  recognized  this  point  and  wrote:  “Whatever 
agrees  with  the  authority  of  Holy  Writ  in  the  writings  of 
Cyprian  I  accept  with  his  praise;  whatever  does  not  agree 
I  reject  with  his  permission.”  (Ad  Crescon.  Crammat ) 
Kromayer  expressed  a  similar  thought  in  these  words:  “The 
libraries  of  the  fathers  must  be  examined  with  consideration 
and  charity,  when  either  through  the  fault  of  their  era  they 
were  swept  along  as  in  a  mighty  stream  and  so  fell  in  aberra¬ 
tions,  or  spoke  unguardedly  now  and  then  in  the  heat  of 
controversies,  or  advanced  in  understanding  while  writing 
or  wrote  while  advancing.  For  it  would  be  quite  difficult 
to  find  a  father  whose  writings  are  entirely  free  from  error. 
Therefore  the  nakedness  of  the  fathers  must  be  covered  up, 
so  far  as  this  can  be  done  with  a  good  conscience.”  (Theol 
Positivo-polem.,  Part.  II.,  p.  37.)  We  apply  these  same  words 
to  the  old  teachers  of  our  Church  who  are  held  in  honor 
tor  their  orthodoxy  and  fidelity.  Those  men,  however,  who 
make  a  formal  business  of  ferreting  out  all  possible  weak¬ 
nesses  m  the  writings  of  the  old  orthodox  teachers  in  order 
to  find  seeming  support  for  their  theory  of  open  questions 
are  doing  whatever  lies  in  their  power  to  undermine  the 
reputation  of  these  faithful  witnesses  and  destroy  the  blessing 
of  their  writings.  Although  the  writings  of  the  fathers  are 
ot  inestimable  value  in  the  study  of  true  Biblical  theology, 
yet  for  the  champions  of  open  questions  they  exist  for  only 
one  purpose,  — to  show  how  far  one  may  depart  from  the 
doctrine  of  Scripture  without  sacrificing  one’s  reputation  for 
orthodoxy  and  faithfulness  to  the  Confessions.  Without  hesi¬ 
tation  we  declare  that  our  esteemed  Lutheran  teachers  were 
indeed  men  who  could  err  and  actually  did  err  in  some 
points.  On  the  one  hand,  those  errors  which  were  due  to 
their  weakness,  and  hence  have  been  forgiven,  must  not  be 
viewed  with  an  air  of  superiority,  nor  be  uncovered  in  a  be¬ 
littling,  derogatory  spirit,  nor  be  accepted  with  the  ulterior 
and  therefore  reprehensible  motive  of  fostering  indifference 
in  doctrine.  On  the  other  hand,  those  errors  must  be  con¬ 
sidered  in  a  spirit  of  love,  be  covered  up  in  order  to  preserve 
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the  blessing  emanating  from  the  fathers,  be  avoided  and  used 
as  a  warning  that  we  become  more  circumspect,  more  free 
from  idolatrous  confidence  in  men  in  spite  of  their  great 
fame,  wisdom,  and  piety,  and  more  conscious  of  the  fact 
that  Scripture  alone  is  the  perfect,  pure  fountain  of  truth, 
“the  sole  rule  and  standard  according  to  which  all  dogmas, 
together  with  all  teachers,  should  be  estimated  and  judged. 

.  .  .  Other  writings,  however,  of  ancient  or  modern  teachers 
(sive  patrum  sive  neotericorum  scripta),  whatever  name  they 
bear,  must  not  be  regarded  as  equal  to  the  Holy  Scriptures.” 
(Epitome,  Trigl.,  p.  777.)  Although  the  old  faithful  teachers 
of  our  Church  still  are  our  teachers  and  examples  in  many 
respects,  yet  in  the  errors  they  made  they  are  a  warning  to 
us  according  to  the  well-known  proverb  “Lapsus  maiorum 
sit  tremor  minorum,”  i.  e.,  “May  the  fall  of  the  great  deter 
the  smaller  spirits.” 

Error  and  sin  are  similar.  Just  as  all  Christians  still  have 
sin  because  of  their  natural  human  weakness,  so  all  of  them 
also  have  their  individual  errors.  And  both,  their  sins  as 
well  as  their  errors,  are  forgiven.  But  not  only  does  every 
wilful  sin  against  the  Law  of  God  frustrate  grace  and  con¬ 
demn;  also  every  wilful  error  against  revealed  truth  frus¬ 
trates  grace  and  condemns.  Just  as  one  and  the  same  sin  is 
forgiven  to  one  man  and  not  to  another,  so  one  and  the  same 
error  is  forgiven  to  one  man  and  not  to  another.  Likewise, 
just  as  he  sins  against  grace  who  wilfully  imitates  the  sins 
of  the  saints  which  they  committed  in  moments  of  weakness 
and  tries  to  justify  himself  by  appealing  to  the  saints,  so  he 
also  sins  against  grace  who  wilfully  imitates  the  errors  of 
the  orthodox  teachers  which  they  committed  in  moments 
of  weakness  and  tries  to  justify  himself  by  appealing  to  those 
teachers. 

Luther  held  this  fact  before  the  eyes  of  the  papists  on 
many  occasions.  In  his  essay  on  “The  Abuse  of  the  Mass,” 
written  in  the  year  1521,  he  says:  “In  the  second  place,  they 
[the  papists]  refer  us  to  the  holy  Fathers,  to  Gregory,  Ber¬ 
nard,  Bonaventura,  and  others,  who  used  this  canon  (the 
canon  of  the  Mass)  and  considered  the  Mass  a  sacrifice. 
To  appeal  to  the  work  and  life  of  the  saints  which  is  not 
founded  in  Scripture  is  a  most  dangerous  thing,  because  it 
is  evident  that  a  just  man  falls  seven  times  and  that  the 
saints  sin  in  many  ways,  Prov.  24: 16.  Who  will  convince  us 
that  it  is  not  sin  to  practise  and  perform  an  act  which 
cannot  be  justified  from  Scripture?  In  this  connection  I  praise 
St.  Anthony,  who  gave  the  sound  advice  that  no  one  should 
entertain  and  carry  out  an  act  without  authority  from  Scrip¬ 
ture.  Yes,  it  is  better  to  look  upon  the  acts  of  the  saints 
which  they  did  without  Scriptural  authority  as  sin  than  to 
adduce  them  as  good  examples.  Furthermore,  you  do  not 
rouse  any  saints  to  anger  when  you  regard  their  unscriptural 
acts  as  sin.  They  acknowledge  themselves  to  be  sinners. 
But  you  do  anger  God  and  the  saints  if  you  fall  through  the 
example  of  the  saints  and  break  your  neck.  .  .  .  There  are 
two  reasons  why  sins  cause  no  injury  to  the  saints  but  do 
destroy  the  godless.  The  first  is  this:  The  saints  have  faith 
in  Christ.  And  since  they  are  buried  in  such  faith  (although 
they  do  many  things  in  ignorance  which  are  damnable  for 
the  ungodly),  they  always  rise  again  and  are  preserved.  .  .  . 
The  second  reason  is  this:  Through  faith  in  Christ  the  saints 
are  so  wise  that  they  cling  only  to  God’s  mercy,  repudiating 
their  own  works  and  confessing  from  the  bottom  of  their 
hearts  that  their  works  are  unprofitable  and  sinful.  So  Ber¬ 
nard  said  on  his  death-bed:  “I  have  wasted  my  time,  for 
I  have  lived  an  unholy  life.”  —  In  Augustine  we  see  many 
errors,  but  he  recanted  them.  Would  they  not  have  damned 
him  if  he  had  not  been  preserved  in  the  true  faith?  For  the 
most  part  those  errors  are  contrary  to  faith.  But  as  he 
confessed  faith  in  Christ  and  feared  God,  they  could  not 
harm  him.  Whoever  should  try  to  follow  those  same  errors 
now  would  be  destroyed.  This  is  the  case  with  many  who 
follow  the  words  of  the  fathers  without  discriminating  be¬ 
tween  fallible  human  opinion  and  the  infallible  divine  truth. 
It  is  quite  apparent  that  the  saints  do  err  now  and  then,  even 
in  faith,  i.  e.,  they  are  not  yet  perfect,  but  they  do  not  perish 
because  of  the  faith  which  God  has  begun  in  them.  Those, 
however,  do  perish  who  accept  the  errors  of  the  saints  as 
truth  and  follow  them  as  examples.  There  is  no  prospect  of 
salvation  for  any  one  who  has  followed  the  saints  instead 
of  Scripture.  .  .  . 

“Such  also  is  the  case  with  the  sacrifice  of  the  Mass. 
Without  a  doubt  many  pious  Christians  still  cling  to  the 


Mass  in  simple  faith  and  regard  it  as  a  sacrifice.  But  since 
they  do  not  depend  on  this  sacrifice,  look  upon  everything 
they  themselves  do  as  sin,  and  cling  to  the  pure  mercy  of 
God,  they  are  saved  from  perishing  in  spite  of  this  error. 
However,  when  the  priests  who  celebrate  Mass  follow  this 
error  without  such  faith,  elevate  their  sacrifice,  and  sell  it 
for  genuine  goods,  they  deserve  to  have  this  error  charged 
against  them  and  perish  eternally  because  they  followed  the 
saints.  For  God  considers,  tries,  and  judges  the  hearts  and 
reins,  Ps.  7:9,  i.  e.,  the  inner  disposition  of  the  heart.  There¬ 
fore  God  relents  and  forgives  an  error  in  one  man  and  con¬ 
demns  the  same  error  in  another,  because  one  man  believes 
in  humble,  childlike  faith,  and  the  other  does  not.  .  .  . 
Since  we  have  finally  recognized  the  error,  it  is  no  longer 
proper  to  continue  therein  and  consider  the  Mass  as  a  sacri¬ 
fice.  That  would  be  a  sin  against  faith  and  against  our  own 
conscience,  —  a  sin  which  no  faith,  no  confession,  could  ex¬ 
cuse.  You  cannot  say:  I  will  err  after  the  manner  of  a  Chris¬ 
tian.  A  Christian  errs  in  ignorance,  and  St.  Paul  commands 
us  in  Rom.  14: 1  that  we  should  bear  with  an  erring  Christian 
(seeing  he  lives  by  the  grace  of  God),  because  it  is  not  right 
for  us  to  despise  and  condemn  him  who  does  not  yet  recog¬ 
nize  his  error  as  error.  It  is  our  duty,  however,  to  point  out 
error  to  everybody  and  no  longer  consider  it  truth,  so  that 
the  sins  of  the  godless  do  not  increase  and  no  offense  be 
given  to  weak  consciences.  .  .  .  Gregory,  Bernard,  Bona¬ 
ventura,  Francis,  Dominic,  and  their  followers,  failing  to 
recognize  the  true  nature  of  the  Papacy,  held  the  Pope  and 
his  dominion  in  high  esteem  and  believed  that  all  his  ways 
and  acts  were  divine,  Christian,  and  ordained  of  God;  yet 
the  Papacy  with  all  its  ecclesiastical  courts,  ordinances,  and 
decrees  is  manifestly  contrary  to  the  Gospel.  They  have 
misinterpreted  the  Gospel,  building  up  and  fortifying  the 
Pope  and  his  realm  through  some  glaring  errors.  Is  it  not 
unchristian  to  believe  that  the  Pope  is  the  ‘rock,’  Matt.  16: 18? 
Is  it  not  unchristian  to  interpret  the  ‘sea,’  Matt.  14:29,  as  hu¬ 
man  beings,  on  whom  St.  Peter  and  the  Pope  are  to  walk, 
i.  e.,  over  whom  they  are  to  rule?  Is  it  not  unchristian  to 
suppose  that  the  word  ‘feed’  should  imply  the  honor,  power, 
and  authority  of  the  Pope?  There  are  many  similar  errors 
of  the  saints.  Yet,  failing  to  recognize  them  as  errors,  they 
adhered  to  them  in  simple,  Christian  faith;  therefore,  God 
forgave  them.  But  those  who  know  and  acknowledge  them 
to  be  errors  and  still  adhere  to  them  as  though  they  were 
not  erroneous  do  indeed  follow  the  Fathers;  nevertheless, 
they  will  not  be  in  sweet  communion  with  them  in  heaven. 
The  Fathers  finally  renounced  their  errors  and  were  received 
in  grace.  Certain  men  of  our  day,  however,  consider  those 
errors  as  articles  of  faith  and  promulgate  and  defend  them 
as  such  unto  their  end.”  (Walch,  XIX:  1378 — 1385.) 

In  another  connection  Luther  declares  that  it  is  permis¬ 
sible,  and  at  times  obligatory,  to  condemn  the  error  of  an 
orthodox  person  which  he  entertained  in  weakness,  without 
at  the  same  time  condemning  that  orthodox  teacher.  He 
illustrates  this  instance  in  the  case  of  Cyprian  as  follows: 
“St.  Augustine  condemns  St.  Cyprian’s  doctrine  of  anabap- 
tism”  (concerning  those  baptized  by  heretics);  “and  ever 
since,  that  doctrine  has  been  justly  condemned.  But  we  could 
easily  be  satisfied  with  Cyprian,  for  in  him  Christ  comforts 
us  poor  sinners  wonderfully  by  showing  us  that  His  great 
saints  also  were  human  just  as  we  are.”  (Of  Councils  and 
Churches,  XVI:  2657.)  Luther  does  not  want  to  deprive  even 
St.  Thomas  of  his  holiness,  great  as  his  errors  were.  He 
wrote:  “Yet  I  do  not  doubt  that  his  doctrine  (that  of  St. 
Thomas),  dull  and  without  spirit  though  it  is,  is  one  of  the 
vessels  full  of  the  wrath  of  God  which  He  has  sent  down 
upon  this  earth,  Rev.  15: 7, 16, 17.  Mainly  because  of  this 
doctrine  he  became  a  (papistic)  saint  and  received  his 
canonization  from  such  a  man  as  he  deserved.  I  do  not  wish 
to  say  that  he  is  not  holy,  although  he  did  teach  doctrines 
that  are  truly  heretical  and  undermine  the  teaching  of  Christ. 
He  may  have  done  this  in  ignorance.  I  am  sorry,  however, 
that  his  influence  deceived  so  many  noble  Christians  and 
induced  them  to  accept  arid  wastes  instead  of  beautiful 
flowers.  (Cf.  Lam.  4: 5.)”  —  (Revelation  of  the  Antichrist, 
A.  D.,  1521,  XVIII:  1760.) 

It  is  no  doubt  necessary  at  this  point  to  call  attention  to 
the  following  facts:  1.  In  the  writings  of  otherwise  orthodox 
teachers  more  than  just  a  few  important  points  of  doctrine 
can  be  found  which  are  erroneous.  But  an  appeal  to  the 
deviations  of  the  otherwise  orthodox  teachers  as  a  justifica- 
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tion  for  the  theory  of  open  questions  necessarily  leads  to 
complete  destruction  of  all  purity  and  unity  in  doctrine. 
2.  “Quum  duo  dicunt  idem,  non  est  idem,”  i.  e.,  when  two 
men  seem  to  say  the  same  thing,  the  meaning  is  not  always 
the  same.  3.  When  influential,  esteemed  orthodox  teachers 
of  a  past  generation  deviated  in  some  point,  there  was  no 
one,  as  a  rule,  who  noticed  this  deviation  or,  if  he  did,  he 
did  not  possess  the  courage  to  contradict  the  influential 
teacher.  4.  Because  of  increasing  wide-spread  indifference 
and  vigorous  attacks  on  Christian  doctrine,  times  arise  when 
it  is  more  important  and  necessary  than  otherwise  to  attack 
even  the  smallest  deviation  in  a  certain  point  of  doctrine. 

The  foregoing  argument  may  suffice  to  prove  how  futile 
it  is  to  seek  support  for  the  theory  of  open  questions  in  the 
writings  of  recognized  orthodox  teachers  because  they  erred 
in  certain  points.  In  this  entire  question  much  is  at  stake. 
We  must  always  defend  and  preserve  the  chief  principle  of 
Protestantism,  the  fact  that  the  norm  of  all  doctrine  is  not 
posited  in  human  writings,  but  alone  in  the  Word  of  God. 
Let  men  continue  to  flaunt  a  naevus  from  our  old,  highly 
honored  orthodox  teachers  whenever  their  unionistic  theory 
of  open  questions  is  attacked.  Let  them  maintain  they  want 
the  Lutheran  doctrine  of  Sunday  which  they  admit  is  Scrip¬ 
tural  to  be  considered  as  an  open  question  because  Gerhard 
erred  therein.  As  good  Protestants  we  shall  always  meet 
them  with  the  words  “Amicus  Plato,  amicus  Socrates,  amicus 
Lutherus,  amicus  Gerhardus,  sed  magis  arnica  veritas,  magis 
arnica  Scriptura  Sacra.”  And  with  St.  Paul  and  all  the  apos¬ 
tles  we  say:  “But  though  we  or  an  angel  from  heaven  preach 
any  other  gospel  unto  you  than  that  which  we  have  preached 
unto  you,  let  him  be  accursed,”  Gal.  1: 8. 

Finally,  the  proponents  of  the  modem  theory  of  open 
questions  advance  the  argument  that  there  are  doctrines  of 
faith  in  the  Bible  which  God  did  not  reveal  in  clear-cut, 
unmistakable  terms.  ... 

Every  one,  with  the  exception  of  the  papist  perhaps,  will 
admit  the  Biblical  attributes  of  perspicuity  and  clarity 
(perspicuitas  et  claritas).  Holy  Writ  lays  claim  to  these 
attributes  in  almost  countless  passages.  Since  the  Bible  is 
the  revelation  of  God  to  men  who  are  sitting  in  darkness 
and  in  the  shadow  of  death,  a  lamp  unto  their  feet  and 
a  light  unto  their  path  on  the  way  to  life  everlasting,  it  must 
be  clear;  and  every  one  who  believes  in  Holy  Writ  gladly 
confesses  the  reality  of  this  clearness.  Who  of  us  will  deny 
that  God,  the  Creator  of  human  speech,  is  able  to  speak 
clearly?  Who  will  deny  that  God,  the  eternal  Truth,  Wisdom, 
and  Love,  intended  to  speak  clearly?  Who  will  deny  that 
God  actually  did  speak  clearly,  yea,  was  obligated  to  speak 
clearly,  in  that  Scripture  which  He  inspired  for  just  one 
purpose  —  to  tell  man  what  he  must  know  in  order  to  be 
saved?  These  denials  can  be  made  only  by  one  who  either 
does  not  believe  in  God  or  at  least  not  in  the  divine  origin 
and  purpose  of  the  Bible. 

It  is  indeed  true  that  some  passages  in  Holy  Writ  are  more 
or  less  obscure,  e.  g.,  passages  with  historical,  archeological, 
geographical,  chronological,  ethnological,  genealogical,  and 
onomastic  difficulties  or  prophecies  whose  correct  solution 
will  be  necessary  and  possible  only  when  they  have  been 
fulfilled.  Linguistic  difficulties  in  certain  chapters  also  pre¬ 
vent  us  from  fully  comprehending  the  sense  intended  by  the 
sacred  writers.  On  these  points  the  readers  and  exegetes  of 
the  Bible  cannot  arrive  at  an  apodictic  interpretation  but 
can  reach  only  a  probable  one.  In  the  first  place,  this  lack 
of  absolute  certainty  cannot  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that 
the  Bible  itself  is  obscure  in  this  or  that  passage;  it  merely 
seems  to  be  obscure  because  the  teacher  or  exegete  is  not 
able  to  verify  all  the  recorded  historical  data,  is  puzzled  by 
grammatical  or  lexical  questions,  etc.  The  obscurity  is  not 
objective,  but  subjective.  In  the  second  •  place,  this  whole 
question  of  subjective  obscurity  is  irrelevant  to  the  point 
which  we  are  considering  in  this  series  of  articles,  namely, 
Does  the  Bible  actually  contain  articles  of  faith  —  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  Sunday,  for  instance  —  which  are  not  clear  and 
therefore  can  easily  be  misunderstood?  Even  though  a  per¬ 
son  has  no  knowledge  of,  or  only  an  imperfect  knowledge  of, 
historical  data  and  related  facts,  yet  he  is  able  to  find  and 
walk  the  way  of  salvation  under  all  circumstances  without 
any  hindrance.  But  in  order  to  be  saved,  he  must  know  and 
believe  the  articles  of  faith.  Without  the  clear  divine  revela- 
tion  and  the  knowledge  of  these  articles  it  is  impossible  not 
only  for  the  “man  of  God,”  the  theologian,  to  use  the  Scrip¬ 


ture  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  correction,  for  instruction 
in  righteousness,  in  order  to  be  made  perfect,  thoroughly 
furnished  unto  all  good  works  (2  Tim.  3:16, 17),  but  also  for 
the  layman  to  walk  the  way  of  salvation  under  all  circum¬ 
stances  without  any  hindrance.  Scripture  is  the  complete 
revelation  of  the  way  of  salvation;  therefore  it  must  be  clear 
exact,  and  unambiguous  in  all  articles  of  faith.  Whoever 
denies  this  fact  denies  the  fundamental  doctrine  of  the  clarity 
of  Scripture.  Therefore,  Aug.  Pfeiffer  began  his  book  on 
Hermeneutics  with  the  following  words:  “The  papists  and 
we  have  been  earnestly  debating  the  question  whether  Holy 
Scripture,  especially  in  matters  of  faith  and  morals,  is  suf¬ 
ficiently  clear  or  possibly  obscure.  The  papists  claim  it  is 
obscure;  we  maintain  that  it  is  clear,  although  we  do  make 
several,  especially  two,  restrictions.  In  the  first  place  we 
distinguish  between  a  total  and  a  partial  obscurity.  We 
admit  that  there  is  a  partial  obscurity,  i.  e.,  we  take  into 
account  those  passages  of  Holy  Scripture  that  are  obscure 
and  present  difficulties  which  we  cannot  satisfactorily  solve. 
Onomastic  (questions  pertaining  to  proper  names)  and  chro¬ 
nological  difficulties  and  gaps  in  the  genealogy  of  Christ 
cast  a  shadow  over  some  portions  of  Scripture  so  that  no 
Bible  student  is  able  to  remove  all  those  difficulties.  ‘For 
the  Holy  Ghost  (as  Augustine  says  in  the  twelfth  book  of 
his  De  Doctrina  Christiana )  has  organized  the  books  of  the 
Bible  in  such  a  wonderful,  salutary  way  that  He  wanted  to 
satisfy  the  hunger  of  the  soul  through  the  passages  which 
are  clearer  than  others  and  to  ward  off  satiety  through  those 
which  are  obscure.’  (Ita  magnif.ce  et  salubriter  Spiritus 
Sanctus  Scripturas  Sanctas  modifcavit,  ut  locis  apertioribus 
fami  occurreret,  obscurioribus  autem  fastidia  detergeret.)  At 
the  same  time  we  deny  that  the  Holy  Scriptures  are  totally 
obscure  and  maintain  especially  that  every  dogma  pertaining 
to  faith  and  morals  is  set  forth  somewhere  in  Holy  Writ  in 
language  so  clear  and  unequivocal  that  any  one  who  searches 
the  Bible  conscientiously  can  know  and  believe  it.  In  the 
second  place,  we  distinguish  between  subjective  and  objec¬ 
tive  obscurity  and  say  that  Holy  Writ  is  not  obscure  eo  ipso 
nor  with  respect  to  the  object  that  must  be  known  if  faith 
in  the  true  God  is  to  be  engendered.  It  is  obscure  only 
through  certain  circumstances  (per  accidens)  in  the  subject 
who  does  not  fully  comprehend  its  meaning  because  of  im¬ 
proper  training  or  equipment,  being  handicapped  either  by 
lack  of  necessary  knowledge  or  because  of  an  evil  disposition 
of  soul.”  ( Thesaur .  Hermeneut.,  p.  1  sq.) 

Luther  testifies  repeatedly  that  the  seeming  obscurity  of 
Scripture  is  due  primarily  to  an  imperfect  knowledge  of  the 
language,  and  is  subjective,  not  objective.  To  Erasmus  he 
wrote:  “If  there  is  any  obscurity  in  Scripture,  it  is  due  here 
and  there  to  the  words  and  idiomatic  phrases  of  the  language, 
or  to  use  a  Greek  term,  due  to  grammar.  It  is,  in  general, 
such  an  obscurity  as  does  not  prevent  any  one  from  grasping 
the  sum  and  substance  of  Scripture  —  the  dogmas.”  (Walch, 
XVIII,  2068.)  In  another  connection  he  wrote:  “The  Sophists 
have  said  that  Scripture  is  obscure;  they  have  supposed  that 
it  is  a  characteristic  of  the  Word  of  God  to  use  obscure,  odd 
terms.  But  they  fail  to  see  that  the  difficulty  lies  in  the 
languages  themselves.  If  it  were  possible  for  us  to  under¬ 
stand  the  languages  perfectly,  nothing  would  be  so  easy  to 
grasp  as  the  Word  of  God.  The  Turkish  language  is  jargon 
to  me  because  I  do  not  understand  it;  yet  a  Turkish  child 
of  seven  years  readily  comprehends  his  own  tongue.”  ( Letter 
to  the  Mayors  and  Aldermen  of  All  Cities  of  Germany  in 
Behalf  of  Christian  Schools,  St.  L.,  X,  473.) 

It  is  also  true  that  there  are  passages  in  Holy  Writ  which 
contain  no  references  to  historical  data,  etc.,  but  which  speak 
of  doctrines  of  faith  and  yet  are  not  free  from  obscurity. 
Some  indeed  are  so  obscure  that  they  seem  to  contradict 
other  passages  which  are  clear.  But  this  fact  does  not  furnish 
any  ground  for  supposing  that  Scripture  contains  doctrines 
of  faith  which  are  not  clearly  and  unmistakably  revealed. 
The  clarity  and  perspicuity  of  Scripture  are  vindicated  by 
this  particular  point:  all  doctrines  of  faith,  although  some  of 
them  are  referred  to  in  a  few  obscure  Scripture  passages, 
are  without  exception  expressed  in  clear,  unambiguous 
words,  which  enable  the  conscientious  Bible  student  to 
understand  the  obscure  passages.  A  denial  of  this  is  a  denial 
of  the  clarity  of  Scripture,  a  denial  that  we  really  have 
a  sure  prophetic  apostolic  Word,  a  light  that  shines  in  a  dark 
place,  a  sun  that  comes  out  of  his  chamber  like  a  bridegroom 
and  rejoices  like  a  strong  man  to  run  his  course;  a  sure 
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testimony  of  the  Lord,  making  wise  the  simple;  the  com¬ 
mandments  of  the  Lord,  rejoicing  the  heart  and  enlightening 
the  eyes.  (2  Pet.  1;  Ps.  19.)  Sad  to  say,  there  is  hardly 
a  Christian  doctrine  in  our  day  which  has  sunk  into  greater 
oblivion  than  this  doctrine  or  has  been  so  decisively  elimi¬ 
nated  as  a  piece  of  former  narrow-mindedness.  The  whole 
present  theological  intelligentsia  is  searching  the  Scriptures 
eagerly,  holding  not  only  that  there  are  many  passages  which 
need  further  clarification  (a  fact  which  we  do  not  deny), 
but  also  that  much  material  for  important  new  dogmas  will 
be  discovered. 

Luther,  who  wrote  many  a  precious  word  against  this 
kind  of  Bible-study,  expressed  himself  in  the  following  man¬ 
ner  in  his  exposition  of  Psalm  37:  “But  if  any  one  of  them 
attacks  you  and  says,  ‘You  must  have  the  exegesis  of  the 
fathers;  the  Bible  is  obscure,’  you  must  answer,  ‘This  is  not 
true.’  No  book  on  earth  is  so  clear  as  the  Holy  Scriptures. 
It  excels  every  other  book  just  as  the  sun  excels  every  other 
light.  They  employ  the  foregoing  language  because  they 
wish  to  lead  us  away  from  Scripture  and  set  themselves  over 
us  as  our  masters,  so  that  we  may  believe  their  fantastic 
dreams.  It  is  a  shocking  disgrace,  blasphemy  against  the 
Holy  Scriptures  and  all  Christendom,  to  say  that  Holy  Scrip¬ 
ture  is  obscure  and  not  clear  enough  to  enable  every  one 
to  understand  it  and  then  teach  and  prove  what  he  believes. 
Take  careful  note  of  this  fact:  Would  it  not  be  a  great  shame 
for  you  or  me  to  be  called  a  Christian  and  at  the  same  time 
not  know  what  we  believe?  But  if  I  know  what  I  believe, 
I  know  what  is  in  Scripture;  for  it  contains  nothing  else  than 
Christ  and  the  Christian  faith.  Therefore,  when  the  Christian 
hears  Scripture,  it  is  so  clear  and  plain  to  him  that  he  says 
without  any  help  from  the  commentaries  of  all  the  fathers 
and  teachers:  ‘That  is  right;  that  is  what  I  also  believe.’  .  .  . 
It  is  indeed  true  that  some  passages  of  Scripture  are  obscure, 
but  in  them  the  same  truth  must  be  sought  which  is  found 
in  clear,  unmistakable  passages.  And  then  heretics  arise 
who  interpret  obscure  passages  according  to  their  own  bias 
and  on  the  basis  of  their  interpretation  contend  against  the 
clear  passages  and  foundation  of  faith.  So  the  fathers  strove 
against  them  with  the  clear  passages,  shed  light  on  those  that 
are  obscure,  and  proved  that  the  obscure  said  nothing  more 
than  that  which  is  expressed  in  the  clear.  This  is  the  correct 
method  of  Bible-study.  ...  Be  assured,  without  doubt  there 
is  nothing  brighter  than  the  sun,  which  is  Scripture;  but 
if  a  cloud  passes  in  front  of  the  sun,  the  very  same  sun  is 
behind  it.  Likewise,  if  there  is  an  obscure  passage  in  Scrip¬ 
ture,  do  not  doubt  but  that  the  same  truth  lies  hidden  in  it 
that  is  very  clear  in  another  passage.  Whoever,  therefore, 
cannot  understand  the  obscure  ought  to  abide  by  the  clear.” 
(St.  L„  V,  334  ff.) 

Finally,  it  is  also  true  that  doctrines  of  faith  are  not 
always  so  clear  and  evident  in  Scripture  in  this  sense  that 
every  one  may  at  once  see  and  find  them,  even  though  he 
reads  Scripture  half  asleep,  with  his  eyes  half  closed,  or  his 
mind  preoccupied  with  prejudices.  In  order  to  see  and  find 
all  doctrines  of  faith  in  Scripture,  it  is  necessary  not  only  to 
read  the  sacred  pages,  but  also  to  seek  and  search  them, 
keeping  the  mind  free  from  all  prejudices  and  open  to  every 
ray  of  light  emanating  from  them.  Therefore  Christ  Himself 
does  not  only  say:  “Read  the  Scriptures,”  but:  “Search  the 
Scriptures”  (fquvvuxf  xa;  ygucfci;),  “for  in  them  ye  think 
ye  have  eternal  life;  and  they  are  they  which  testify  of  Me,” 
John  5:39.  This  fact  does  not  give  any  one  any  support  for 
assuming  that  Scripture  contains  articles  of  faith  which  are 
not  clearly  and  unmistakably  revealed.  The  clarity  and 
perspicuity  of  Scripture  make  it  possible  for  any  one  to 
understand  any  book  of  the  Bible;  nevertheless,  the  Bible 
student  must  read  carefully,  search  earnestly,  be  free  from 
prejudice,  be  open-minded  and  receptive  to  the  truth.  There¬ 
fore  the  apostle  wrote:  “But  if  our  Gospel  be  hid,  it  is  hid 
to  them  that  are  lost;  in  whom  the  god  of  this  world  hath 
blinded  the  minds  of  them  which  believe  not,  lest  the  light 
of  the  glorious  Gospel  of  Christ,  who  is  the  Image  of  God, 
should  shine  unto  them,”  2  Cor.  4:3, 4.  Is  it  not  shocking 
when  people  ascribe  to  the  alleged  obscurity  and  ambiguity 
of  the  Scriptures  what  is  merely  the  result  of  human  blind¬ 
ness  and  malice  or  at  any  rate  of  human  weakness? 

Whatever  is  not  “clearly  and  unmistakably”  revealed  in 
Scripture  is  not  revealed  at  all.  To  maintain  that  certain 
doctrines  of  faith  are  indeed  revealed  in  Scripture  but  not 
in  clear,  understandable  words  is  nothing  else  than  a  denial 


2  43 

of  God’s  wisdom  and  goodness  and  blasphemy  against  God  or 
a  denial  of  the  divine  origin  of  Holy  Writ.  Tertium  non  datur. 

When  our  opponents  set  up  as  an  argument  for  the  sup¬ 
port  of  their  theory  of  open  questions  the  principle  that  some 
doctrines  of  faith,  that  of  Sunday,  for  instance,  are  not  clearly 
and  unmistakably  revealed  in  Scripture,  they  give  evidence 
of  an  irreconcilable  difference  in  their  theology  and  that  of 
our  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church.  For  the  Evangelical  Lu¬ 
theran  Church  in  her  whole  theology  stands  upon  the  prin¬ 
ciple  that  Scripture  is  clear  and  plain  in  all  doctrines  of  faith. 
Therefore  she  lets  Scripture  speak  for  itself  and  judges 
doctrines  by  the  clear  Word  of  God.  Our  opponents,  how¬ 
ever,  proceed  from  the  principle  that  Scripture  is  obscure 
and  easily  misunderstood  also  in  doctrines  of  faith  and,  con¬ 
sequently,  let  their  own  judgment  decide  one  way  or  the 
other. 

This  is  an  error  of  far-reaching,  ruinous  consequences. 
We  know  with  what  detrimental  effect  the  Papacy  has  in¬ 
sisted  on  the  principle  that  Scripture  is  obscure  and  difficult 
to  understand.  We  also  know  how  the  Reformed  Church 
has  applied  this  principle  to  the  clear  words  of  the  institution 
of  the  Lord’s  Supper.  The  Reformed  attitude  demonstrates 
that  our  opponents  gain  nothing  by  maintaining  that  they 
do  not  count  the  doctrine  of  Baptism  and  the  Lord’s  Supper 
among  the  open  questions  because  they  are  clearly  and  un¬ 
mistakably  revealed  in  God’s  Word.  For  if  we  accept  as  true 
that  Scripture  contains  doctrines  of  faith,  e.  g.,  the  doctrine 
of  Sunday,  which  are  not  clearly  and  unmistakably  revealed, 
we  have  destroyed  a  pillar  of  revelation,  whose  ruin  will 
eventually  involve  the  collapse  of  the  whole  structure.  If 
men  do  not  want  to  bring  about  this  ruin,  —  and  certainly 
some  of  our  opponents  do  not  desire  it,  —  there  is  only  one 
course  for  them  to  pursue,  i.  e.,  to  admit  that  Scripture  is 
plain  and  clear  in  all  doctrines  of  faith  and  to  agree  that 
everything  which  is  clearly  and  unmistakably  revealed  in 
Scripture  can  be  proved  from  its  chapters  either  in  a  brief 
statement  or  in  a  more  or  less  elaborate  essay  or  after 
solving  some  existing  difficulties.  The  Arminians  are  a  further 
example  of  the  ruin  caused  by  this  false  principle.  This  is 
what  Calvoer  says  of  them:  “They  claim  that  no  one  is 
bound  to  believe  anything  outside  of  that  which  is  plainly 
written  in  so  many  words  in  Scripture  or  that  can  be  de¬ 
duced  and  proved  from  the  words  of  the  Bible  according  to 
the  laws  of  logic  and  so  be  grasped  with  the  hands,  as  it 
were,  as,  for  example,  the  sequence  ‘It  runs;  therefore  it 
moves.’  Consequently,  according  to  their  opinion,  no  one  is 
bound  to  believe  in  the  mystery  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  in  the 
personal  union  in  Christ,  in  the  essential  presence  of  Christ’s 
body  and  blood  in  Holy  Communion,  etc.,  especially  not,  if 
he  has  scruples  in  regard  to  any  of  these  doctrines.  The 
following  must  also  be  added  to  the  things  which  one  is 
not  obligated  to  believe,  namely,  that  the  Holy  Ghost  must 
be  worshiped;  that  Christ  was  born  of  the  substance  of 
Mary;  that  the  fathers  of  the  Old  Testament  died  in  the  hope 
of  eternal  life;  that  faith  in  Christ  is  one;  that  men  are 
justified  through  the  merits  of  Christ;  that  Christ  was  not 
bound  to  be  obedient;  that  faith  is  received  through  the 
merits  of  Christ;  that  children  can  be  regenerated;  that  there 
is  original  sin;  that  sins  flowing  out  of  original  sin  are  essen¬ 
tially  sin;  that  the  death  which  God  pronounced  upon  Adam 
was  at  the  same  time  eternal  death;  that  God  is  omnipresent, 
omniscient;  that  concupiscence  belongs  to  the  sins  for  whose 
forgiveness  we  ask  in  the  Lord’s  Prayer;  that  man  cannot 
free  himself  from  sin;  that  the  government  may  shed  blood; 
that  the  Decalog  demands  everything  that  is  to  be  done, 
even  self-denial,  taking  up  one’s  cross,  etc.;  that  it  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  believe  in  infant  baptism;  that  Baptism  is  a  seal  of 
the  forgiveness  of  sins;  that  the  same  bodies  will  rise  from 
the  dead.  For,  they  believe,  it  is  impossible  to  prove  from 
Scripture  that  any  one  of  these  points  is  undeniably  true 
and  must  necessarily  be  accepted.”  ( Fissurae  Zionis.  Lips. 
1700.  4.  p.  541  sq.) 

What  a  long  list  of  doctrines  which  they  allege  are  not 
clearly  and  unmistakably  revealed  in  Scripture!  But  the 
principle  that  Scripture  contains  doctrines  of  faith  which  are 
not  clearly  and  unmistakably  revealed  and  must  therefore 
be  counted  as  open  questions  inevitably  leads  not  only  to 
unionism  and  syncretism,  but  also  to  thoroughgoing  skepti¬ 
cism  and  indifference  in  doctrine,  even  to  the  most  shocking 
unbelief,  and  finally  ends  in  the  principle  of  the  well-known 
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scoffer  who  said:  Ein  jeder  kann  nach  seiner  Facon  selig 
werden.  ’  What  is  the  language  of  the  unionists'  all  the 
way  down  the  line  to  the  most  rabid  unbelievers,  when  they 
are  confronted  with  the  letter  of  God’s  Word?  “Yes  ”  they 
say,  “those  words  are  indeed  written,  but  who  will  incon- 
trovertibly  prove  to  me  that  your  or  my  exposition  of  this 
passage  is  the  correct  one?  Does  not  all  strife  in  Christendom 
arise  out  of  human  interpretation?” 

The  words  that  Luther  wrote  concerning  the  alloiosis  with 
which  Zwingli  tried  to  support  his  doctrine  of  Holy  Com¬ 
munion:  “Beware,  beware,  I  say,  of  the  alloiosis;  it  is  the 
devil  s  specter;  for  it  finally  gives  us  a  Christ  after  whom 
I  would  not  like  to  be  called  a  Christian”  must  be  applied 
to  the  principle  that  doctrines  of  faith  are  not  clearly  and 


unmistakably  revealed  in  Scripture,  for  it  takes  the  verv 
heart  out  of  the  Bible  and  prevents  us  from  believing  its 
divine  message.  s  b 

We  close  with  this  prayer  on  our  lips:  May  the  Lord 
guard  and  defend  the  Church,  the  dearly  bought  communion 
of  saints  in  this  new  fatherland  of  ours  against  the  inane 
theory  which  at  the  present  time  is  a  cancerous  sore  in  the 
theology  and  the  Church  of  our  former  fatherland  and  which 
it  it  gained  ground  here,  would  gnaw  at  the  root  of  the 
freshly  budding  tree  of  our  American  Church  and  cause  it 
to  wither  away  again!  A  general  acceptance  of  this  principle 
would  indeed  establish  peace  in  the  Church,  but  a  syncretis- 
tlc  Peace,  of  which  the  sainted  Dannhauer  said:  Foris  rinnvii 
mtus  iniwr;  (externally  peace,  internally  discord) 
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policy  making  141 
See  also  names  of  various  boards 
Borchert,  Norbert  E.  25 
Brazil  District 

Inslituto  Concordia  de  Sao  Leopoldo  14 
167  (2) 

Instituto  Concordia  de  Sao  Paulo  112 
167  (2) 

schools,  elections  167  (2) 
sister-church  status  131-2 
Breakfast  programs  195 
Bronxville  See  Concordia  College,  Bronx- 
ville 

Buege,  Wm.  A.,  evening  devotions  91-7 
Bylaws  See  Handbook  revisions 

CTCR  See  Theology  and  Church  Relations, 
Commission  on 

California  Concordia  College,  Oakland 
Board  of  Control  election  46 
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closing  174,  175 
convention  representatives  14 
“A  Call  to  Openness  and  Trust”  42,  56, 
128-9 

Campus  ministry  113 
Canada 

Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Canada 
34,  138  (2) 

inter- Lutheran  fellowship  132,  138  (2) 
Lutheran  Church  in  America  —  Canada 
Section  132,  138 

Lutheran  Church  —  Canada  138  (2),  152 
Lutheran  Council  in  Canada  30,  138 
retirement  plans  211,  213,  216 
Synod  of  Evangelical  Lutheran  Churches 
138 

Candidates  for  ministry,  eligibility  175 
Carino,  Alvaro  A.  25 
Carpenter,  Milton  210 
Casualty  and  fire  insurance  141 
Catechism,  “true”  in  new  translation  124 
Censorship  62.  117 

See  also  Doctrinal  Review,  Board  of 
Chaplaincy,  armed  forces  26 
China  Ev.  Lutheran  Church  (Taiwan)  130 
“Christian  Reflections  on  Abortion”  128 
Church  Extension,  Board  for 
Handbook  revisions  146 
convention  representatives  14 
election  results  45 
management  107 

Church  Extension  Fund  25,  107  (3) 

Church  literature  and  communications 
199-206 
art  203 

Commission  on  Church  Literature  15, 
203 

floor  committee  (no.  10)  19 
General  Editor  position  117 
resolutions  199-206 
See  also  Communications 
Church  relations  130-9 

exchange  study  program  115 
floor  committee  (no.  3)  19,  139 
guidelines  132 

international  theological  conference  131 
joint  statements  129-30,  133 
Lutheran  World  Federation  131 
minutes  25,  29,  31-2,  33,  34,  36,  43 
National  Council  of  Churches  131 
President's  report  57-9,  62 
Reformed- Lutheran  discussions  129-30 
resolutions  130-9 
sister  churches  130 
World  Council  of  Churches  131 
See  also  Fellowship;  specific  Lutheran 
bodies 
Circuits 

counselors,  nomination  of  155 
stewardship  conferences  215-6 
Closing 

address  99-100 
daily  evening  devotions  91-7 
Colleges  and  seminaries  See  Higher  educa¬ 
tion;  Higher  Education,  Board  for; 
names  of  institutions 
Collegiality  See  Council  of  Presidents 
Colloquies,  Committee  on  176 
Commerce  Building  211 
Commission  on  Theology  and  Church  Re¬ 
lations  See  Theology  and  Church  Re¬ 
lations,  Commission  on 
Commissions 

appointment  methods  148-9 
geographic  representation  140,  180 
policy  making  141 
See  also  specific  commissions 
Committees 

convention  floor  committees  19-20 
geographic  representation  140,  180 
See  also  specific  committees 
Communications  199-206 

Division  of  203-4  (2),  205-6 
floor  committee  (no.  10)  19 
mass  media  61,  203-4,  205-6 
minutes  23,  28,  39 
press  and  synodical  affairs  63 
profanity  in  mass  media  205-6 
resolutions  199-206 

See  also  Church  literature  and  commu¬ 
nications;  individual  media,  e.  g., 
Television 
Communion 
first  127 

practices  and  policies  116 

“true”  in  new  Catechism  translation  124 


246 


INDEX 


Compatibility  in  appointments  150 
Concordia,  Mo.,  St.  Paul’s  College  14,  46 
Concordia  College,  Bronxville  14,  46 
Concordia  College,  Edmonton  14,  46 
anniversary  26 

Concordia  College,  Milwaukee  14,  46 
Concordia  College,  Oakland  See  California 
Concordia  College,  Oakland 
Concordia  College,  Portland  14,  46 
Concordia  College,  St.  Paul  13,  46 
Concordia  Historical  Institute  15,  206,  207 
Concordia  Institute,  Sao  Leopoldo,  Brazil 
14,  167  (2) 

Concordia  Institute.  Sao  Paulo.  Brazil  112, 
167  (2) 

Concordia  Lutheran  College  of  Texas,  Aus¬ 
tin  14,  46 

Concordia  Lutheran  Junior  College,  Ann 
Arbor  14,  46 
Concordia  Plans 

Canada  211,  213,  216 
convention  representatives  15 
Handbook  revisions  213-4 
merger  of  Board  of  Managers  with 
Board  of  Pensions  and  Support 
212-5 
report  211 

See  also  Concordia  Retirement  Plan; 
Concordia  Survivor  Plan;  Concordia 
Welfare  Plan 

Concordia  Publishing  House 
Articles  of  Incorporation  200 
Board  of  Directors  15,  46 
Christian  art  203 
Dorn,  Otto  A.  28,  199-200 
Handbook  revisions  200-2 
hiring  practices  commended  202-3 
Reinke,  Ralph  28 
report  199 

Concordia  Retirement  Plan 
benefits  212 
Canada  211,  213,  216 
Handbook  revisions  213-4 
provisions  of  211 
report  211 
vested  interest  216 
withdrawals  of  contributions  216-7 
Concordia  Seminary,  St.  Louis 
Board  of  Control  46,  122,  127 
charges  against  127 
convention  representatives  13 
fact-finding  committee  56,  120,  122,  127 
field  service  for  faculty  176 
Concordia  Senior  College,  Fort  Wayne 
14,  46 

Concordia  Survivor  Plan 
benefits  212 

Handbook  revisions  213-4 
report  21 1 

Concordia  Teachers  College,  River  Forest 
13,  46,  175 

Concordia  Teachers  College,  Seward  13, 
46 

Concordia  Theological  Seminary,  Spring- 
field  13,  46, 176 
Concordia  Welfare  Plan 
Handbook  revisions  213-4 
open  enrollment  period  216 
report  211 

routine  examination  coverage  216 
Conferences 

international  Lutheran  theological  131 
work  program  215-6 
Confession  and  absolution  in  parish  120 
Confessions,  Lutheran,  relation  to  synodi- 
cally  adopted  doctrinal  statements 
51-5,  227-44 

Confirmation  62,  127  (2),  138 
Conflict  of  interest  162-3,  169 
Conscientious  objection  197 
Constitution,  synodical 
comments  and  references  51-5,  57,  116- 
120,  126,  161,  164-5,  169 
Committee  on  Organization,  study  166 
Constitutional  matters  153-71 
Appeals,  Board  of  62 
floor  committee  (no.  5)  19 
Lutheran  Council  in  U.  S.  A.  62-3 
minutes  22,  27,  30,  37,  38,  40,  43,  45 
resolutions  153-71 
rights  of  members  166-7 
woman  suffrage  116-7 
See  also  Constitution,  synodical;  Con¬ 
stitutional  Matters,  Commission  on; 
Handbook  revisions;  individual  sub¬ 
jects 

Constitutional  Matters,  Commission  on 
appeals,  adjudication  156-9 
appointments  to  166 
convention  representatives *14 
election  procedures  43 
fact-finding  committee  165-6 
Lay  Higher  Education,  Commission  on 
146 

membership  on  160 


nomination  and  election  of  President  and 
First  Vice-President  169-70 
“Opinion  Regarding  Dissenting  Groups 
.  .  155-6 


rights  of  members  166-7 
Secretary  of  Synod  141,  160 
selective  fellowship  132-3 
Vice-President  on  160 
woman  suffrage  117 

See  also  Constitutional  matters;  Hand¬ 
book  revisions 
Controller  15,  167,  210 
Convention,  Milwaukee 
agenda  25,  26 

Arrangements  Committee  6,  43 
closing  address  99-100 
devotions  21,  45,  81-97,  210 
elections  See  Elections 
essay  26,  29,  32,  35.  67-80 


floor  committees  19-20;  see  also  specific 
committees  by  name 
manager  15 


nominations  See  Nominations;  Nomina¬ 
tions,  Committee  for  Convention 
opening  21 

opening  sermon  21,  65-6 
registration  and  excuses  21,  39,  217-8 
represen  ta  ti  ves 

advisory  7-12,  13-15 
synodical  13-15 
voting  7-12 
youth  16,  21 
SELC  District  21,  217 
Tabular  Survey  17 

unfinished  business  to  Board  of  Directors 


40 


Convention,  synodical 
frequency  142,  155 
names  of  delegates  released  209 
overtures,  submission  155,  169 
publications  151 
representation 
advisory  149-50 
study  of  62,  155  (3) 
youth  and  students  155,  167-8,  178, 
217 

study  of  155  (3) 
voting  privileges  153-4  (2),  155 
Convention  nominations  See  Nominations; 
Nominations,  Committee  for  Conven¬ 
tion 

Council  for  Christian  Medical  Work  14 
Council  of  Administrators 

appointments,  geographic  considerations 
140,  180 

convention  schedule  142 
executive  responsibility  148 
mailing,  unified  140 
role  151 

Secretary  of  Synod  141 
Walther  League  182 

Council  of  Lutheran  Ministries  26,  147, 
209 

Council  of  Presidents 


American  Lutheran  Church  fellowship 
137 


appointments,  geographic  considerations 
140,  180 

collegiality  60,  161-2 
deaconess  study  210 
Lutheran  Council  in  U.  S.  A.  135 
ministries  of  difficult  nature  111 
role  and  function  151 
“Statement  on  Ethics”  23,  28,  31,  162-3, 
169 

statements  of  doctrine  119 
Councils,  synodical  See  specific  names 
appointment  methods  148-9 
Counselors,  circuit  155 
Crawford,  Eugene  34 
“Creation  in  Biblical  Perspective”  116 
Credentials  See  Registration,  credentials, 
excuses 

Cultural  standards  198 


Deaconesses,  relation  to  Synod  27,  210 
Deaf 

Anniversary  of  Detroit  school  28,  212 
Anniversary  of  ministry  to  111 
Norbert  E.  Borchert,  award  to  25 
Death,  “A  Statement  on  .  .  126 

Deaths  during  biennium  62 
Decisions  of  Board  of  Appeals  See  Appeals, 
Board  of 

“A  Declaration  of  Determination”  127, 
167 


Defamation  of  President  alleged  120-1 
Delegates  See  Convention:  representatives 
Departments  See  names  of  departments 
policy  making  141 

Detroit.  Lutheran  School  for  the  Deaf  28. 

212 

Devotions 

closing  99-100 
evening  91-7 
morning  81-90 


Director  of  Christian  education  180 
Directors,  synodical  Board  of 
Administrative  Officer  147-8 
appointments 

compatibility  150 

geographic  considerations  140,  180 
Armed  Forces  Commission  150 
consolidation  of  staffs  211 
controversies  within  faculties  170 
convention  unfinished  business  40 
coordination  of  special  ministries  147 
date  for  taking  office  145 
“Declaration  of  Determination”  167 
District  Presidents  162 
Division  of  General  Staff  Services  143 
ecology  educational  program  193 
election  results  45 
Executive  Director  147 
executive  responsibility  148 
“Key  73”  187 
LCUSA  constitution  170-1 
Manual  of  Operations  142 
membership  of  13 

minority  groups,  student  aid  fund  177 
reduction  in  units  and  staff  141  (2) 
report  152 
Secretary’s  role  142 
urban  education  centers  181 
Discipline,  doctrinal  126-7 
Dissenting  groups  155-6 
Districts 

black  churchmen  appointments  145-6 
conventions,  District,  reception  of  over¬ 
tures  169 

conventions,  synodical,  advisory  repre¬ 
sentation  149-50 

Council  of  Presidents  See  Council  of 
Presidents 

elections  165,  169-70 

laymen  in  responsible  positions  168 

membership  boundaries  154 

Presidents  13 

Project  Compassion  196 

realignment  See  Atlantic  District 

representatives  at  convention  7-12,  16 

salary  guidelines  179,  207 

social  ministry  and  world  relief  189 

southwest  140 

staff  officers  in  elective  and  appointive 
positions  150 
teachers’  salaries  179 
youth  representatives  at  convention  16 
See  also  individual  Districts  by  name 
Doctrinal  matters 

censorship  See  Doctrinal  Review,  Board 
“A  Declaration  of  Determination”  127 
discipline  126-7 
President’s  report  51-6,  227-44 
statements,  synodically  adopted  51-5, 
117-20,  163-5,  227-44 
supervision  115,  126-7 
See  also  Theological  matters;  individual 
subjects,  e.  g..  Creation 
Doctrinal  Review,  Board  of 
convention  representatives  14 
educational  materials  184 
General  Editor  position  117 
guidelines  for  reviewers  125-6 
Handbook  revisions  124-5 
Mission  :Life  184 
Doctrine,  criteria  117-9 
Dorn,  Otto  A.  28,  199-200 
Draft 

conscientious  objection  197 
exemption  status  of  seminarians  at  non- 
synodical  schools  177 

ELS  See  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod 
Ecology  193 

Ecumenical  programs  and  projects 
guidelines  132 

joint  statements  129-30,  133 
Editor,  position  of  General  Editor  117 
Editorial  Commission  for  Official  Periodi¬ 
cals 

convention  representatives  15 
format  and  frequency  of  Lutheran  Wit¬ 
ness  and  Lutheran  Witness  Repor¬ 
ter  205 

official  periodicals,  use  of  204-5 
report  204 

Edmonton  See  Concordia  College,  Ed¬ 
monton 

Education  See  Parish  education 

inner  city,  model  urban  education  cen¬ 
ters  181 
Elections  217 

biographical  data  31 
date  for  taking  office  145 
District  elections  165,  169 
First  Vice-Presidents  169-70 
minutes  23,  24,  28,  31,  33,  35,  37,  38 
39.  40. 41.  43 
President  169-70 
presidents  of  schools  173 
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procedure  43.  62.  169-70 
results  45-6 

“Statement  on  Ethics’*  23.  28.  31.  45 
162-3.  169 
Treasurer  167 
Vice-Presidents  144 

See  also  Elections.  Committee  on;  Nom¬ 
inations;  Nominations,  Committee 
for  Convention 

Elections,  Committee  on  (no.  14) 

Handbook  revisions  169-70 
personnel  20 
See  also  Elections 
Ellis,  William  (LHRAA)  30 
Enipie,  Paul  C.  (LWR)  28 
Employment  referral  centers  197 
English  District  and  SELC  District  130 
Essay,  convention  26,  29,  32,  35.  67-80 
Ethics  in  synodical  activities,  “Statement 
on  Ethics”  23,  28.  31.  45.  162-3,  169 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Canada 
34.  138  (2) 

Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  —  Synod  of 
France  and  Belgium  26-7,  209 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Free  Church  of  Ger¬ 
many  (Saxon  Free  Church) 
anniversary,  relationship  111,  223 
communication  from  59,  138,  222-3 
convention  visitor  25 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  59,  62,  136 
Evangelische-Lutherische  Freikirche  See 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Free  Church  of 
Germany 
Evangelism  185-9 

Affirmations  22,  57,  185-7 
Ambassadors  program  188-9 
anniversary  of  Synod  24-5,  33,  57.  60 
188,  207 

back-door  losses  23,  188 

Board  for  Evangelism  established  112 

Department  of  Evangelism  188 

evangelist,  office  of  188 

floor  committee  (no.  8)  19 

“Key  73“  23,  187 

minutes  22,  23,  24-5 

President’s  report  57 

resolutions  185-9 

synodical  schools  training  program 
188-9  (2) 

Evening  devotions  91-7 
Examiners,  Board  of,  for  ministerial  can¬ 
didates  175 

Exchange  study  program  115 
Excuses  See  Registration,  credentials,  ex¬ 
cuses 

Executive  Director,  synodical 
action  on  position  147 
anniversary  151-2 
report  22,  152 

Executive  secretary,  definition  143 

Fact-finding  committee 
constitutionality  165-6 
cost  145 

President’s  action  56,  120 
relation  to  faculty  127 
report  submitted  56,  122 
Faculties  of  synodical  schools 
appointment  177 
controversies  within  170 
election  of  presidents  173 
removal  from  office  171-2 
salaries  176 

seminary  faculties,  field  service  176 
students  on  committees  173 
Fellowship 

American  Lutheran  Church  33.  36, 

57-9,  62,  134,  135,  136-7,  154 
approach  133 
Canada  131,  132,  138 
China  Ev.  Lutheran  Church  (Taiwan) 
130 

Confessional  Lutheran  Church  in  Fin¬ 
land  131 

Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Canada 
138 

Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Ghana 
130 

Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Nigeria 
130 

Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  —  Synod 
of  France  and  Belgium  26-7,  209 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Free  Church  of 
Germany  59,  111,  138,  222-3 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  59,  62,  136 
India  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  130 
Interchurch  Commission  on  Fellowship 
136-7 

Japan  Lutheran  Church  130 
Korean  Lutheran  Church  130 
Lutheran  Church  —  Canada  1 38 
Lutheran  Church  in  America  62.  133 
1 35 

Lutheran  Church  in  America  —  Canada 
Section  132,  138 


Lutheran  Church  in  the  Philippines  130 
Lutheran  Council  in  Canada  138 
Lutheran  Council  in  U.  S.  A.  See  Lu¬ 
theran  Council  in  the  U.  S.  A. 
Lutheran  Synod  of  Mexico  130 
President’s  report  57-9 
“A  Statement  .  .  Regarding  Lutheran 

Unity”  135-6,  138-9 

Synod  of  Evangelical  Lutheran  Churches 
130,  138 

voting  procedure  168 
Wabag  Lutheran  Church  130 
Wisconsin  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod 
59,  62,  136 

See  also  Church  relations 
Field  service,  seminary  faculties  176 
Finance,  Division  of 
Controller’s  office  167 
synodical  financial  statements  212 
See  also  Stewardship  and  Finance 
Finland.  Confessional  Lutheran  Church  in 
131 

Fire  and  casualty  insurance  141 
First  Vice-President 

nomination,  election  procedure  169-70 
report  152 

Fiscal  Review  Commission,  functions  151 
Floor  committees  19-20 
See  also  individual  listings 
Fort  Wayne  See  Concordia  Senior  College, 
Fort  Wayne 

Foundation,  Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri 
Synod 

convention  representatives  15 
Division  of  Stewardship  Services  215 
report  28,  211,  221-2 

France,  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  — 
Synod  of  France  and  Belgium  26-7 
209 

Franchise 

congregations  (youth)  178 
conventions  153-4  (2),  155 
Fraternal  Organizations,  Commission  on 
convention  representatives  14 
Handbook  revision  121-2 
report  116 

.See  also  Organizations 
Free  Church  in  Germany  See  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Free  Church  of  Germany 
Frey,  Bertwin  L.  167 
Friedrich,  E.  J.  34 
“From  Milwaukee’’  (preface)  5 

Geographic  considerations  in  administra¬ 
tive  offices  140,  180 

Germany  See  Evangelical  Lutheran  Free 
Church  of  Germany 

Ghana.  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of 
130 

Gockel,  Herman  W.  39,  204 
Government  See  Administration 
Grace  English  Lutheran  Church,  Pine 
Bluffs,  Wyo.  140,  221 

Handbook  revisions 

Administrative  Officer  147-8 
Advance  magazine  142-3 
appointment  methods  148-9 
Board  for  Church  Extension  146 
Board  for  Evangelism  112 
Board  for  Higher  Education  146-7 
Board  of  Doctrinal  Review  124-5 
Board  of  Pensions  and  Support,  and 
Concordia  Plans  212-5 
Commission  on  Architecture  168-9 
Commission  on  Lay  Higher  Education 
146 

Commission  on  Theology  and  Church 
Relations  122-3 
Commission  on  Worship  140 
Commissions  of  Adjudication  156-9 
Concordia  Publishing  House  200-2 
convention  advisory  delegates  149-50 
disabled  church  worker  207 
Division  of  General  Staff  Services  14  3 
Executive  Director  147-8 
executive  responsibility  148 
executives,  drafting  duties  of  143 
faculties,  controversy  within  170 
faculties,  removal  from  office  171-2 
First  Vice-President,  nomination  and 
election  169-70 
fraternal  organizations  121-2 
induction  dates  145 
language  improvements  168 
LCUSA  appointments  133 
President,  nomination  and  election 
169-70 

retirement  policies  151 
Secretary  of  Synod  142 
staff  officers  on  boards  and  commissions 
150 

stewardship  211,  215 
structure,  study  of  166 
Synodical  Service  Commission  151 


tenure  and  termination  144-5  (2) 
Vice-Presidents,  election  144 
Harms,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Herman  27 
Harms.  Oliver 

anniversary  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  27 
anniversary  of  Synod,  director  of  32-3 
convention  speaking  privileges  21 
memorial  service  leader  35 
Hartke.  Vance  34 
Headquarters,  synodical 
Commerce  Building  211 
consolidation  of  staffs  211 
relocate  143 
Higher  education  171-7 
boards  of  control 

controversy  within  faculties  170 
election  results  46 

faculty  and  student  representation 
159-60 

length  of  terms  of  office  173 
Brazil  District  167  (2) 
ecumenical  exposure  177 
eligibility  for  ministry  175 
evangelism  training  program  188-9  (2) 
faculties  See  Faculties 
field  service,  seminary  faculties  176 
floor  committee  minority  report  175 
Holy  Spirit  prayed  for  127 
Lay  Higher  Education,  Commission  on 
146 

minority  groups,  student  aid  177 
minutes  23,  29,  30,  36,  38,  40,  41 
President’s  report  60 
presidents  of  schools,  election  173 
resolutions  171-7 
salaries  176 
system,  study  of  173-4 
terminal  schools,  evangelism  training  189 
Valparaiso  University  Advisory  Commis¬ 
sion  146 

world  hunger  194 

See  also  Higher  Education,  Board  for; 
individual  schools  by  name 
Higher  Education,  Board  for 
black  clergy  training  172-3 
convention  representatives  15 
deaconess  study  210 
draft  exemption  study  177 
elective  (Handbook  rev.)  146-7,  172 
faculties,  appeals  re  dismissal  171-2 
financial  support  program  177 
innovative  programs,  study  of  175 
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